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2 bring their DEEDS to the Light of. 
CHRIST, in their own Conſciences. 1 
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- God TE commanded: Light to Pine out of Darkneſs, bath be Sp - 
in our Hearts, to give the Light of the Knowledge of _ thy 1 

Clory of God in the Face (or Appearance) of Jasvs Canary, 

2 Cor. iv. 6. N 


"We alſe believe, and therefore ſpeak, 2 Cor. iv. 13; a 
That which we have heard, which we have ſeen Ad 5 our E ven 


and our Hands have handled of the Word 2 Ale, . We. TK 
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. My Friends and Neighbours, | 


: ; the Inhabitants whom I have known, and be 


ſhip the Supreme: Being in a Manner agreeable” "Ml 


7 . * and Tenets 


- humbly of Opinion, they are neither unſeriptural 


ES Any Perſon who deſire to be nee of the Principles of the Co 

tert is refer ted to Robert Barclay \$dpolopy, tince I find we ate ofrentinies®: Yo 
condemned unhea;d. Bur he bat =p» a Matter before he heart 

I it is Folly and Shame unto him, Pr 
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INHABITANTS of South. 
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from this Province (my native Cou- 
X try) and my Arrival among you, E 
© have beheld the Faces of many f 


A FTER an Abſence. of r near fix 123 


Known to, ſome Years: But the Novelty of 1 
my religious Sentiments, and Meanneſs of my. |» 
Appearance, has, I find, render d me ie 6 
in your Eyes; which has been obvious, When 
a few of us, called Lakers, have met to Wor- 2 
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to the beſt of. our Underſtanding and Know- 


ledge: And tho' ſome perhaps may ſtile our 

7 the hard Name * 
Hereſy, and our Mode or Mather of Wool 
rediculous or abſurd; neyertheleſs, We are” 


nor unchriſtian, having, as we think, the 8 


Zion. and Authority of our Lord himſelf, *. 
Example of primitive Belie vers, and right Ren I 
90 On our Side. | * Ty RY. 5 
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| 2 notwithſtanding, as I have noted, that! 
hape ſuffered your Ri ule and Reproach, as I 
am conſcious it is for no other than Obedience 
to the Will of my Heavenly Maſter, whoſe I 
am, and whom I ſerve, I am willing to become 
more vile in your Eyes; which, it is more 
than probable, I ſhall appear, when 1 expoſe 
the following Lines to your Obſervation and 
Cenſure. 1 would' not have you imagine that 
any 'C hfideration, lefs than his Favour, could 
Eve” revailed with me to have appeared thus 
publicly in Print, or otherwiſe; 25 could I, 
Vith any ſe to my own Mind, have evaded 
1 * Wink or been excuſed from returning to this Place 
=. (1 apprehended it required of me by the Al- 
S * mighty) you had never beheld my Face in the 
== rovince, much leſs any Performance of this 
Sort in- publick. I am not inſenfible, that the 
b I have offered for writing, as well as the 

x itſelf, may probably be conſidered as 

HS 15 Töduction of a diſtemper'd and enthufiaftick 

1 7 70 as it is poſſible, on ſuch a novel and 

8 __ uhoommon Occaſion, as a Woman's appearing; 
A dn theBehalf of God and hag you may (as 

2 der have done in the like ircumſtances) be 
* iuduced to conſider ſuch an One under ſome 

E- 8 5 Agecountable Deluſion, or affected with reli 
e Madnefs; and mere eſpecially, as the Thie | 
= recommended to your Conſideration, are offered 
by qa ſimple. Female of your oem Country: 
Some, in this Caſe, IL expect, will afford me a E 

: Smile of Contempt, while others (acted by a 
deore generous Paſſion) Pity. my Folly and 

=. — with me 2 OWE. my Sen: But 
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Wer this may be, I have We th 
from the carlieft Ages of Chriſtianity, and a= 
deed in all preceding Time, thoſe who refuſed | 
to conform to the Ulage and wicked Cuſtoms c ñ. 
the Age, and lived a ſrif-denying Life, “ Their 
« Lives were counted Madneſs by the World, 
„ and their End to be without Honour: Nor "\ 
| conſidering that Religious Minds deſpiſe and 
” contemn all worldly Honour, and earthly 1 
ferment, ſeeking that only which comes from 
God, and which he is pleaſed to diſtinguiſh: thafe _ | 
by, who honour him (by walking in Conformity 
to his Laws and Precepts) as he himſelf 5 1 
Boſe who honour me, 1 will hunour; but U! 
who deſpiſe me, ſball be hghtly eſteemed. n 
- ov Wag before I proceed to what the Title-page 
mentions, I ſhall premite one Propoſition, on: = 
= vwhichall 1 have to offer will greatly depend, 
' + vis. That all Mankind have a Meaſure and Ma- 
ui ſeſtation of the Liabt, Hirit, or Grace of God, A 
given them to Profit ; withal. This Doctrine of 2 
the yniverſal Extent of the Grace of God, the - 3 
People called Lyakers, hold in a peculiar Mans 
ner, and are diſtinguiſhed by, from ſome other 
diſſenting Sects, who generally limit God's Gifts 
of his Holy Sg irit, or ſaving Means, to what 1 
they call The Kees, and aſſert, that the reſt 0 "i 
Mankind are (as they term it) paſſed by, 0 
| denied the Means df Salvation, being“ proces 4 
.F tinated from all Eternity to Deſtruction. +... © 
However we ſay that this Gifr of the Holz * 
: Spirit, or Grace of God, is Wen *. ab 


3 1 5 | * Fenn i 
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' ® Toirefate the Doctrine ↄf Predeſt nation, * Dutt Wh thy o 
"the New. Teſtament; and his Diſcouries on the Five Comtrovericd Pr, 
, Which hows ve had of nated, on IO 2. 1 
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e kind vichour 0 reeable to the 
 Aﬀextion of the Apoſtle Paul; The Grace of || 
4 - God, which brings Salvation, hath 4 cared io 
4 all Men, cracks us, that denying Ungodlineſs, 
Au the World's Lofts, we ſhould true righteou/iy,. 
{advert and godly, in this preſent World, But 
tho” all Men have received this Talent of Grace, 
or Manifeſtation of the Spirit of Chriſt, all are 
not faved, as Men may rebel againſt, or quench. 
d Spirit; and, by fruſtrating its Motions, 
1 8 > Tender it ineffectual. Under the Law it is faid, 
Ne Almighty gave of his good Spirit to 17 Jews | 
o znſtrutÞ them, but they rebelled again Ne- 
"hemiah ix. 20. And the Prophet 20 * 
3 3h 5 4 tells us, They rebelled, and vexcd God's Bol 
3 © Spirit. And, under the Goſpel, the Apoſtle 
Paal cautions s the Theſſalonians againſt quenching 
| * Spirzt, or extinguiſhing the Light, and hin- 
7 the conſuming Force, that would deſtroy : 
Sin and Iniquity in the Heart. 
Thus, according to the Teſtimony 1 have 
offered, and many I might 5 all Men 
_"have-received a Proportion wes Light and Grace, 
- but all have not obey'd its Leadings ; all have 
heard, but all have not obey'd : However, 5 
imemal Monitor or Director, is ready on all 
Occaſions (if we will apply to it for Knowledge 
S to inſtruct us in our Duty, and aſſiſt 
us in overcoming the Temptations of the great 
ee, of our Soul's Happineſs; but we muſt 
Th. gently attend to its Vote, and not only hear, { 
\ wry its Inſtructions, that out Souls max 
1 r 1 
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 Chriſtia 
| 7 the Spirit of Chriſt, but the Quakers male i 
u 


-abled, theſe Chriſtian. Do&rines; ſince our Lord 1 


or Evidence?” Tis true that numerou 105 Pe 
5 Rare Le:n employees, and Dy an | 


* 
= is, * 
9 1 $ 


S 464 vo eB to me, We 1 ge * £ 
ought to walk ngreeable. to 7 Peg 1 


idance and Direction of the Spirit nece[Jary in 120 
trivial and indifferent Aae nay, ſometimes. 5 
they offer its Dictates as a Reaſon for mam Things * oy | 
accounted by us irrational and abſurd.---l anſwer; 
With Reference to our Duty and Ol edience td 
the Almighty, I conſider no Action 9 
every Thing of this Nature muſt tend to ſome 
Purpoſe, good or evil: And 'tis upon this Con- 
ſideration that we extend the Doctrine of th 
Croſs, Self-denial and perfect Obedience to the 


| Precepts of Ciriſt, farther then the Generali y 


f thoſe who profeſs the Chtiftian Name: And 


I take this Occaſion to ſay, my principal Errand,; 4 
among you is to recommend, as far as I am en- k 


himſelf politively declares, That unkeſs we tas A 
up a daily Groſs,” (to our Corrupt. Wills and... 
Affections) we cannot be his Diſciples : And fats. 
ther, to adviſe you to a ſtrict Adherence to che 
Light or Grace of God in your own Conlgienees 
or Underſtandings, as unto a more ſure am 
mY ophecy, or perfect Director; wherewunto you oe 

4 hell to take Heed, as unto a light ſhining in 4 


1 


| or Place For the Nations of them that are 


aved, muſt walk in this Light of the Lord, 


44 But it may be objected, That many of; „ I 1 


People called Taler, have *anciently bars 
Teſtimony to thoſe Dodtrines, and cont inus * 


to do; then hat need of my feeble Teſtimonx 
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you hs and. fervent. Deſires of this N & 
ommend ard propagate (as far a8 5 


1 8 They © | 
enabled by divine Aſſiſtance) thols Chriſtian 74 
PDoctrines, which they have proved by their 
dun happy Experience to be to beneficial and 

U ar 0 to themſelves; and being thrv* 

Grace made partakers of that Charity or Love, 
Which is the Bon d of Perfection, and the Cha- 

maeriftick of a genuine: and real Chriſtian; 
1% theſe,” I ſay, by this Goſpel-love, are excited 

to wiſh well to all Mankind; and, as much as 

in them lies, they endeavour to ſerve one ano- 

ther in it, as the Apoſtle exhorts, Cal. v. 13. 
And their frequent Supplications aſcend to the ö 

moſt High, on behalf of Mankind in generdl # i 
that all People may come to the Knowledge =_ 
tie Ttuth, as it is in JEsus, and be faved. 
And when our Hearts are thus enlarged, both 
dio God, and one towards another, then are out 
.Mouths opened to declare of his wonderfub 
Works to the Children of Men, and ſhew — 
1 Bis 3 9 Acts, which he is able and ready to 
Feen, by the powerful ration of his 
Holy 8 pirit in our Hearts, in fubduing every | 
Tull and 18 Deſire and Affection, and {| 
bringing them under his Government, and into 
= BybjeQion to his divine Will; and by ſpeaking 
well ot his great Name, to invite and encou- 

©  * Fage others 8 come taſte and ſee that the Lord 
oa, and to" partake of his Offer of great 
Salvation, no leſs than the Redemption of the 
Soul {by Jeſus Chriſt) from the Bondage of Sin 
stan. And indeed the Peace that flaws N 
and hes” Premiſes 8 to * 5 
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od There is great Reward; and that greats, 
Hall offend them: > For Hh 


* Tord tells his Diſciples, My Peace I laue n 
Jou, my Peace I give umo yon; not as tho br 


Vntighteouſneſs, Their Portion will be Tnafgua- 
5 du and Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh, upon every 


to the Wicked; for what have they to do with 
Peace; ſo long as they continue in Diſobedience? | 
5 Indeed the Wicked may, as they often do, iy 4 


Onder to the e lues of God, Ad 
 Gifficient Inducements to excite us to A godly, 
righteous, and Self*denying - Life; for as the 
royal P[alniſt greatly experienced formerly, ſo 


5 . * OO 
9 * 
f 4, e 
W | 


we at this Day experience, and ſubſcribe to ” this 


Truth, That in keeping the Commandments of N * 


Peace Have they who love his Law, and nothing 

ſpeaks "Peace to hig 

Poople, and to his Saints; but ler them not rurn 

again to Folly, Plalm lxxxv. 8. Aud the Lott +, _ 

— ordain Poace for the gs: for the 25 i A 
or 


ja Righteouſneſs is Peace and Aſſurance 4 
Tfaiah xxxii. 17. Agreeable to this d 


but a Peace which paſſeth the Undet- 
Kanding of the carnal Man. And the Apoſtle 
Paul, to encourage and excite the Romans to 
the Obedience of the Faith deliver d, and a pa- 
tient Continuance in Well-doing, tells 1 5 
Their Reward. ſhould be, Glory, Honour 5 
how, e every” Man that workath Good, Fore 
w fi, and alſo to the Gemile, — ii. 10 
, on the contrary that thoſe who are n- 
e and do not obey the Truth, but obey a 


Soul of Man that doerh Euil- as there is h Pace,” Is, 


— 14 | - 
DO, 
| Ws 


Peso to themſelves, when there is no Peace, or 


ar ſeaſt not a ſolid One as a xeal and ſubſtan- _ 
8 * th tial "2 


Nn 


3 3 with "Gel, und e 


of a good Conſcience: But a Falſe and polluted \ 

Reſt and Peace, which many are erecting tod 
> (themſclves, will deſtroy them with a fore De- ꝶ!n 
truction, without timely Repentance and 4 
3 of Life; for inflead of this: Peace, 

* ty [ball have great Bitterneſs, Iſaiah xxxviii. 17. 
Many and ſingular are the Advantages and | 
leger which E might enumerate, that at? 
tend a Life of Piety and Holineſs, no leſs than 
an Hundred- fold of Peace in ous Boſoms in this 


Lie, and the great and precious Promiſe of 
ite Eternal in the World to come. And as I 
buaye, by the Grace of God, and thro? Obedis 4 
once of Faith, witneſſed in Degree this Peace 
from God, (which f is beyond the Conception of 
thole who- have never enjoyed it) 1 became 
greatly coneerned- for Mankind in general, and 
in a particular Manner for the Inhabitants of 
my native Country, that they might witneſs 
this Peace; and I often petitioned the = od 
c, that he would in his wonted Mercy diſco- 
per to yeu the Things that belong te your 
Sioul's Peace, before they might, by Unbelief, 
be hid from your Eyes. Having had this Con- 
cern for ſome Time on your” Account, the Al- 
mighty was pleaſed to lay a Conſtraint upon mo 
to declare” it among you. This, and what fol 
- Tows, I am fenfible will Da as idle and ridi- 
eulous Tales in the Ears of many; however, 
I hall go on to tell you, that I conſider myſelf - 4 
k 8 a very feeble Inſtrument in the Cauſe 1 
1 _” and one jo the . Sept in mx EE 
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N 1 PE W 
Maſter's Houſe. 1 have alſo conſider; 555 | 
backward the Generality of People are to re- * 


nir 
=, * 2 . of 74 14 1 
92 5 * | 
85 . 


ceive Advice, even when it has been offered by 


religious, pious and learned Men; and that the | 


Labours of {ſuch have had but little Effect on 


the Minds and Conduct of many called Chriſ- 
tians; and reflecting on the greatneſs of my In- 


ability, as well as the Improbability of my being 
ſerviceable in God's Cauſe, I have been induced 
to lay, Lord! who will believe my Report, 
fence ſo many have labour d (as 1 have thought) 


in vain? Shall I, a poor Female, Lin | 


far God ? Can J pre fun to come up to his Help 
againſt the great Adverſary of Souls ? No ſurely; - 


4 1 2 thee; appear in the Glory of 


thy Majeſty, and by the immediate Act of thy 


mighty Power, in the Hearts of the Teople, ſub» 


aue and lay waſte the ſtrong Holds of Sin and 
Satan! Aud in the Room thereof eſtabliſh, I be- 
ſeech thee, the Kingdom and Dominion of thy 


dear Sor, our Lord, whoſe Right alone it 1s io 


rergu in the Hearts of the People, who is King 
of Kings, an Lord of * þ I; farther, tho 


I am * Duſt and Aſhes, I thus preſumed * 7 4 


excuſe myſelf; Lord, I am not eloquent, 
ther heretofore, nor ſince thou haſt been Pleaſed 


to diſcover thy Will to me. But to an Almigh- 


ty Power, who doth according to his righteous 


Will, both in the Armies of Heaven, and a- 
| _ the Inhabitants of the Farth, who ſhall / 


What doſt thou? And ſince be is leaſed 
0 lend by the Hand of whom he will tend, I 
no longer reſiſted his Will, but became obedi⸗ 


e * Word and Power, 82 which I 
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* . and obicted ay Vatted; | 
1 the Apoſtle Paul informs us, That as ma- 


w as baue been baptized into CARIST (or 

With his Baptiſm of Fire and the Holy Ghoſt, 
and have witneſſed the chaffy -Nature in them | 
conſumed, and by. this Means). haue put on 
ChRTIST (that then there is no Diſtinction or 
Difference among Chriſtians in a religious Senſe) 
there is neither Jeu nor Gentile, there is neither 
Bound nor Free, there is neither Male nor Fe- 
mals: Tor, fays the. Apoſtle, ye are all one in 
CHRIST Jrsus. Thus he ſeems to allow our 
dex the ſame Goſpel Priviledges with the reſt 
of Mankind. And the royal Prophet calls on 
the female, as well as the — Part of God's 
rational Creation, to celebrate the Praiſe of our 
common Governor and Bene factor. Why 
then, ſays one, ſhould Woman be denied her 
Canticle of Praiſe in the general Chorus, fince 
out of the Month of Babes and Sucklings God 
will ſtill o}dain and perfect Praiſe ?” And we may 
further obſerve, when the Tabernacle of the 
Lord was erected in the Wildettefs;. the Wo- 
men, we are told, who were willing hearted, 
-\ bropght their Free- wil Offerings, and p reſents 
ed them towards the Building, 2 45 leaf em- 
ane of this moveable Temple, which, 
Tis ſaid, was a Type of the true Church mi- 


* litant, i6d the Tk abernacle which God - has, 


har 


pitched, and not Man. And if Females were 
allowed to aſſiſt and contribute to the Work 


of the Lord, under the Law, why ſhould any, 8 
repairing the 


or the leaſt Eſſay towards the 
 Breaches in God's Building, be 9 „ 
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| 13 
7 | | the Gollfal:j =- do act . or Fe 
any new Doctrine, nor endeavour to lay any 
other Foundation than that which is alread7 
| hid; vis, The Revelation of the Spirit of 
J Ennis r the Righteous, in the Soul of. 
on which the Church of CRI is 
founded and built: Nor for the moral Diſor- 
ders fo viſible among the Profeſſors of Chriftis 
anity, do we preſcribe new or untry'd Reme- 
dies; but * experienced the Virtue and 
Efficacy of the old, we, in great Love and 
Good-will, endeavour to perſuade you to apply 
them : For the ſame Fountain of Purgation is 
now open to Sinners, that was in Ages paſt ſet 
open for the Houſe of David, and Inhabitants 
of Jeruſalem, for Sin and for Uncleanneſs; fok 
the Almighty is not only the God of the Jews, F 
but of the Gentiles alſo. | 
But to proceed; I have told you that this 
Voyage to my native Place, was undertaken in 
Purſuance of what I verily believed was the 
Will of God concerning me, and required of me 
by him (I make no Doubt) as one amongſt the 
many Trials I have been exerciſed with, of 
my Faith, Love and Obedience; wherein I be- 
lieve it my Duty openly and freely to confeſs 
CauRiST before Men, whoſe operating Power 
on my Heart 1 had fearfully and E en 
deavoured to conceal before J left this Pro- 
vince; and 1 take this Occaſion to declare tg 
you, that I am not aſhamed of the Goſpel of 
Cunisr, which: I have in Meaſute expe- 
* rienced to be the Power öf God to Salvation | 
Wall tdem who ** and im ig * 
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3 1 Go . 
el the more numerous the T eftimonies, 
— greater the Cloud of Witneſſcs, to the 
Efficacy of the Grace and Power of God, the 
more will the Truths and Exvidences propoſed 
and produded, be ſtrengthened and corroborated, 
But ſome may poſſibly ask, How 1 certainly 
know that I am not miitaken, and that in- 
ſtead ot being led by the Spirit of Truth, I 
am not deceived by the Spirit of Error?“ To 
ſuch I anfwer; I have one Rule to ſquare, my 
Actions. by, which never yet fail d me, when 
Fapplied it; and that is, By Application to 
the Divine Being, that He would be pleaſed ta 
preſerve me from Error and Deluſion, 1 .exa- 
— by his Divine Light and Aſſi ſtance, the 
Motive, Deſign, Tendency and End of my 
=. Actions; and if I find nothing repugnant tc 
1 or inconſiſtent with the Honour of God, _ 
1 Scripture Precepts or Teftimony, I make a ra- 
= tional Concluſion, that I am ſafe at leaſt. And 
* tho' I do not obſerve from Scripture, that it is 
my particular Duty to exhort you to yours; 
nor do I gather from thence, that I ought to 
declare, in this publick Manner, of the Good- 
nels, Mercy and Loving-kindneſs, of the Al- 
mighty, to all who ſeek his Face and Favour 
m Truth, Sincerity and Uprightneſs; yet I 
=. Hnd it there, my Duty to obey. all God's Com- 
mands; and that the Almighty may, and does, 
ay particular Injuctions, and ſpecial Commands, 
his Servants, by the Divine Di- 
— — of his Holy Spirit, at this Day, as well ; 
28 in former Ages, I firmly believes And that 
| bn Biefling our Lord <A to confer wel | 
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his ſucceeding Diſciples, vir. That he Would 
pray the Father, and he will (ſays he) ſend you 


gd another Comforter, that may abide with you for 


4 and lead you into all Truth, and ſhew you Things 


Ke, And he fubjoins, Repent, and be 


Lid 
Jho 


ever, even the Spirit of Truth; who will guide 


to come; tor he that dwelleth with yuu, ſhall be 
in you; and thigComforter, which is the Holy 

Ghoſt, ſnall teach you all Things and bring 
all Things to your Remembrance.“ And the 
Apoſtle Feter, at that memorable Time, when 
he was preaching to People of various Lan- 
gages, tells his Audience, firſt quoting a Paſ- 
age from the Prophet 7a, "Ads ii. 38. 1 
ſhall come to paſs in the laſt (or Goſpel) Days, 
that I will pour out of my Spirit upon ail Fleſh; 
aud your Sons and e b 


aptized, 


every ou, of hon, in the Name of Jusus 


3 CnrisT, for the Remi ſſon of Sins, and yt fh 
= receive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt: For the Fro 

miſe is to you, and to your Children, and to all, 
that are afar off, even as mam as the Lord aur 
00 call. And to you, O Men, he calls, 


bis Voice is to the Sons of Men, Prof: viii. + 
And we may further obſerve, That the Spi- 


rit of CAST was not limited to his immedis 
ate Diſciples, to whom it was to be ſent aa a 
Comforter and Director; but he tells them, it 


ſhould appear to the World of Unbellevers ix 
another Adminiftration or Office, vi. That of 
a” Reprover for Sin. Tur when” CHRIST aſcend- 
* High, he gave Gifts ta Men, ea, eu to 
Rebell, Eph. iy. 8. And the Gifts of the 
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rs, extends as well to all We, 


. my Neighbour as myſelf; and to obſerve to act 


* Fr med, Pa in Annotations, lt ws) 
Was not, as ſome imagine, confined to the 
Apoltle's Days, but that Chriſtians, in ſucceeds 
ing Ages, received as large Proportions of the 
Divine Influences and Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
as formerly.” And that Females did receive 
_ theſe. Gifts, as well as the. Men, and on pro- 
per Occaſions did exereiſe 2 John Locke, 
in his Paraphraſe on Pauls Epiſtles, aſſures 
us, by Proof. He tells us, That God, for 
Order ſake, bad inftituted in the World CY 
proper Subordination of the weaker Sex to the 
ſtronger; yet (ſays he) this hindered not but 
that he might make uſe of the weaker Sex ta 
any Function, whenever he thought fit, as 
well as he did the Men.“ He ſays much more 

P the fame Purpoſe; but I — him to thoſe 
whb may have an Opportunity and Inclination 
to read him further on this Subject“; and re- 
turn to illuſtrate, as well as I am able, the 
Rule of my Conduct in religious Matters 1 
am Tenkible that it is my Duty, firſt and prin» 
cipally, and above all other Sonfiderations, to 
a — adore, honour and obey, . the Supreme 
ing; and next, I find it my Duty to love 


in the ſame juſt and upright Manner in every 


- Circumſtance, that I defire he  thould act in 
towards myſel : - Therefore, upon a 
Scrutiny, or Examination, 1 1 find my Deſign 
drr Action directly or indirectly tending to'the 

Diſhonour of 4 or in any Shape injurious to 
5 am e 1 
4 e 


re 2 Corinthians 14 
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10 the Wear Monitor, or Light of Cunts 
4 in my Conſcience, to decline it; and if I for 

bear the Action, Sc. I believe you will grant 
3 Iam right ſs. far. Again, if 1 apprehend 1 
am directed or commanded to. do any particular 
Thing ; if; upon Trial, by the above Rate, 55 
bears the ＋ eſt, and has any 3 to pro- 
mote God's Honour; Peace; . Good-will, Chari- 4 
ty and Benevolence to my. Neighbour, I be- 
eve I am lafe; and may venture to conclude | 
that this Suggeſtion can proceed from no othier . 
than God; ſince it points to ſome ſmall Degree; 
of Glory to his Name and Power. And fux- . 
1 any Deed that can ſtand this Trial, can- 
not poſſibly have it's Riſe; or be excited by a 
diabolical Spirit; ſince We have our Lords 
Teſtimony to the Truth of this Aﬀertion, Mr.. 
if Satan niſe up againſt himſelf, and be droided, 9 1 
he cannot lane but hath an Hud, Mark iii. 26. 2 
But whatever Judgment may be made of my 
religious Sentiments and Gonduct, it will be 
far from affecting me; my Peace and Happi- 
neſs in no wiſe depending on the Payour, or Ap». - 4 
| Plauſe of Mortals; but on the. Favour, ad 
Approbation of God, by. whoſe juſt and des * 
ciſive Judgment I muſt ſtand dr fall; 1 7 
Cad ſeetÞ "nat ar Man ſceth, Man judging _ 
the outward Appearance only; but the erdd 
looketh at the Heart. And tho we are told, | 
De » Heart is: deceitful above all Things; an 
the Prophet queries, ho can know uu, The 
Almighty; ig; pleaſed to declare in theſe Words; 
4 the Tura fare the Heart, and try the Roles: : 
and * 1 7 the Moantains, and = 
i | Eres 
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Hah the Spirit, he watered uno Man wha 
bis Though's are: Even he that makeath the i 
- Morning Darkneſs, and treadeth upon the high M 
Places of the Earth, the Lord, the Gud of H- 
1 is his Name, Amos iv. 13. wad = 
Further, I have thought you may poſſibly | 
5 imagine, that in Pride and Arrogancy of Heart 
Jam come to ſee, how you fare, with regard 
to your eternal Salvation: But, give me Leave 
to aſſure you, my Viſit" proceeds from no ſuck 
evil Motive; neither have I any further Views 
khan the Peace and Satisfaction — flows from 
a Conſciouſneſs of having done my Duty, in 
coming to proclaim the glad Tidings of Peace 
and Salvation among you, to all who will ace: 
cept ofition God's Terms, vis. Rogentance and 
8 of Life. 
| = I hape no particular Perſon in View, nerDefigre 
to offend any One living; and if at any time. 
3 I ſhould expreſs myſelf a little warmly, my 
Teal is ainr'd. againſt Sin, and the Trregularity 
of People's Lives in general; your Temporal, 
2s welt eternal Intereſt, 'T wiſh as well to, as I. 
do to my own. I do not undertake to addreſs. 
du in pompous Words, nor, Where it in my 
. to pleaſe your Ear with fine Periods. 
The Laws of Method I know little ot, there- 
fore I don't attempt any Rule of that Sort; 5 
neither do I preſume to offer any Thing new 
| 1 on the Subject of Religion; but if one Line of 
my own ſhort Experience in the Things of 
God, may have the leaſt 'Tendency» to . 2 
| ome to the practical Part of Chriſtianity, or to 
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BY Garg" TIS" Aim, as far as my weak Bas 
8 Aaveus il allow, being the Promotion of 
God's Honour, and the Wellfare of my Neigh- 
bour; and, to borrow the Words of one of our 
7 4 Worthies, 'T have no Plot or Deſugn, but an ar. 
dent Wiſh fer the Salvation of your Sun. And, if 
I may be allowed to uſe the Words of the 
great Apoſtle Paul, I will further aſſure you 
1 covil no Perſon s Gifuver, Gold or Apparel 
On the contrary, having ſeen and lamented the 
divers and hurtful Luſts I was obnoxious to, 
when I was in Poſſeſſion of a plentiful Eftate, 
and that they that are rich fall into many Temp- 
tations; my Buſineſs is to warn and caution you 
that are rich, againft the Miſapplication of your 
Wealth. Riches, attain'd lawiully, without 
Covetouſneſs, and too anxious a Defire and 
- Purſuit 1 may obſtruct our godly Attain- 
ments) I grant, are one of the Bleflings of 
Heaven, if rightly and. Lab pa applied; as 
they put us in a Capacity of providing a ne- 
ceſſary Subſiſtence for our Families, and doing 
Acts of Juſtice and Mercy to our Neighbours. : 
But then we muſt remember we are only Ste 
wards of this, as well as every other Gift of 
God; and that we are as culpable in his Sight, 
and a3 accountable to his Juſtice, for the Waſte . 
and Abuſe of Wealth, as for the ill Uſe of 
any other of his Favours and Mercies. 85 
Some plead for Extravagance, Vanity and 
Luxury, in the abſurd Terms of an old Pro- 


verb, that thoſe who win Gold, have a Right. 


do dar it; and that they may apply their o.] 


» 


Honey to. ORE Purpoles they pleaſe: Not 
C 2 con- 
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inflicts on thoſe who adore t 
ſpiſe and negle& the Giver; who receive of his 
Bounty, but fail to acknowledge it; who eat and 
drink, and riſe up to play: 5 


8 20 J 
2 that all temporal Bleſſings ate only 
lent us, and that we can't properly call any 
Thing our own. And if we will but look a 
bout us, we ſhall ſee this Aſſertion greatly 
proved, by obſerving the many Viciſſitudes in 
this one Article of Wealth. Riches, meta- 
phorically ſpeaking, take to themſelves Wings, 


and fly away from one to another, and that we 


are as often ſnatched from them, as they from 
us; a ſignificant Inſtance of which we have in 
our Saviour's Parable of the rich Man, Who, 


- having laid up much Goods for many Years, 


ſottiſhly addreſſes his Soul in theſe Words, Sug, 
take thine Eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry, Luke 
xii. 19. Thus being in this ſtupid Condition, 


- blinded by the God of this World, he never 


once reflects on the Poſſibility of being de- 
pPrived of his Idols by any Means whatioe ver. 

ae obſerve the Equity and uſtice of the 
Almighty in his Jog win which he often 
he Gift, but de- 


y one Stroke of 
his Juſtice he breaks the Inchantment this Man 
had been held in by Satan; diſcovers the Un- 
certainty of temporal Goods and Enjoyments, 
and the Vanity or Folly of truſting and pla- 
eing our Happineſs, in them; and, by the 
Word of his Power, he commands this poor, 

- deluded Mortal to reſign, not only his Wealth, 


but his very Soul, to him that gave it; ſays . 


ing to him in theſe Terms, Thou Fool, this V 
| 5 thy Soul be required of thee; then . 
?Y . ſtall tz 2 "NE be which * haſt provided? 
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H 
uit This Man, as far as we may be allowed to 
judge by his-Folly in this Inſtance, muſt be in 
Ja very unfit State and Condition for Heaven, 

W where it does not appear he had been careful 


es, there will the Heart be alſo. And in our 


Condition, he ſubjoins, & (or in ſuch a Caſe) 
ig be that layeth up Treaſure for himſelf, and is 
zt rich towards God, 


a Proportion or Talent of Grace in my Heart, 
% not - careful to improve it; and while I conti- 
nued in negleq of my Duty, ſo long this Grace 
proved ineffectual, and in vain : But the Gifts 
Rom. ii, 29. for tho“ many may neglect to 
Wrhelcſs the Almighty repents not that he hath 


Wdiſpenſed and beſtow'd them; but graciouſly 
condeſcends, by his frequent V ifitations, either 


y Judgments, to awaken, perſwade, excite 
err allure us to our Duty; and tho' in Time 
Wpaſt we believed not God, who in Effect we 
are {aid to deny, when we worſhip him not as 
x0d ; yet he repents not that he hath called 
s, but repeats his Call to the Careleſs and 
Negligent; of which Number I was, when 
the Almighty, whoſe Compaſſion fails not, re- 
un d to viſit my Soul. In this, the, happigſt 


* 
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Melancholy Situation indeed! and fir worſh, 
than if his Goods had been taken from him. 


to lay up any Treaſure, For where the Treaſure 


Lord's Obſervations on this unhappy Perſon's 


Hat tho' I, as well as others, had received 


for the great Purpoſes before named, yet I wag v 


| 5 and Callings of God are without Repent ance, | 


Wanſwer his Call, or improve his Gifts, never- 


immediately, or inſtrumentally, by Mercies, or 
W 


| Seaſon of my Life, when the Time was come; 
wherein, thro' Mercy I obtain'd Mercy; an 
in which the Moſt High vouchſafed to favour | 
me, by opening my Wes. and diſcovering to 
me the Things that belonged to the everlatting 
Peace and Happineſs of my Soul. And at the 
fame time the Lord was pleaſed to diſplay hig 
excellent Glory, and to give me a Sight of the 
Beauty of Holineſs; and then I could fay, 
F have heretofore unly heard of Thee by the Har- 
ing of the outward Ear, But now mine Eye 
{aw his glory: This amazing tho' lovely Aps 
Pearance of God to my Soul, cauſed me many 
2 time to bow down before the Majeſty of 
Heaven, and, indeed to abhor myſelf in Duſt 
and Aſhes, and frequently te mourn over him 
whom I had many time pierced and griev'd in 
bis Holy Spirit, by my Vanitics and Folly, in 
giving his Glory to Idols, and the Praiſe thag 
was his Due, to the Imaginations of my own | 
Heart. This was the firſt Day's Work of the 
new Creation in my Soul; the Almighty, by 
the Word of his Power, had commanded the 
Darkneſs to be divided from the Light, and, 
by this happy Medium, I continued to make 
new, and, to me, unuſual Diſcoveries ;; I faw 
that I had been an Alien from the Common- 
Wealth of ſpiritual Iſrael, and a Stranger to the 
+ Covenant of Promiſe, having no Hope in Chriſt, 
as I had lived without God in the World; 
and, by neglecting to give that Honour due to 
his Name, I had forfeited the Favour of the 
Almighty, and that heavenly Paradiſe, Which 
the Smiles of his Countenance and Pre- 
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ſence alone can conſtitute: Not for . 

Fault imputed to me, but my on actual Diſ- 
obedience, refuſing that reaſonable Service and 
Homage which he expects and requires from 
all his rational Creatures. I had been remiſs 
in Acknowledgments to my great Creator, and 
merciful Benefactor, at whoſe bountiful Hand 
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L had received not only a ſpiritual Bleſſing, ow . 4 


Gift of Grace in my Heart, but I was indebt 
ed to divine Benificence for a large Share f 
temporal Bleflings ; neither of which was re- 
ceived, or reſented, with a proper Gratitude, 
nor applied to the Purpoſes (Lam fince con- 
vinced and perſwaded in my Underſtanding}: 


they were deſigned for, by the holy Diſpenſers; 


And 1. The Seed (or Word) ſown in my 
Heart by the great Husbandman, was not ſuf- 
fer d to fructify, or bring forth Fruit, agrecable 
to the Praiſe and Glory of God, as the Cares 
of this Life, and the Deceitfulneſs of Riches, 


enter d in, and choak d the Seed, and it thereby 


became unfruitful: And not only the Cares 
and Concerns of the World, which ſometimes 
become. accidentally unlawful, but the vaia 
Pleaſures, irrational Recreations, trifling, uns: 
edifying and pernicious Books, with all the 
Train of idle Amuſements, to which the World 
commonly annex the ſoft and gentle Epithet af; 


Innocent, ingroſsd my» precious Time; the proper.” © ü ; 


Improvement of which wife Men, in all Ages, 
L | ; ; | Faw ed eſteem' d: 75 


To refuge this Doctrine, read Dr. Whithy's Treatiſe on what is ca 

5 one Si} In the Courſe ot my Remarks, I chooſe to produce other 
thorities than thoſe of 6ur on Society; ſince {uh is the, unaccounte 

le Prejudice of ſome People, _— will rejett Truth and Reaſon, 


det no other: Cauſe, but thav it is offered by gne-@all'd S. 
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a lieheſt Point of Wiſdom; und 4 
4 10 ineſtimable a Conſideration, as occaſions a 
late pions Author to aſſert, that the Man as 
"get unborn, who truly knew the value of an Hour: 
And the Apoſtle Paul, in an earneſt Manner, 
exhorts the Believers ts redeem the Time, becauſe 
the Days are evil; and again, directs the Church 
to walk in Wiſe dom towarids them that are with=" 
out, redeeming the Time. That Time was valu- 
able, and to be well employ'd and improv'd, 
1 had often heard: but falſe, deluſi ve Pleaſure, 
_unwilling to hear; or at leaſt to yield to the 
Voice of Truth, robb'd me of that Bleſſing 
= am now, thro” God's Aſſiſtance, endeavouring 
80 Tedeem and improve, agreeable to the 
= Apoſtles Advice: Paſs the Time of your ſos. 
3 here in Fear (and Reverence) fearing to 
offend the Infinite Majeſty of Heaven, who 
takes Cognizance of every Thought, Word, 
and Action. But alas! this Truth and Con- 
ſideration never ſo much as occurr'd, When L 
was ſpending my Days in Vanity, and my 
Vears in unprofitable Purſuits; forgetting the 
holy One of Iſrael, Days without Number; 
never erg as remarking the royal Pros 
phet's Aſſertion, That (not only the flagrantly 
wiekech but thoſe who forget God, 2 be. 
umd into Hl. And the Pro phet Jeremiah 
tells us, God will pour out of his Seer upon the 
Familie that yer not upon his Name, Ter. x. 
And God declares, that Ee had ſuffered , 
the D. -ſolation of his Prople Iſrael, becauſe tb 
had forgotten him, and burnt Trcenſe unto Vans 
95 500 they bad 4 forge him, and 2 to” 
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| themſelves Idols of Vanity, are obnoxious to; 


of Sin appear terrible and ſhoeking,. Which one | 
would think a ſufficient Reaſon to deter Peo- 


da 
God, and excite them to apply to, the Father 


sss. But ſome may object, That tho' many, 
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Falſhood ; that according to their Paſtures. a 
Hall. ans, ſo were they fill d, and their Hearts. 
thereby exalted; therefore have they forgotten + 
me, ſaith the Lord. And the Prophet Hoſea ? 
complains, that {rae! had forgot his Maker, Kg 
and builded Temples to Idols ; that the Calf. (or | 
Idol) of Samaria had taſt them out of, his: Fas. 
vour ; for thy had ſown Vanity and the Mind, 
and they ſhould reap the Whirlwind; that Straus, 
gers ſhould ſwallow them up, the ' Enemy would 
Purſue them, and a Fire ſhould devour thar Pa- 
lates: Theſe are ſome of the diſmal and de- 
plorable Effects of Sin, and the terrible Pe- 
nalties Sinriers* who. forget God, and make to 


in this Life; where the temporal Conſequences 


ple from every Appearance of Evil; but when 
we reflect on this Truth, vis. That with-. 
out ſincere returning to God by Repentance, 
and Amendment of Life, and being reconcil'd 
to Him thro* Sanctification of our Spirits by 
Curist JIxsus, the Puniſhment for our Sins 
will attend us to all Eternity, and will affaredly. 
deprive us of that Reſt and Peace prepar'd only. 
for the People of God:“ How ſhould this? 
Thought ſpeedily remove from every Heart, 
that is not quite inſenſible and obdurate, the 
angerous Sin of Unbelicf in the Power of 


rs 
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Mercies for Remiſſion of Sin by. CarsT 


lied Chriftians liye in too much Forgetfſuls 
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neſs, of God, yet they cannot be n 
| with worſhipping of Idols, as the Jews were; 
po that the above Scripture Paſſages cannot be 
» - altogether applicable to them. I ſhall anſwe 
= this Objection in the Words of one of the alt 
Moyers of the Reformation, vis. Dr. Jahn 
Saupitz: He that prefers any Thing that is 
oa ward and temporal befar: E God, prefers the 
Creature ery; e Creator ; and robs God of 
his Glory and hi beſt Honour, and males that 
to be his Gad, 7 ch is not God's D For that which 
the Heart Javes moſt, the ſame it honours. as 
Cu, whatſaguer the Mouth may ſay to the con- 
Gary. Who knows nat, that if a Chriſtian 
1 ld now-a-days ſay, "that bis Goods, Kc. 
13 "were his God, he would be condemned. as a 
= -£laſpbemer; and yet who is there of us, who 
4 3 © doth not lee, in the daily Practice and Actions 
, Men, that temporal Goods, Pleaſure and Ha- 
nur, are preferred before G 2 and his Love, 
3 4 . to that De ree, that it 1s Matter of Lament ation ? 
5 V will by uo Means endure the Reproach 6 
Leine Lolaters, ihò indeed we are ſo, .really 
"5 in Truth, no leſe than others were &, ald * 
s very Day, O gracious God ! many in 
0 1240 endom wor ſhip Gil, Sikoer, Mood, and the. 
A 2 "fr this World, as oe 2 15 Toy 
n. Tears ago, uotwithitanding t ay Witt 
1 2 Maths, Our Father, which 5 in f 2 
ven: But true Adoration con/ilts 1 loving, not 
„ (peaking. H prays well, who loves Gd 
= ' mf; and he who does nut — od neither 
_ 4s ror can pray, of he repeat a. by 
lain or 33 C Hh who 1 Goc, * J 
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Bim; but he who does not love him, ncichev' 4 
nor tan ſerve him, Dowever great Warks of De- 
wotion ho may outwardlyperform. But to return; 

In this careleſs and forgetful Situation, which 

1 have mentioned, Was I, when the Almighty 

diſpenſed a Share of his temporal Favours to 

me, which I received with a ſtapid Indifference, 

and without Thankſgiving, as they were com- 

mon Mercies ; And like a certain Brute Ani- 

mal, Who devours the Fruit which: falls from a 

Tree, without looking up to ſee from whence 
it comes: 80 J received the Bleſſings of Pro- 
vidence no otherwiſe, but as Things of Chance, 
or of Courſe, or the Effect of Care and In- 

duſtry; not ' conſidering whoſe Hand was ne- 

ceſſary to render our Endeavours ſucceſsful 

and proſperous; nor that the ſame Power that 

beſtows and diſpenſes Bleſſings and Mer- 

cies, can in a Moment remand and call them 

back, and deprive us of them, whenever he 

pleafes; and that for every Morſel we eat, we 


are indebted to God's Bounty and Goodneſs... Hy 


and not to our own Wiſdom or Prudence: In a 
Word, that in Him we live, move, and har? 
our Being. But how inſenſible was I of theſe 
Traths, When, in Effect, I lived as if I had 
been an unaccountable and independent Being, 
and yainly thought my Mountain was made ſo 
ſtrong, that it would never be removed. I Ws 
rich and full, and needed nothing, when alas! => 
T was poor and miſerable, blind and naked, and 
Wanted all Things, when deſtitute of the Fa- 
our of God, and without witneſſing the Smiles 
ar 4 Countenanee. 95 * as the Pſalmift * 3 


uy 


| _«-& Nay 1 58 a once, ſo fooliſh and . 
> "af was $3, faying 85 in Effect, to God, * Depart 


from me, for I deſire not the 8 of 
thy Ways; What is the Almighty that I ſhould 
_ defire him? Or What greater Frofit would a- 
Frue, if we pray d unto Him, or ſeryed Him?” 
By this falſe Reaſoning is the Candle of ine 
| Ungodly. extinguiſhed; from : whence 
geeds Deſtruction upon the Inconſiderate _ 
Uncighteous,. unleſs they return, repent and 
amend. But nom þchold the Goodneſs, Lenity 
and Long-ſuffering, of a merciful God! who 
had been long alluring me by his Mercies. 
= which I paſſed light by, or rejected; he has now 
FgRecourſe to his ſudgments; but neither did I 
pet ſte that Afflictions aroſe not out of the . 
Duſt, but that Mankind were naturally and 


_ promiſcuouſiy born to Trouble. I was indeed 
aàtflicted, and I mourn'd; but it was for the 
= Abſcnee of temporal Bleſſings; and as my De- 
ſixes and Purſuits extended no higher, I endea- 
voured to ſupport my Diſtreſs, by gratify ing 
my Pride and Ambition to the Extent of my 
power. At length, in this Day of Adverſity, 
1 began a little to conſider, and applied to God, 
in Prayer and Supplication, that he would be 
pleaſed, to deliver me out of my Diſtreſs, or 
lupport me under it; Kill ignorant of the 3 
of his Sal vation, or that ons was {piritual Con- 
ſolation in ſtore for me on certain Conditions, if 
= HI rightly applied for them; but being inſenſſ 
dle of- the Want of them, 1 as yet asked them 
not, till the happy Seaſon of my Life, Whereim 
29 vitneſſed a * Turn of Minh, by: I. 
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rawing 8 Cords of God's Love inclining e 
to ſeek his Face and Fayour, with greater Ar: 
deney and Feryour than I had ever been ſenfiy 
ble of betore: I now! began to view and conſider 
Things in another Light than I formerly had 
done; and, by reverſing the err the 
fading Objects and Enjoy ments of this Life 
leſlend in my View and Account; and as the 
Love of God and of heavenly Things increaſed 
in my Heart, ſo in Proportion my Fondneſs for 
worldly Enjoyments decreaſed and vaniſhed. 
At length the warmeſt Returns of Love 
Gratitude began to ariſe in my Soul to God, 
who firſt loved me, and had done great Things 
for me, by plucking my Feet out of the Mirg 
and Clay of Sin and Folly, and fixing them upon 
the Rock CHALS H JESUS. He alſo put anew. 
Song in my Mouth, which none but thoſe 
who are in Degree redeem'd by his precious 
Blood can ſing, even Praiſes to our God! L hug 
on my turming to God, I began to witneſs new 
'T houghts, new Deſires, new Affections, new 
Hopes, new Joys, and new Fears; and to ſeg . 
the Neceſſity of Regeneration and a new Birth 
unto Righteouſneſs, without which I could not 
pally enter the Kingdom of God; that all 
hings muſt be ad: and become new, all 
of, and pointing to God. And farther, if 1 
would be Cunlsr's Diſciple, I muſt deny my 
ſelf, take up a Croſs to my on Will, be ſub» 
ect to, and follow him, under whoſe Banner 
had now liſted; thus examining and purſuing 
this Doctrine and Precept of our Lord's, I was 
_ 15 in ſome Degree. to What * 
x e 
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led Buakiriſm (tho it appear'd to me in no 
| Other Form nor Name, than that of 2 — 5 
Chriſtianity) which, in my firſt Thoughts of 
Religion, I had no more Intention of 1 
chan I had of receiving Mahomtiſm; knowing 
Uttle more of the Auakers, than that They 
were à plain People in their Garb and Speech, 
But it has been remarked to me, that my Mo- 
ther was ſome Time of this Perſuaſion, and no 
Wonder that T ſhould have a warm Side for 
her Opinion, I anſwer'd, My Father was a 
Member of the Church of England, and edu- 
rated me in that Way; and T well remember, 
J had a much warmer Side for his Opinion; not 
that I knew what was the eſſential Difference 
in their religious Sentiments, or at leaft that 
affected me, any farther than that one allow 'd 
me ſomething more Liberty in Dreſs; whereas 
the other would tell me Plainneſs in Appare! 
was moſt agrecable to Chriſtianity, and to the 
Divine Being, who hated Pride in his Creatures, 
To be ſure I thought this Doctrine abſurd, by 
the Reflection T remember I made at the Time, 
That God, 1 believed, wand not reject me, on 
the Score of wearing Lace, or a fine and gay 
Sk Gown. I have thought ſince, any one 
might imagine I had fetch'd my Argument 
from Lucretian Principles, that the Almighty 
eould not deſcend fo low as to notice ſuch 
Trifles, or mark little Follies, if Gaiety in Ap- 
parel ſhould be One; but no Wonder that when I 
was a Child, Tſhould reaſon as a Child, Tam ſen» 
Hible that Silks. Ribbons and Lace, are not any: |. 
Where in' Seripture -diredtly- forbidden x ür 
* 'S | __ kann. © 
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learn from thence, that Pride, and all Manner 
of Superfluity, is. And if, by wearing this rich 
Silk, or adorning ourſelves with the other ſys 
perfluous Ornaments, we feed and nouriſh g, 
proud, vain Deſire, it becomes by this Circum- 
ſtance as unlawful as Pride itſelf; and that they 
do ſo, I have greatly experienced: bor the N. 
ligion ſtands not ſimply in Clothes, yet true Reli. 
gion ſtands in that which ſets Bounds and Limits 
to the Mind with reſpect to Clathes, as well as 
other Things. And to ſtrengthen this Aſſertion, 
or rather to prove it, I ſhall offer an Inſtance 
of my own Experience, viz. When it pleaſed 
the Lard to viſe my Soul, and to appear to 1s: 
in his Glory, the View of which diſcever'd to me. 
Wy ownUnworthineſs, and cauſed me not only to do- 
ſpiſe and abhor myſelf, but my ſplendid Apparel 
alſo: I had now no Delight in Dreſs and Ornament, 
nor ot her Things I had uſually taken much Pleas 
fure in; True Chriſtianity, which I began to be 
acquainted with, ſet a Bound to my Deſires, and 
directed me to Flainne(s, before 1 had any Intention, 
of joining the Society of the Penple called Quakers z 
and 5 all earthly and tran{itory Objects ere, 
. and are, in my View and Eſtimation, as Loſs, 
Droſs and Dung, in Campariſon of the Excellency, 
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| Glory and Beauty, 1 behold in God, and find in, 


the Emmyment of his Divine Favour; and at. 
times 1 am ready to cry out, O! how great is his 
| Glory, and tranſcendently great his Beauty !- 

But to return: When 5 (by Marriage) 


| remoy d from my Mother's Care and Direction, 
1 continued in my Father's: Profeſſion of : Rel? 


gion, for no other Reaſon that I remember, but 275 
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that it allow'd me moſt Liberty in Dreſs and 
Recreations, tho' my Father, as well as my 

Mother, did not fail to inculcate a juſt Abhor- 
rence' of the Evils the moral Law condemns. 
However, when J confider'd and examined re- 
Ugioaus Matters with more Serioufrieſs, Sincerity 
I and Attention, than was uſual with me, I found, 
the little Religion (or rather the Profeſſion of 
it) that T had, was that of my Education, which 
F could not properly call my own; as it was not 
the Religion of my Judgment, which I find 
abſolutely neceſſary; and highly feaſonable to 
be concerned for. I read the Scriptures with 
ſome Attention; and I have conſider'd the fol- 
lowing Text, that unleſs we deny ourſelves,” ana 
tate up a daily Groſs, we cannot be CHRIST 's 
Diſciples. This Paſſage appear'd to me to con- 
tain ſome other and further Conſtruction and 
Defign than many People allow, who confine it 
to moral Precepts and Duties. But before L 
Proceed to ſay in what Senſe others, as well as 
= myſelf, underſtand this Chriſtian Doctrine, 1 
= think it may not be impertinent briefly to give 
ſome Reaſon of my Faith and Hope, which T 
deſie to do in the ſame Diſpoſition the Apo- 
=. file recommends, vis. In Meekneſs and Fear. 
And firſt, upon examining the Creed call'd The 
-”  JFApoſites, I could ſubſcribe to every Article 
” therein contain'd, except one, (Chriſt deſcended 
3 into Helly which, if it be meant no other than 
. the Grave, I ſubſcfibe to that affo; Next, I 
have conſidered and examined The Articles of the e 
Church of England (of which T had profeſſed <1 
muyſelf a Member ſeme Years, without ſo muck 11 


nd 11 held 
Without Breach Ne 
ny Profeſſors at this 1 75 ds upon 122 
the above Articles (as Wel 38 conſidering the 
Opinion of moſt diſſenting Sects) I could not 
reconcile ſome, Opinions therein containe# with 


Scripture Doctrine and Teſtimonies; partioular- * 4.4 


ly a Paragraph in the fifteenth Article, Where 
: it is ſaid, "hind We are all, baptized and born 
. in CHRIST) yet, we. offend in «many 
n This e yy to me mani- 
rept and n l 4 25 gon ® 
n 3 in th He . ect Free- 
25 from Sin. And * T ext EY quoted 
by chat Church „ill not import the Apoſtle | 
himſelf, to be" included in it, 1 bn i. N And 
* am 'of | Opinion, we may fafely intetpret the 
Faſſag 0 by Lame other Scripture. Text; herein | 


"MW 


ves by no Meabs can be undetitood, that they 
the dves were in the like Eifcum an 
And nom I hall offer, the following Scripture 
Teſtimonies Which. appear to corroborate, and 
Sreatly to juſtify us, With regard to a Lenet 
We particularly hold, vi Zl Peſſbili (Gods 
e 4 GI .of.. 2 * 4 W E 
* © W N 


e This Dogtrine bolt deny's by nett Chiifitins grerpt the Bel, 
'% jg I thought proper to e Part of a Sate n on rh ego 


between a Clergyman and 2 Quaker * | 
A Doſt t uon @ Purgatory ? . k AJ, Gab 
* When * Lr ae fee FromnKin, 1 * 8 85 Hewint 
ieye e to forgive his i Slag, | 
o fit them fot Heaveh, 2 - e 
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Man, and perfect in his Generation.” ſob was 
a perfect Man, and one that fear d God, and 
17 4 Evil. God made David's Way ee, 

ed are the Undefiled in the Way, 

mall in the Law of the Lord. Be ye e 

perfect, as your Father which is in Heaven is 


 perfet?. Every one that is perfect ſball be as his 

Maler. ie [peak Wiſdom * them that are 

perfect. This a 15 we wiſh, even your Per fend 
fr r 


tron, Finally, Brethren, be Kelle rfett; That A 
Man of God may be perfect, thoroug Br ed 

to every good Word and Work.” But the God of all 
Grace make you perfect. That you may be 5 4 5 
aud intire, wanting nothing. Therefore leaving 


£0. on to Perfection. Tachariah and: Elizabeth 
wwere both holy, walking in all the 171 
of the Lord blamtleſs. © The Apoſtle Paul 

. Conſcience Void f Offence, both in the ele 


God and Man. If we ſay we have Fellow 2m, 
and do 


4 Wy * With Cad, and walk in Darineſs, we lie, 


_ bee Years; to which his * anſwer d, He beligres 


vr the Truths Every Man that bath "Hope in 


CHRIST purificth 2 even as he is 5 


5 22 commutteth 3m tranſgreſſeth the 


or Sin is the Tranſere the Law. 75 
fever abideth in bum fumeth nor; for you know 
"That CHRIST was ene ” take away our 

Sins. Whoſagver 1 meth hath not ſeen him, neither 

known him. Little Children, let no Man deceive 

Jou. He that apeth Righteouſn neſs is righteous, even 
as he is ri Bau — gue be that committeth Sin is 


- 


oy 


© I believe a Day or _ as __ as an Hour or two. 
er. I believe ſo to 
The Quaker carri 


go ne 


pradually to a Month or two, till he brought ies. | 
and. 
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; * ths Divi. Bir 7 + * was the Son of . 


God manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the Works © 


of. the Del. Whoſ acer 1s ers, of God ſmineth. 
not; but he that is 1 „ of God: keepeth him 
ft, ant that wicked One toucheth 7 2 not, 1 John 
v, 18. If we ſay that we have not ſmned, we male 
him a Liar, and his Mord is not in us; but 
we confeſs and forſake our din, he is faithful and 


juſt to forgive us our Sins, and 10 cleanſe us from 


all Unrighteouſneſs, which is 5, And further, 


I obſerve, that both the Old and N ew-Tcſta- : 


ment abound with Exhortations to a Life of 


Holineſs and Purity. Let us cleanſe ourſehves, 
ſays the Apoſtle Paul, from the Pollution of Fleſb 


and Fier, erfecking Holineſs in the Fear of 


God: And 1 have never remarked any Text 5 


yet, that leaves me the leaſt Room to think, 
that a partial Holineſs will render us acceptable 
to God. And upon reading a certain Annota- 
tor * on the Subject, tho? he denies the Doc- 
trine, yet is obliged to own this much, That ta. 
require perfect Obedience to his Laws, is a Thing 
abſolutely neceſſary on God's Part, from the Pers 


fettion of his Divine Nature, aud his Relation to — 
ur as a Governor; to require that we ſbould not © 


ſm; that is, fays be 


tranſgreſs any of God's 
Laus: For Sin bein 


he Tranſgreſfion of the Law, 


and perfect and un Ga Obeatence being one and £ 


the ſame, if God requires under the new C 
nant that ſbould not tranſereſs any of his * 
as he moſt certainly muſt do, he muſt require me 
not to ſin againſt them; and ſo he mult a 


N e and "an/aming Obedione, Another Clerw/ 
5 E 2 1 Semen Ep 
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yman, diſcot Fs on the Gubjett of Holineſs. 
Has theſe Words: The Divine wa ig tran ſcen- 
du holy, and inſinitely perfect; be is the Foun- 
E all Holineſs, aud |; antlifies. bis Sainte, his 
" Has his Miniſters, he requires "perfett © 
Hel 5 in thoſe who approach him, arid d 
e his Servants. And he further 
= ſays, That true Holineſs conſiſts in a Conformity. 
_ 10 the Nature and Milf God; whereby,a Saint 
7 7s diſtingw/bed from the unrenew 'd World, and is 
not acted by their Principles, nor govern 4 by their 
- Maxims and Ciſtems. But farther," upon pe- 
ruſing the Scripture, I have found no Room 
for Ceremonies under the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, 
nor Precedent for Muſick in the Chriſtian. 
Church. The. Liturgy, or Form of Prayer, 
became quite uſeleſs to me, and ſinging David's 
Palms burthenſome; 1 conſiderd, and it ap- 
* Pear d to me, we were endeavouring rather to 
pPleaſe and gratify our own Ear, thanfi inging to 
[ * . ide Praiſe and Glory of God; and I find that Da- 
dis Plalms can no more be ſuitable to the 
j of State of the Souls of a whole or numerous Con- 
4 gregation, than the ſame Form of Prayer can 
be cede to all Conditions and ſpiritual Caſes. 
I ſhall, among many, give a few Inſtances of 
the Inconſiſtency and Unſuitableneſs of the 
Palms of David, to the Conditions of Men of 
the following Characters, who, when they are 
in the Aſſemblies where theſe Pſalms are ſung 
occaſionally, they cuſtomarily join in this Part 
of the Worſhip. © The Wanton, who ſpends his 
precious Time in Jollity, he ſings, I am weary 
; wh * of AN ads 1 make ” a 10 * : 


* 


3 Ty " 12 = - 
! =. 1 7 2 4 k , _— K pe 
jy 1 2 N * 8 n IF 4 0 o N > * » als "WY * * * 
4 a) 4 1 Y : ww EY 0 | \ 
a+: Y 1 - 19 o JN . r bf 4 Pry Ju 
WC 4 2 A F \ a * pe ut j 
wa RJ 5g” gd, . © nN 
7 , ' D 
* 19 * 2 4 
2 + W \ 4.44 7 
F * nnn 


* I wh. ; aac 37 * 1 
with n Lars. The proud Atheiſt; Who wan” 
baniſhed) God out of al his Thoughts, he fings, 
I have ſet the Lord always before me, &c. The 
vain Man, who delights in the Company and 
Society of wicked Perſons, he ſings, I hau 


bated the Congregations of HEvilrdhers. The Wis, a 
ther'd Tree, dead to God, and conſequently 


fruitleſs, he ſings, I am like 4 green Olroe-tree 
in the Houfe of God. He whoſe Heart is a Cage 
of Uncleanneſs, ſings, My Hart is matting a 
god Matter. The ally Feaſter, whale Legs 
can, ſcarge bear about his corpulent Rx, he 
ſings, th Knees are weak thro Faſting, and my 
Helo faileth of Fatneſs. Satan's Captive, who 
wallows in the Mire and Filth of Sin, he fings, 
Lord, truly I am thy Servant. The lawleſs 
Man, whoſe Life is a Life of Rebellion, 6 
to Sin and Satan, he ſings, The Law 9 | 
Mouth is dearer unto me than Thouſands of Gila Gold” 
aud Sitver, The proud and ambitious Perſon. 
ſings, Lord, my Heart is not haughty, nor mine 
Hes lofty ; my Sond is even as a weaned Child, 
&c. It has been objected, that we may as rea- 
ſonably ſing David's Pſalms, as read them; but 
J apprehend an eſſential Difference. between 
reading them as David's Experience, or Words 
he uſed in praiſing God (which were no Doubt . 
ſuggeſted by the Holy Spirit) and reducing 
them to our own Acts of Worſhip ; unleſs the 
Words be ſuitable to the State of our Souls, 
and brought to our Remembrance by the fame 
Divine Influence which preſented them to the 
Mind of David, according as they ſuited the 


Fele of his Soul, or were ſuitable-or 
* © | pp 
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1 Wo "In Condition of Wo. to 3 
he ſometimes ſpeaks, in a feeling Ser of the 
different States of the Godly, 55 the . : 
I have allo confider'd it irrational to limit and 
preſeribe to a Chriſtian, even the weakeſt, a ſet. 

Form of Prayer, ſince the Apoſtle Paul ex- 
5 preſly declar'd, Ve know not what we? ſhould. 

pray. for as we-cnght, but the Spirit itſelf matah 

 Interceſſion for us with Groamngs, which can- 
not be utter d, Rom viii. 26. 
remember, when J experienced the Work 
of God's Grace operating an my Soul, and diſ- 
covering to me my State and Conditibn, the 

/ common Prayer became of no. Service to me, 
s 1 found it highly neceſſary that my Heart 
ſhould be prepared by the Lord to enable me 
to addreſs him by his own Spirit; and when he 
is pleaſed to touch and incline the Heart to him- 


| * elf, behold (as it is ſaid on a memorable Oc- 


caſion) we pray, We are immediately taught 
to pray in Terms ſuggeſted by the Holy Spirit, 
who beſt knows our Neceſſities, helps our In- 


Frmities, and cauſes us ſuitably to approach the 


Throne of Grace, and to requeſt and pray with 
te Spirit, and with the Underſtanding. And 
as we are not to pray in our own Words, nei- 
ther can we pray acceptably in our o.]n Time; 
as I have witneſſed on a very particular Occaſion, 


. Shen I profeſſed myſelf a Member of the 
Church of England. Being return'd from a 


Voyage, I, according to Cuſtom, ſent Notice, 
that 1 ſhould publickly give God Thanks for 


my Preſervation at Sea; thus when the ſtated ? 


; 0. of Thankſgiving Was read, I Was 1 
d 
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properly warm'd, nor influenc'd to addreſs the 
Almighty, at the Time the Congregation was 


told, 1 was giving God humble and hearty 


Thanks tor ſuch a Mercy; I repeated the Form 
indeed, but it was only with my Lips, my 
Heart had little Share in this formal Devotion; 
and reflecting, while on my Knees, that I was 


wrong, conſequently the Sacrifice of Thankſ- 
giving I had offer d in ſo unacceptable a Man- 


ner, muſt be an Offence to God. The above 
Reflection, I am not aſham'd to ſay, cauſed me 
to tremble at the very Inſtant. Thus I find, 
that waiting to be ſuitably influenced by the 
Spirit, ought to be previous to this ſolemn Act 
of Worſhip. But farther, as T have above no- 
ted, I find no Place in the Church of CHRIST 


for Ceremonies, as they appear to be a very 
. of foirit 


great Obſtacle in the Wa ual Worſhip; © A 1 


of CHRIST muſt 8 us for ſpiritual Wor- 
ſhip. And tho wink'd at Times of Igno- 


trance and Blindneſs, when Men vainly imagin d 
that Worſhip was moſt acceptably perform'd to 


him at this Place, or the other Mountain; 
in this, or the other Ceremony; yet CHRIS 
the Light, who came, and is come to diſ- 
pel all the dark Clouds of Ignorance and Er- 
ror, and to direct Men to himſclt the Way, the 

Light, and the Truth, on a remarkable Occa- 
ſion explodes Mens Opinions in this important 
Matter, by ſaying, that it was neither at Jeru- 


lem, nor yet at the Mountain (of Samaria) h 
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Haller was to be worſhipped x, bug the Hur w-. 
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deed on my Knees, but my Heart was not. 
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ip the Father. in Spirit and in Truth: For 
the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. God is 4 
Sirit, and thoſe who worſhip him (acceptably) 
muſt worſhip - him in Spirit and in Truth, not in 
_Formality and Ceremonies. The Author of 2 
Preface to the Common Prayer tells us, The 
Femonies retain'd in the Church (of England) were 
_ Weviſed and inſtituted by Man, and ſame that are 
" Thrown out, enter d at firſt with a Zeal without 
 Knowled 4, and grew daily to more and more A 
buſes; w which not only for Unprofitablenecſs,. but be- 
cauſe they have much blinded the People; and ob- 
ſeured the Glory of God, are rejected. Others, 
Hays he, the deviſed by "Man; arc"retain'd for 
Order and Edification: And at the ſame Time 
tells us, that C RIS r's Goſpel is not à coremo- 
Fad Law ; but it is a Religion to ſerve God, not 
in the Bondage .of the Figure and Shadow, but 
in the Freedom of the Sor. To this laſt'Pro- 
_ poſition J heartily agree; then why ſhould we 
return to the weak and beggarly Elements, or 
deſire again to be in Bondage? Jou obſerve, (ays 
the Apoſtle 72 Days and Months, and Times 
and 7 ears; I am afraid of you, leſt 1 have be- 
flowed up on 10 our in dan: But as ge have 
received er 12 the Lord, fo walk-in 
bim, aad beware leaſt any Man ſpoil on thro 
a Philoſophy, and vain Deceit, after the Traditions 
: 2 Men, after the Rudiments of the Worldy and 
wm oy CHRIST. Why, as tho liumg in the 
for d, are ye Subjefts to Ordinauces? "Touch not, 


a _ taſte wt, handle not, which all are to periſh with 
1 . , after the Commandments a IM: 
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of Men. But I ſhall no longer inſiſt on theſe 
Matters of Diſputation; neither do I | 
pole to give an Account of the Tenets * 
Principles profeſſed by us as a Society, that be- 
ing already dune in a very ample Manner by 
our Friend Nobert Barclay. I have only tho't 
proper to mention ſeveral Qbſtacles which lay in 
my Way when I began to ſearch for Truth : For 
as my Buſineſs is not Controverſy, but Love, 


Good- will and Charity, to all Mankind, I pur- 


poſe to give you a ſhort Account of the great 
Diſadyantages I labour'd under in a State of 
Forgetfulneſs of God; and the inexpreſſible 


Benefits J have witneſſed from a Return to, and 
Attention upon God, and Submiſſion, Reſigna- 
tion, and Subjection to his bleſſed Will and 
Commands. And as far as my Teſtimony to 


the Power and Efficacy of the Grace of God, 
and the Doctrine and Neceſlity of bearing the 
Croſs, will go, to invite, perſuade and beſeech 


you to draw nigh, and acquaint yourſelves with 
God, thro' J=sUs CHRIST our Lord, who hath 


ſaid, and now ſays, Lok unto me all Jo Ends 
of the Earth, and be ye ſaved. In vain is Sal- 


vation look' 4 for from the Hills or Mountains, 


or from our own exalted Imaginations, or high 
Pretenſions to Religion. And I have this Teſti- 
mony to bear to God's Power, that I witneſſed 
Salvation from Sin only and alone, from the Om- 


nipotent Hand of the Lord, giving me Victory 
cover my vain Thoughts, Affections and Defires; 
and bringing them under the Power of the 
\ Croſs of CHRIS r, by which I am crucified unto 
| the e World, and the World unto me, There- 


F dre 


bis Hand is not ſhorten'd, that it cannot ſave, 


= witneſs God in CarIST reconciling you to him- 
©” fell. The Time preſent, we all know, is only 


T «1 

fore if you would enter into his Reſt, wy 
not your Hearts againſt the Call and Invitat 

+ our compaſſionate Lord continues to give all 
(returning) Sinners; Come unto me, (lays Chriſt) 
all ye that are Weary, and heavy laden, with 
the Burden of your Sins, be willing to part with 
them, and he will give you Reſt. Let not, 1 
befecch you, the Sin of Unbelief, in the Power 
of CRRIS T, enter your Hearts: Tor if ye be- 
lieve not (fays Chriſt) that I am It, (viz. the 
Saviour of the World, who is come to ſave you 
from your Sins) and contime in your Sins, you 
ſhall die in them; and then whither I go you 
cannot come. Fly then for your Lives, I be- 
ſeech you; fly from the Wrath to come; ap- 
ply to CarrsT for eternal Life, and he will 
inform you what you muſt do to be ſaved ; his 
Power is eternally and unchangeably the ſame ; z 


neither is his Ear heavy, that it cannot hear; 
therefore give not Sleep to your Eyes, till you 


ours; then, while 'tis called to Day, let us 
hear his Voice, who ſpeaks as never Man ſpoke, 
even with Power and Authority, ſaying, Riſe 
up you that are at Eaſe in your Sins; tremble ye 
careleſs Ones; caſt your Idols from 90u, and look 
unto the Rock and holy One of Iſrael; ſeek the 
| Lord while he may be found, 445 y 1 him 11 
he is near; let the Wicked forſake his Ways, and 

the unrighteous Man his 1 and turn unts 
the Lund, and he will have Merg, aud to urn 
— who will abundant pardon. 9 

n 1 wauld _ 
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I would now obſerve to you who ind ulge 
yourſelycs in the falſe Pleaſures, vain Amuſe- 
ments and Recreations, of the Age, which 
once I had a Fondnels for, as well as you now 
have; that when the Almighty was pleaſed in 
his Mercy to open the Eyes of my Under- 
ſtanding, I plainly perceived by that Light 
(he had placed in my Conſcience, which ena- 
bled me to diſcern between Right and Wrong, 


the Precious and the Vile) that a Life of Plea= 


ſure and Diverſion was inconſiſtent with the 
Life of a Chriſtian; I found, that to be thus 
carnally minded, has been Death to my Soul; 
but as I gradually witneſſed CHRIS TH, and the 


Power of his Reſurrection raiſing me from the 
Death of theſe Sins, I felt a Neceſſity of part» 


ing with, and denying myſelf of them; and 
I conſider'd them to be of the greateſt Obſta» 
cles in a religious Progreſs, But it has been 
objected, that Recreations are abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary to unbend and relax the Mind, when it 
has been occupy'd or employ'd in worldly Al- 


fairs, or in the more ſcrious Attention on divine 
Objects, to which it is not poſſible it can be 


BY . £ 


attending always. I grant, that our Lord's 


enjoining his Followers, to watch and pray con- 
tinually, and Paul's exhorting the The{/a/onzans, 


to pray. without ceaſing, does not, in a ftri&- 


and literal Senſe, oblige us to be always on our 
Knees, nor occupy'd in mental Prayer; for 
tho' We ought to be led and guided by the 


Spirit of CuR1sT in all our Actions, or, at leatt, 


that all we do by Permiſſion, as well as by im- 
mediate Direction, may be approved in his 


Sight; 


— 


"ts FG, 
Sight ; yet we are not at all Times under an 
Influence neceffary for addrefling the Throne of 
Grace, in the folemn Act of Prayer: Neverthe- 
leſs, we ſhould always be ſo far in a Spirit of 
Prayer and Watchfulneſs, as we ought to be 4 
ways in a Chriſtian and virtuolis Temper 95 
Mind; which is indeed truly and effectually 
worſhipping the Divine Being, when we do 
not confine our Service to ſet Days, or appoint- 
ed Hours of Devotion, but to a conſtant, ſtea- 
dy and uniform Life of Virtue, Piety and Ho- 
lineſs. Some are apt to think all is well, and 
they have done their Duty to God, when they 
eglect not cuſtomary times of formal Prayer, 
or Devotion (as it is falſely called) or their Di- 
verſions don't interfere with this Formality, 
which by ſome is punQually perſorm'd. This 
— bring: to my Reniembratice the abſurd as well 
as impious Character a certain Author gives of 
4 E à2 Woman of this prepoſterous Compoſition of 
Diverſion and Devotion, or, in his own Words, 
of Religion and Cards; he repreſents her, in 
ſome Interval of her Game, juſt recollecting it 
Was her Hour of Devotion or Prayer, upon 
which ſhe riſes in great Precipitation, and de- 
fires her Nei-hbour to hold her Cards till ſhe 
ſteps and ſays her Prayers. - To mention this 
Character, is ſufficient to ſhew the Abſurdity 
of it. Again, the Deſeription another Writer 
gives of a Woman at her Gaming-Table, is e. 
nough, one would imagine, to make the hard- 
eſt Forchead bluſh: And to lay no more, than 
that it renders her unaimable in the Eyes of 
xcafonable People, one would judge, this wonld _ 


L 6 ] 
be a great Reaſon for her to decline the Divers 
ſion; but when ſhe is repreſented acculing her 
ill Fortune, as ſhe calls it, in Terms of Fury 
and Abfurdity; the Portrait! is horrid and ſhock+ 
ing, unbecoming a rational Mind, and moſt un- 
worthy any Perſon who profeſſes Chriſtianity. 
Compare this Character with humble Marys 
ſitting at her Lord's Feet, waiting to hear the 
gracious Words that proceeded out of his 
Mouth compare it with the Apoſtle's De- 
ſeription of a Woman profeſſing Godlineſs, whoſe 
Mind is adorn'd with Meefne ,s, Qnjerneſs and 
Modeſty ; and tee if you can diſcover one ſimilar 
Line in the Characters. Again, deſcribe a Wo- 
man dancing at a Ball, and adorn'd with all the 


Luxury and Pomp of Drels, tending, accord» - | 


ing to the Opinion of a pious Writer, to excite 
a Paſſion IT forbear to name; and Country 


Dances, ſome of em, you know, are condemn'd_ .. 43 
by a Writer much admir'd by the polite ank 


faſhionable Part of the World, who peruſe him, 
[ have thought, to very little Purpoſe : Exa- 
mine, I tay, the Characters IJ have mentioned, 

and fee if you can obſerve the leaſt Trace of 
Chriſtianity in them: In ſhort, a dancing, 
gaming, maſquerading Chriſtian, appears as great 
I Contradiction, and ſounds as harſh and uncoutk 
in one's Ears, as a polluted Chriſtian; which L 
have heard a learn'd Perſon ſay, was no Incon- 
fiſtency ; however, he faibd in his Proof, ſince. 
I can as ſoon reconcile Light and Darkneſs, 
CHRIST and Belial, as that a Perſon can be 
Hoth a Sinner and a Saint, at the ſame Moment 
ov Time. But, further, tho ſome Recreations, 
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een choſen and adapted, may be lawful to 
2 Chriſtian; yet I have found thoſe the Gene- 
| rality of People allow themſelves in, are perni- 
eious and hurtful in their Conſequences, and 
therefore unlawful to, and incortfiftent wit 
the Life of a Chriſtian, Upon peruſing the 
Scripture, I find the Apoſtle Paul exhorting 
the Gorinthians in theſe Words, Whether ye eat 
or drink, or whatſoever ye ds, do all to the 
Glory of God: From whence J alſo learn, that 
T ought not to do any Thing that would ob- 
ſtruct or hinder, or may be in Oppoſition to 
God's Honour, And tho I don't find any di- 
rect Prohibition of Cards, Plays, Balls, Aﬀem+ ,, 
blies, Maſquerades, Mulick-gardens, Sc. yet 1 
E obſerve they are indirectly forbid, as they have 
BE not the leaſt Tendency to promote God's Glo- 
ry; but, on the contrary, if you'll take my 
own Experience for Evidence, tend to hinder 
and prevent any Taſte or Reliſh for divine or 
ſpiritual Enjoyments; the Soul given up to 
= ſenſual Pleaſure, lies ſordidly groveling on 
Earth, when tis deſing d to contemplate and 
enjoy mate rational, as well as ſublime and 
heavenly Delights. We are told by an Author 
. (prerty 4 —4 read) who diſcourſing, in 
3 ome of his Writings, on the Deſign of the 
Almighty in placing Mortels here on Earth, Ve 
F ere, lays he, /eft hera ir a Time, to be edu- 
 * © gated for Heaven. Bit eh we look about, 
3 and obſerve what Methods for this Education 
” , are purſued, ve cant well help concluding, the 
| _. Generality of People have very unnatural, in- 
= adequate and groſs Ideas, of that glorious Kings Z 
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"dom; and that, if they reflect at all, they muſt 
conſider it no other than a Mabometan Paradiſe; 
as the Plan of Education now-a-days, ſeems de- 
fign'd and calculated, to qualify for a Place 
where the Senſes are only to be gratified and 
entertained : And indeed I am induced to think 
the Apoſtle's Doctrine quite revers'd by. thoſe 
called Chriſtians, who, many of them, appear 
to live by Sight, and not by Faith. That 
Chriſtians ought not to indulge themſelyes in 
the uſual Pleaſures, Diverſions, and vain Cuſ- 
toms, of the World, ſeems evident from the 
facred Writings; as theſe Amuſements a ra to 
be diametrically oppoſite to the Spirit, | | 
and Rules of Chriſtianity; that Syſtem N R 
abſolutely of another Nature and Tendency, - 
calculated to ſubdue and regulate the Paſſions 8 
and AﬀeCtions of the Mind, by calling us to a 
Life of Self-denial, and inſtructing us to walk = 
in the Steps of an humble, lowly and crucified, 
Saviour; for whoever will be Caz1sT's Diſci- 
ple, muſt erucify the Fleſb, with the Aﬀections 
and Laſts; and I think the following Paſſages 
of Scripturc greatly eyince, that a Life of Plea- * 
fure is inconſiſtent with the Life of Chriſtianityz = 
the Apoſtle Paul tells us, that thoſe who live in 
Pleaſure, are dead white they live: Dead to Gt 
and ſpiritual Enjoyments. Chriſtians . are by *' 
the ſame Apoſtle exhorted to redeem the Time, A 
becauſe the Days are Evil; which. I cannot.re= ®. © 
concile to the faſhionable Phraſe uſed by pro- 
feſſed Chriſtians; Eu] ſball we kill Time d 
Wark aut your own Salvation with Fear aud 
Krembling, 1 is a Procept incompatible to 0 
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the greateſt Part of our precious Time in Mirth, 


MWantonneſs, Gaming, Dancing, Sc. He ſober, 


be vigilant, becauſe your an a the Devil, is 
walking about like a roaring Lion, ſeeking whom 
he may devour, whom reſiſt, ſtadfaſt in the 


Faith: I have confider'd this Paſſage alſo, and 


find it contrary to the Practice of modern 
Chriſtians; who, inſtead of reſiſting the Temp- 
tations of Satan, blindly ſeek and run into 
them, by their frequent Attendance on pro- 
phane and wanton Plays, vain Muſick-gardens, 
and wicked Maſquerades, Opera's, Sc. The 
Reaſon why Chriſtians are to be found in a 
watchful Poſture; is here given; Becauſe our 


Adverſary the Devil, is ſeeking whom he, may de- 


Gour ; we are exhorted to take Heedhow we 
Rand; leſt we fall; to watch and pray, leſt we 
enter into Temptation; therefore a Life of Wan- 
tonneſs and Kiot, Eaſe and Security, cannot be 
agreeable to that Cifeumſpection and Diligence 
-requiſite in every Ghriſtian, in order ta nale 


his Calling and Election ſure. And I have tho't 


a Life of Diverſion and Pleaſure, is very unſuit- 
able to Sinners, who may be guilty of immo- 
ral Acts, and, perhaps, have lived long in open 
Violation of God's Laws: Surely it is high 
Time for ſuch as theſe to awake out of Sleep, 


-nounces a Woe againſt ſuch as are at Eaſe in 
their Sins; and calls upon them to reform, in 


_ "theſe Words; Cleanſe your Hands, 3e Sinners, | 


257750 'y your Hearts, ye double-minded, be 
ed for your Sin, mourn aud weep + Goto, 
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out of the Lethargy and Death of Sin; for 


the Lord, by the Mouth of his Prophet, pro- 
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ou rich Men, weep and howl for your M. ſeries 


thas ſhall come upon you ; for you have lived in 
Pheaſure on the Earth, and been wanton; ye 
have -nouriſhed your Hearts as in a Lay of 
daughter, &c. And our Lord pronounces a 
Woe againſt them that /augh now, for they 
«ſpall weep and mourn ; but bleſſed are ye that 
weep now, for ye ſhall rejoice hereafter. Weep 
for yourſelves. and for your Children, was the 
Advice of CHRIST to the Daughters of Jeru- 


ſalem; and very neceſſary for us at this Day, 


that our Mirth ſhould be turned into Mourning, 
and the evil Rejoicing of many into Heavinels. 
Theſe; and ſuch like Sentences of the. ſacred 
Records, appear to me to be irreconcilable with 
the common Study and Practice of leaving To- 
kens of Mirth, Luxury and Wattonneſs, in 99 
every Place, ſa ing, To merrow ſhall be as this, 
Day, and much mere abundant ; whereas a 9 
know not what ſhall be on the Morton * For 
what is your Life! It is even as a Vapour, that oo» 
appeareth for a little Time, and then vaniſhes © ü 
away. The Wicked, ſays holy Job, ſpend their 
Days in Mirth, and, in à Moment, go down to 
the Grave. But ſome object, that Solomon ſeems - a 
to allow us Times and Seaſons for Recreations 4 
wand Divertiſements, you conſider as unlawful Ml 
Pleaſures, viz. A Time to ſimg, and a Time t9 2 
dance, Ke. Oh! what is called an Allowance, 
to me to amount to no more, than that 
in Se Days, as well as in all former Ages 
4b& World, there was Times in which Peo- 
5 thoſe Things he enumefates, and which 
5 a 21 adds Vapuy fo all hog 
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Actions and Inventions; but he does not deter- 
mine whether they were lawful or otherwiſe: 
He tells us alſo, of a Time to laugh, or rejoice; 
our Lord, as above, pronounces a Woe againſt 
thoſe that laugh now | or in this Goſpel- Day, 
wherein you are called to 8 to fit and 
qualify you to recerve the Goſpel of Chriſt and 
his Kingdom for they ſhall mourn and weep. 
Sglomon mentions a Time to hate; which under 
the Goſpel is poſitively prohibited, or forbid, by 
CuRI1ST's own Remarks on the 7ewiſßh Law or 
Tradition; where he evidently ſhews, that there 
is no {uch Paſſion of the Mind to be exerciſed by 
Chriſtians (except againſt Sin, as the Godly hate 
din, becauſe it is a Breach of God's Law) no, not 
againſt our Enemies; his Goſpel being univerſal 
Love and Beneficence to all Mankind. But 
granting that Solomon indulged himſelf in the 
Pleaſures and Vanities of the Age he lived in, 
which indeed, appears to be his Caſe; yet 
hear how he eſtimates them, in what is com- 
monly ealled his Recantion ; having firſt proved 
worldly Witdom, he perceived that this was 
Vanity and Vexation of Spirit; For in much 
Hiſaom is much Grief, and he that increaſcth 
Knowizdge, tncreaſeth Sorrow, Eccl. i. 18. Then 
fays he, I commended Mi th, becauſe a Man hath 
nothing better under the Siu, than to eat, driml, 
aud be merry -Go to, I will prove thee with 
Mirth, therefore enjoy Pleaſure ; but, behold, this 
zs alſo Vanity; 1 ſaid of Lanehter, it is —_—_ 
aud of Mirth, wnat doth it 9 Eccl. ii. 1, 2. For 
eden in Laughter the Wart is ſorrowful, aud 
is End of that Mirth is Wavi eſe, Prov. xiv. 
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And we have this wiſe Man's Opinion, 
© That it is better⸗ to go to the Houſe of 
Mourning, than to the Houſe of Feaſting ; and 
that Sorrow is better than Laughter ;' for by 
the Sadneſs of the Countenance, the Heart is made 
better: The Heart of the Wiſe, is in the Houſe of 
Mourning ; but the Heart of Fools, in the Houſe of 
Abrth: Thus, thou may rejoice, O young Man, 
in thy Youth, and let thy Heart.chear thee in 
the Days of thy Youth, and walk in the Ways 
of thy Heart, and in the Sight of thine Eyes; 
but remember it is at thy Teril; for kr ow thou, 
that for all theſe Things God will bring thee 
into Judgment,” Let us now hear his Conclu- 
ſion of the whole Matter; The Fear of the Lord 
is the Beginning of Wiſdom, and to depart from 
Evil a good Underſtanding ; therefore fear God, 
and keep his Commandments, for this is the whole = 
Duty of Man: For God fhall bring every Work 


into ꝓudgment, with every ſecret Thing, whether 


it be good, or whether it be Evil. But further, 
to evince that the common Diverſions and A- 
muſements of the Age, are incongruous and 
unfit for Chriſtians to recreate themſelves with 
--—do but propoſe to a pious, grave Cler- 
gyman, to accompany any one of you to a Ball, 
a Play, a Maſquerade, or Aſſembly; or invite 
him to make a Party at Cards, Dice, or any 
Game; and ſee what an Indignity he'll tell thee 
thou haſt offered him, telling thee, that theſe 
Amuſements are inconſiſtent with his Function, 
Sc. And indeed every one who has, or does 
frequent Play-houſes, knows that thoſe Clergy- 
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they call a Lay-habit : Whereas, if theſe En- 
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ing them, go conceal'd and diſguis'd in what 


tertainments were ſuitable to a Chriſtian Spirit, 
and that ſolid, grave, pious Diſpoſition of Mind, 

which i it is the Duty of every common Chriſtian 
to labour for, and be ſound in; why may not 
the beſt Chriſtians frequent them openly, as 
well as thoſe who pretend to a leſſer Degree of 


Piety and Holincſs? I am not acquainted with 
any Text in the ſacred Writings, that allows 


me, or any one elſe, to be one Whit leſs pious, 


Holy, or virtuous, than our Teachers; nay, 


David did not ſcruple to ſay, In Matters of 


Religion, or the Things of God, that he was 


wiſer, and had more Underſtanding than all his 
Teachers; For thy Teſtimonies, O Lord, are my 


Meditation and Delight ; I underſtand more than 
the Antients (who undoubtedly were well ac- 
quainted with the outward and written Law) 


for this cogent Reaſon, becauſe I keep thyPrecepts. 


And Paul exhorts the hilipprans in theſe 


Words, Brethr-n, be he Followers of me, and 
#14 k them which walk ſo, as ye have us for 


an Examile; aud whereunto we have already 
attain'd, "Lt us walk by the ſame Rule, and mind 


th; ſame Things. And in his Directions or 
Council to Timah 2, tells him, 7o bs an Example 
10 the Believers, in Ward, in Cunverſation, in 


Charity | or Love] in Sprrit, in Taith, and in 


Purity, He alſo directs Titus, * To exhort the 
young Men to be ſober-minded; in all Things 
ſhewing himſelf a Pattern of good Works, in 


Vnacorruptneſs, Gravity, 2nd 7 
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- But it may be objected, that ſome of the Re- 
marks on the faſhionable Diverſions of the 
World, don't immediately affe& you, as you 
have no Maſquerades nor Muſick-gardens, to 
entertain you ; neither are Theatrical Enter- 
tainments frequent amongſt you. This is true; 
but you have, in the Winter- ſeaſon, Aſſemblies 
once a Week, wherein you dance and game; 
Balls and Dancing at other Times and Places, 


Card-playing at your own Houſes, &c. And, 


ſuffer me farther to ſay, That I am ſenſible you, 
many of you, fail not to give your Attendanee 
on every Occaſion of Mirth and Jolity; and 
that you mimick Great Britain in every Fop- 
pery, Luxury and Recreation, within your 


Reach; which diſcovers an equal Inclination, 


but leſs Power of gratifying a Fondneſs for 
Pleaſure and ' Diverſions: And tho' you may 
have few or no Opportunities of frequentinge,, 
Plays, your Cloſets, doubtleſs, are furniſh'd_ 


with Books of this Sort; which, if it be un- 


lawful to ſee them exhibited on the Stage (as 


Milliam Law, a Clergyman, greatly proves it 
is) 'tis equally unlawful and unfit for Chriſtians. 
to read them: And, permit me to remind you, 


that you have Biſhop Buryet's, as well as Bi- 


ſhop Tillotſon's Teſtimonies againſt Plays; who, | 
in a Sermon on the Education of Youth, in ſo 
many Words, calls the Play-houſe, the Devils 5 
Chapel. And in a Diſcourſe againſt corrupt Com- 


munication, he occaſionally mentions Plays, and 
lays, © They are intolerable, and not fit to be 


| by. 9 in a civilized, much leſs a Chriſtian 

They do moſt notoriouſly miniſter 

's 
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*\to Vice and Infidelity : By their Prophancs 
neſs they are apt to inſtil bad Principles into 


and Reverence which all Men ought to have 
of God and Religion: And by their Lewd- 
neſs they teach Vice, and are apt to infect 


and diſſolute Practices: Thus far Biſhop Til- 


3 uſon No hear the Archbiſhop of Conran 8 
Sentiments of theſe Kind of Books and Enter- 
tainments: In his Treatiſe on the Education of 
Youth he tells us; Young Perſons, and eſpe- 
cially Women, have roving Imaginations, and 
* for want of ſolid Nouriſhment, their Curioſi- 

I ty turns on vain and dangerous. Objects; they 


care extremely affected with Romances, an 


of our Actions in this preſent. World: A poor 


Girl, whoſe Head is fill'd with ſurprizing 


F Strains, is diſappointed not to find, in the 
World; real Perſons of the Charter of Ro- 


guſt 1 muſt it be for her to deſcend from this 


ces of Houſewifery ?? Thus you. may obſerve 


from the Sentiments of theſe great and pious 
Men, the miſchievous Conſequences that attend 


the Minds of — 5 and to leſſen that Awe 


the Minds of Men, and diſpoſe them to lewd 


. chimerical Adventures, and Plays, in which 
 * prophane Love bears a mighty Share, and fills 
their Minds with empty Notions, which bear 
2 , no Proportion to the true Motive or Spring 


mantick Herpes; and as ſhe would live like 
one of their imaginary Princeſſes, what Diſ- 


imaginary State, to the mean Parts and Offi- 


the frequenting Play houſes, as well as . | 


prophane and unedifying Books ; as they 


, Frm Wie in a civil or focial; as vs ** . 
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to divert their Meditation, and carry them ſo © 


a 


feligious Relation. But further; . tho my Ex⸗ 


perience is ſhort, and Knowledge ſmall, in the 


ſublime Myſteries of Chriſtianity, yet 1 have 


been induced to conſider it both abturd and ir- 
rational to propoſe vain Amuſements and Di- 


verſions to Chriſtians, whoſe Converſation is in 


Heaven; who have taſted of the good Word 
of Life, witneſs'd of the Powers of the World 
to come, ſhar'd, in Part, of the Joys of ws 
yen, by divine Communion and apnea 

God: For, as the Apoſtle ſays truly, T 
Fellowſhip of all real Chriſtians is with the Va | 
ther, and with the Son, CaR1ST JESsus; with. 
whom, having fat in high and heavenly Places, 
they look down with holy Contempt on lower 
Enjoyments:“ To preſcribe, I ſay, to theſe 
earthly Pleaſures and Delights, nay, vain and © 
irrational Ones too, is, as the pious Boyle juſtly  _ 
obſerves, as unreaſonable, as # one ſhould ima-ñH 
gine an Eagle could be dazzled with a Glows _ 
worm, when, from his high Station, he had been 
newly gazing at the Sun. And "indeed were 
the common Recreations both innocent and la. 
ful, a true Chriſtian could not conceive any 
Delight i in them, or in any Thing that tended 


far from God, whoſe Words and Preſence are 
become more to them than their neceſſarx 

Food; and even the Cares and Concerns g 
this Life, which, on various Occaſions, muff. 
neceſſarily occupy the Thoughts of Chriſtians, WY 


are irkſome and burthenſome to many; as they, 


in ſome Sort, deprive them of more near and 
| | | . and Interoourſe with = — 


5 r 
who, tho' he is that High and Holy One, that 
inhabits Eternity; and dwells in Light inac- 
c:!hble by mortal Eyes; tho' Heaven is his 
. Throne; and the Earth his Footſtool, yet con- 
deſcends by his Holy Spirit to tabernacle with 
Men; and ftoop fo low as to ſtand at the Door 
of our Hearts, and knock for an Entrance. Be- 
hold ! ſaith the Lord, I ſtand at the Door and 
 #nack, if am Man upen to me, I will come in 
and ſup with him, and he ſhall ſup with me. 
Thus, when we are made Partakers of this 
bleſſed and divine Communion and holy Sup- 
per, we are ready to cry out after this Man- 
ner, Tis good for us to be here; Lord! Ever- 
more give us this Bread! I ſometimes thought 
the royal Pialmiſt ſeem'd to be much in the 
Caſe or State I have mentioned; thirfting at- 
ter God, as he himſelf expreſſes it, but often 
* Interrupted and carry'd away by the Avocations 
of his Kingdom, and Perplexities from his Ene- 
mies, at a greater Diſtance from God than was 
plealing to him, and which he feems to have 
in View, and lament, when ſpreading his Cauſe 
before the Almighty, he complains of the Op- 
preſſion from Men of the World, who, ſays 
he, have their Portion in this Life: And, on 
another Occaſion, he deſcribes ſome of the ſame 
Diſpoſition, ' enquiring, Who will ſbhew us any 
(temporal) Good ? But as for me, I ſhall be 
ſatisfked with thy Likeneſs; I will behold thy 
Face in Righteouſneſs ;: Lord, lift _ the Light of 
ty Countenance upon me, then ſhall I rejoice more, 
#han when Corn, Wine and Oil, encreaſeth. And 
again, When I awake (or am free from Inter- 
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caption) 7 am fill with thee,” Sack, drink th 
thy Preſence of the , Fountain: of Lie. and in thy-- 
Light I fee more Laght; for bleſſed is the Man 
je thou chooſeſt, and cauſeſt to approach unto: 
thee, that be may dwell in thy Courts; for in thy 
Preſence ſs ahne of © Foy, and at thy Right. 
Hand are Rivers of Pleaſures for evermore ! And 
he -pronounces the Man bleſſed, whoſe Deligbt is 

in the Law of the, Lord, and who meditates there 
in Day and Night. Such Meditations of the . 
Lord are ſweet unto his People, and makes them 
glad in his Preſence; and the ſpiritual Intercourſes, 
with which the Almighty in great Mercy 1 
Condeſcetiſion is pleaſed to fayvour his Servants 
and: Children, are indeed in ſome Degree Fore- 
taſtes of Heaven: For tho' the Apoſtle tells us, 
Eye (the Eye of the natural Man, who is devoted 
and Sitka to earthly Things) hath not ſeen, nor 
Ear heard," neither hath it enter'd into the Heart 
(of ſuch Men as theſe) 10 conceive the Things 
which. Go hath prepar d for them that love bim; 5 
but God bath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: 
For. the Spirit ſearchetb all Things, yea; the deep 
Things of Ca: Bat the natural Man receiveth 
not the Things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
Feohfbneſs to 1 is: neither can he know them (while 
he remains in his natural and carnal State) n —_ 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned. i 

But to proceed; I have partly told you What 


Recreations are conſider d by us as. unlawful SE 
"Chriſtians to be exerciſed in; and ſhall now, in 
the Words of one of our Worthies, tell you what 


we judge lawful or convenient. Innocent Diver- "8 


Hiſements, ſays he, which may ſu ifficiently ſerve far 
_—_ = oo: - Relaxas 
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3 Relaxation of the Mind, are theſe; Friends may 


viit one anothas ; bear or read Hiſtory; ſpeak of 
the preſent or paſt Tranſactions; follow Gardening; 
naſe geometrical and mathematical Experiments, and 
tuch Things of this Nature; in all which we are 
mt to forget God. To this let me add the Con- 
currence of the Biſhop of Cambray, in his Rules 
for educating Youth z who, ſpeaking of Recrea- 
tions proper for a young Perſon, ſays thus: There 
is no Need of fine Machines or Sights, theatrical 
Pomps or Expences, to recreate a young Woman ; 
but an inſtructive Reading; a Labour which ts by 
herſelf freely undertaken; a Walk, or a little inno- 
cent Converſation, which relaxes. 5 Mind after 
hard Labour, and leaves a purer Joy in ber, than 
ot the moſt charming Mufick, or ſtudie ons. 
And further, we may conſider the Works and 
Order of Nature; for the Heavens declare the Gio. 
ty of God, and the Firmament ſheweth bis Handy- 
| wt; Day unto Day uttereth Speech, and Night 
unto Night ſheweth Knowledge + Thus the 5 2 
Things f God are dijcerned (by the Things that 
are Linie) even the Eternal Godhead, By ſuch 
Obſervations, ſays one of our Authors, The Crea- 


tion would no longer be a Riddle to us; the Hea- 


wens, Earth and Waters, with their Teſpettive vari- 
OUS, and numerous Inhabitants ; was Productions, 
Natures, Seaſons, Sympathies, and Antypathies ; their 
Die and Benefit, an. be better underſtood by us; 
and an eternal Wiſdom, Power, Majeſty and Good- 
refs, very conſpicucus to us, thro" theſe ſenfible and 
paſſing Forms; the World wearing the Mark of its 
N Blake, whoſe Stamp is every where Viſible, and 
_ EEE? ain fo the Children of Wiſdom : 
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This ould direct People in the Uſe of the urid; 


for how could Man have the Conſcience to abuſe it, 
while they ſee the great Creator flaring them in 
the Face, in all and every Part of it. And he 


adds; As Man is confider'd as the Epitome of the. 
Warld, we ſhould not be ignorant of our own Make 
and Frame; a Glaſs, in which we ſhould fee that 
true, inſtructing aud agreeable, Variety, which is 
to bg obſerved in Nature to the Admiration of 
that Wiſdom, and Adoration of that Power, that 
created and formed us, Theſe and ſuch like 


Relaxations, from higher Attentions, do not ex- 
clude God; whereas it would be impious To much 


as to imagine, that the Smiles of God's Counte- 
nance, or his holy Preſence, can in the leaſt De- 


gree be enjoy'd in the common Paſtimes and Di- 


verſions of the World; 'ris not expected nor pre- 
tended to by any of the Vataries to Pleaſure. On the 
contrary, how is the ſacred Name af the Almighty 
daily and frequently 
feſs d Gameſters, but by Perſons of both Sexes, who 

lay, as they ſay, for Diverſion, and who maks no 
beruple le frequently to take God's holy Name in vain, 


and uſe it wickedly and ablurdly to bleſs or curſe, 
their, as they term it, good or bad Fortune! And 


indeed it has been often Subject of Amazement 
and Sorrow to me, when I to frequently meet 
with, and obſerve this Impiety, even amongft 


Profeſſors of Chriſtianity of moſt Denominations, 


who irreverently, and, without Fear, take God's 


ſacred Name into their Mouths in their ordinary 
and trivial Diſcourſe, and vain Converſation ; not 
_. --confidering that this Practice is an open and Ma. 
2 * Violation of one of God's Lowe or Com- 


Hz mands, 
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mand, in dh he declares, He will not - bold 
them guiitlefs that take his Name in vain (which 
Precept they frequently repeat in their Worſhip.) 


And our Lord aſfures us, that for every idle 
Word that Men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall give an 


Account in the Day of Judgment; how much 
more then for this daily Breach of One, not the 
leaſt of bis Precepts? I would beg Leave to re- 


mind you, how careful and circumſpect David 
was j in his Words; 1, ſays he, will tate Heed to 
my. Mays, that 1 2 In net with my Tongue ; 1 will 


keep my, Mauth as with a Bridle, &c. And the 


-, Apoſtle Jamès tells us poſitively, 7. hat Perſon's Re- 
gion is vain who bridleth not his Tongue : That 


de Juffer no corrupt Communication to proceed out 
of our Mouths ;- but, on the contrary, ſuch as is 
gbed, to the Ule of. edifyirg, that it may miniſter 
Grace to the Hearers. One Mark of the Enemies 
of God is, that they prophane his Name, Tine 
Enemies, fays the Plalmiſt, take thy Name in vain, 
O Cod. In the Life and Character of Robert 
Boyle, as an Honour to his Memory we are told, 
That he never mentioned the Name of the Al - 


mighty, but with the greateſt Nrerncß and 
always made a Pauſe at the ſame Time: I wiſh 
the Example of ſo pious a Man may be more re- 


garded, and the evil Conſequence of the above 


impious Practice more conſidered. But to return: 


The Manner in which we think it allowable to 
ſpend our leiſure Hours, as has been obterv'd, does 
not exclude God ; but ever admits and ſuggeſts 
ſome tuitable editying, moral and pious Reflection, 
never forgetting to have an Eye to God; and as 


we live in a . Senſe of his Fe car and Preſence, ſhort 
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will oſten aſcend t On che contrary, 
where is the leaſſ Room for God, among thoſe 
People who are ridjculouſly term'd People of 
Faſhion, elpecially in Great. Britain, where the 
Hours of People of this Name are ſpent in Folly, 
Impertinence and Wickedneſs? As Home is bur- 
thenſome to Perſons of this Caſt, tis now faſhion- 
able to go abroad to Breakfaſt, and, like thofe 
prophane Perſons the Apoſtle Peter deſcribes, 
They count it Pleature to riot in the Day-time; ; 
ſome of theſe dance great Part of the Morning awa 

while others are entertained with Drollery, Me 
mick'ry and Buffoonery, When they are ſuffi- 
ciently tired with this Levity and Wantonneſs, the 


next Appearance, of the Women at leaſt, is at 


the Mercer's, Milliner's, or Toy-ſhop, ſpending 
in Folly, Superfluity and Extravagauce, while the 
Huſbands of ſome of them are perplexing their 
Brains how to ſupport his. Wife's Vanity, which 
is now become his own, as he proudly oonſiders 
it a Reproach to himſelf, that his Wife ſhould be 
leis fine and faſhionable than his Neighbour's. 
The Toilet claims the Remainder of the Morning, 
*till call'd upon at perhaps Three or Four o Clock, 
for Dinner; and then ſhe is fo hurried and uneaſy, 
that ſhe can't ſtay longer at her Glaſs to admire 
her Fopperies, that ſhe has little to do but quar- 
rel with her Dinner or Servants, till the Hour 
of Viſiting or Diverſions, which poſſibly may con- 
tinue till Three or Four next Morning. By the 
Account you have of one Day, you may eaſily 
dconjecture how the whole Week is ſpent. The 
Baſin of ny Week on *. let us now 
: hs | P 
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ſee 
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oe: how 'the firſt Day of the next is etiploy'd, 
or whether any thing 1 the Chriſtian appears in 
their Behaviour on. this Day. Having no Buſi- 
neſs to do on this idle Day, as many make it, 
ſome indulge and ſleep longer than uſual on other 
Days, except thoſe who uſe it as a Day of Exer- 
eiſe or Recreation, making Excurſions into the 
Country merely for Pleaſure. But let us attend 
_ thoſe who go to their reſpective Places of Wor- 
ſhip regularly ; theſe, by the prepoſterous, fan- 
taſtical and ſplendid Dreſſes, of bath Male and 
Female, would induee à Stranger to think were 
Idolators, reparing to ſome Heathen Temple, ra- 
ther than the Worſhip of the true God, who be- 
holds their Splendor * and Pride with Contempt, 
and every One that is proud will he abaſe ; for it 
is ſaid, The Lord of Hoſts hath purpoſed to ain 
the Pride of all earthly Glory. But next, let us 
obſerve them in their Worſhip ; and here again, 
we might imagine they were addreſſing ſome 
ſenſeleis dumb Idol, rather than the great Search. 
er of Hearts: For if we may be allow'd to judge 
by. the Evidence of our Senſes, when we ſee the 
Eyes of the greateſt Patt of the. Con gregation 
Wandring abroad, on the Faces or Dreſſes of each 
other, we may certainly cenclude their Hearts 
are not at Home, or intent on their Worſhip: 
But how monſtrous and impious is the Behaviour 
of theſe People, pretending to be employed in 

the Service of the Supreme cg when we be- 
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- Are Hearts which. Love and Zeal: inſpires, 
And Vows with firitieſt Care made goed. 
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hold them bowing and paying Homage to * 
other, ſometimes in the midſt of their Worſhip, | 
This irreligious Conduct I have not only been an 
Eye Witneſs of, but in the Practice of it, when 
I profeſſed with you; on which Behaviour, as 
well as other Parts of Indevotion, I have ünce 
reflected with Horror; and found our Lord's 
Words, on ſeveral Occaſions, veryfied in myſelf; I 
had been indeed worſhipping ] knew not what; there- 
fore in vain was all the Formalities and Ceremoni es 
I was performing outwardly, when I received 10 
enward or ſpiritual Benefit. A certain Clergy- 
man, now living, as far as I know, (in his Re- 
marks on the Levity and itreverent Conduct of 
People in this falſe Devotion) wiſhes Their Pray- 
ers may net be found in the Catalogue of thetf 
Sins. And another adviſes them, when at their 


Prayers, to pauſe, and aſk themſelves, if they really 34 # 


do. pray ? 1 have been greatly concerned, when I 


have thought that ſuch Pretences to Worhi can 


be conſider d no other (if I may be allow'd the 


Expreſſion) than affronting the e ty to bi ; 


Face ; and that he may take up the 


plaint as he did of old 1 Ne Sos: pal 1 LY 
This People draw nigh to me with thetr Tongues - 


und their Lips, but there Hearts are far from ins. 
And now the Worſhip is over, let us obſerve if 
we can hear any Remarks on the Sermon: No 
ſurely; that was not the Buſineſs that principally 


goncern'd them; but the Faſhions and Garbs f ® 
one another ingroſs the whole Obſervation, .as 
pon as they are diſmiſſed, and are commonly, the [ | 


Subject of Converſation maſt 185. of the ee 
ing Day, 3 | 
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1 hex when we conſider the Practice and Pres 
paration of the foregoing Week, the Hortor and 
Amazement we muſt certainly have been fill d 
with,” while we are reflecting, will ceaſe; and we 
mall 'contlade with Regret; That better cannot 
be expected from People; while they remain in 
ſuch an incoſſiderate, irreligious, and unhappy 
Situation] The Impi iety of a Life thus ſpent in 
this Circle of Madneſs,” Folly and falſe Devotion, 
1s ſufficient; one Would think, to provoke and 
draw down the Indignation of the Almighty on 
the Heads of tuch Tranſgreſſors, with whom he 
has long ſuffer d, in order to bring them to Re- 
pentance. And I have been led to admire and 
adore the long F orbearance and Mercy of the 
wary y of Heaven, who is thus daily affronted 

provoked by his Creatures; Creatures too of 

his Dleakure, whole Life, Breath and Being; de- 
pend on his Will ; ; and who placed us here on this 
Earth to ſerve him our Creator, by glorifying him 
with our Bodies, Souls and Spirits. But alas! 
inſtead" of giving the Honour due to his Name, 
or acknowledging him in all our Ways, as we are 
Exhorted, tis impoſſible that People i in this Courſe 
of Life that I have deſeribed, can acknowledge 
God in any of their Ways; and that in the Room 
of having him in all their Thoughts, they-take 
certain and ſure Meaſures to exclude him from all 
their Thoughts: And when I have ſometimes 
been reflecting on the common Expreſſion made 
uſe of by many of theſe Sort of Chriſtians, - when 
they would cee ſomething they are going to 


1 for Truth, irreverently uſe theſe Words, 


4 7 Pope to be ſaved, I have been much "a, H 
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ed; for how People, who purſue theſe N x 
can rationally hope to arrive at Heaven, I can- 
not conceive; But ſuppoſing it poſſible to ob⸗ 
tain it in their own carnal Way, how wou'd, of 
cou'd they rcliſh the, Pleaſure ſaid to be at 
God's Right Hand, or delight in his Preſence, 
when 9 have had no Acquaintance, Commu- 
nion or Fellowſhip, with him on Earth? What 
would they think of ſpending an Eternity in 
his Service and Praiſe, when the very Mention 
of Religion, and the Things of God, are irk- 

ſome and troubleſome in Time ? And it is now 
become unfaſhionable and mean, and the Mark 
of a puſillanimous Spirit, ſo much as to inſinu- 
ate any Care or Concern about their poor im- 


mortal Souls. But let not any deceive them- 


ſelves, and hope to obtain Heaven and Happi- 
nels on eafier Terms than the Almighty has 
propoſed : For if we will credit the ſacred Wri- 
tings, none bat thoſe who have ſincerely re- 
nted of their evil Ways, and turn'd from 
them; who have loy'd, fear'd and ſery'd God 
here below, and who have gain'd the Victory 
over their ſinful Luſts and Paſſions, can be ad- 
mitted into this glorious Manſion of Bliſs (nor 
none but thoſe Who are properly qualified for 
a Part in the heavenly Choir, who can ſing the 
Song of the Redeemed) where the happy Em- 
ployment of the Righteous will be praiſing 
God, and giving Glory to his Name; as Joh 
(call'd the Divine) teſtifies; ' I ſaw, ſays he, 
thoſe who had gotten the V. 3Ftory, with Harps in 
Heir Hands, ſinging the Song of Moſes, the Ser= 5 
5 ban N. thi Lord, and the Song bd the Landl, 
he Es . Jong 


. 


Ede Great WE . are thy Works, 
Laird God Almighty ! ; A true are thy Ways, 
thou Kine of Saints ſball not fear thee, 
O Lord! and glorify thy Name! And every Crea- 
tu which is in Heaven pr . ed God, Jong, 

Bleſſing and Honour, Glory and Tower, be unto 
bim that ſatcth on the Throw, and to the Lamb, 
for ever and ever! And every Order of Angels 
continually crying, Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord 

Hut And thoſe who are redeemed, whoſe 

obes are waſh'd in the Blood of the Lamb, 
who are*arrived at this holy Habitation, not 
thro' Pomp and Luxury, but thro' great Tribu- 
lation, ſtand before the Throne of God, and 
ferve him Night and Day in his Temple; and 
he that ſitteth on the Throne ſhall wel a- 
mongſt them, and lead them to Fountains of 

living Water, and God ſhall wipe away all 
Tears from their Eyes. 

If this be the happy Situation. of the Bleſſed 
above, as we have no Reaſon to doubt but it 
is, examine yourſelves, I beſeech you, and ſee 
how you are prepar'd and qualify'd for ſach a 
Place and Condition; and remember tis the 
Living only, thoſe whom CurrsT hath redeem- 
ed from the Power of the Grave of Sin, and 
ee by the ReſorreQion of his Holy 

pirit, to a Life of Holineſs, that can truly 
raiſe God; thoſe who are dead in Treſpaſſes 
p d Sin, cannot celebrate his Praiſc, nor ſing 


the Song of the ranſomed Ones. Therefore 


you who are as aſleep, in a carnal, eaſy and 

careleſs State, hear the Voice of the Son of 

a” Which ſpeaks in you Conſcience, ſay ing, 
| . A. 
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Cr Awake, ariſe from the Dead, wy Canrgr: 
ſhall give thee Life; ſtand in Awe, and Sin 
not; commune with your own Hearts, and be 
fil; retire. there, and ſee how the Caſe ſtands 
between” God and your own Souls; acquaint 

yourſelves with God, and be at Peace: Por 1 
teſtify to you this Day, that I have witneſſed 
his Peace and Fayour = be better than Life; 
for which my Heart, as well as my Lips, have 
often return'd, to his great Name, high Praiſes 
and Thank ſgivings! O that many mays be made 
ſenſible of his Fayour to their Souls! that they 
may ſee, and fear, and turn unto the Lord, 

and truſt in his Name: You who are afar off 
from God, draw near, and behold his Goodneſs, 

and taſte it; and you who are near, with me, 
acknowledge. his Might. Times of Ignorance 
God winked at; but now, in this Goſpel-Day, 
he commands all Men, every where, to repent; 

as Life and Immortality is brought. to Light, 
through the Goſpel of Jesus CurisT ; whoſe 
Goſpel you profeſs to rejoice in; But if thoſe, 
called Chriſtians (whom God hath known, above 
all the Families of the Earth) rebel againſt the 
Light, your Puniſhment will be the greater, 
according to the Propartion of Knowledge and 
Grace received: For that Seryant who knuws 
his Lord's Will, and prepares not himſelf, nei- 
ther does according to his Will, fbaZ be beater 


with many Stripes. Bring your Deeds there? x 


fore to the Light of Cx Is T in your own Con- 

ſciences, and fee if they are wrought in God: 
Remember why. ſome formerly refuſed to bring 
their Deeds to this Light; it was becauſe w 
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would manifeſt that LN were Evil, and there, 


fore reproved by it. And tho' the Proſpect 
may appear gloomy and unpleaſant to ſome, 


and you may be unwilling to break your falſe 


Peace, and diſturb a Reſt you have created to 
yourſelves, and find a ſtronger Propenſity to 
gratify than croſs your ſenſual Inclinations and 


Appetites; tho you may be averſe to an Under- 


taking which is likely to prove troubleſome; a 
Task fo diſguſtful and diſagreeable, as changing 
our old Cuſtoms and Manners; which you are 
told by the Apoſtle, muſt be done: All who are in 
CHRIST FESUS, muſt be new Creatures; Old 
Things muſt paſs away, all Things muſt become 
new, and-all of God. Theſe you may poſſibly 
think hard Sayings; but remember, the Pro- 
penſities of Fleſh and Blood cannot enter with 
you into the Kingdom of God; whoſe Love, 
when you are really in Poſſeſſion of it, will 
make hard Things, eaſy, and bitter Things, ſewect. 
Many are diſcouraged and afraid to enter upon a 
religious Courſe of Life, as it will, they ima- 
gine, retrench their Liberties, and render their 
Lives unpleaſant, gloomy and melancholy : 

This, indeed, is one of the Subtilties of Satan; 
one of his evil Reports of the good Land of 
/ Promiſe, which 'tis his Advantage to prevent 
your Entrance into. But don't believe him, 
nor his evil Spies; he was a Liar from the 
Beginning, and remains fo to this Day. Though 
the Path you muſt tread, is narrow, and will 
not admit of many Things which Pride has in- 
troduced, and the Tyrant, Cuſtom, maintains 


and ſopports 22 W dives bY the W you will 
3 8 have 2 
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e 
have no Affection for) yet there is Room enough 
to enjoy the neceſſary Things of this Liſe, in 
Moderation: Lament, you will indeed, becauſe 
you have been ſo long Sinners, and did not turn 
to, love and obey God, ſooner; and now will 
you mourn over him, whom you often pierced _ 
with your Sins: Grieve, perhaps, you may 
but one Reaſon. will be, That the World lies 
in Wickedneſs: But I dare venture to aſlegt 
that no true and real Chriſtian, ever repented 
that he was ſo; for all ſuch Experience, in 
Truth, that God's Service, is perfect Freedom; 
and that all His Ways, are Ways of Fleaſantneſs, 
and ail his Paths, Paths of Peace. But far- 
ther, you who may be unwilling to enter upon 
this new: but neceſſary Work, this one Thing 
ablolutely needful, remember and. conſider, 
that CarI8T poſitively aſſures us, That except. 
a Man be born again (of the Spirit) hz can in 
no wiſe enter the Kingdom of Fleaven, John iii. 
3. And that if ever you are ſaved, it muſt be 
according to God's own Preſcription, by the 
Waſhing of Regeneration, and Renewing (Power) 
F the Hy Ghoſt ; by his fanQtifying Word and 
Operation; which is able to do more abundant- 
ly for you, than you can ask or think: 'There- © 

fore, let me entreat you, not to forſake your 
own .Mercies: God is waiting to be gracious to 
yon; his Hand is full of Bleſſings; accept, I 
beſecch you, of the Offers of his Grace, and 
anſwer to his Call, while the Day of your Vi- 
ſitation laſts, left when you call. he ſhould not 
anſwer; for he has declared, That His Spirit 
Hall nat always ſtrive with Man, for that 5 
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alfa is Fiefp. Comply then with the Almigh. 
ty's Terms of Salvation, and do not vainly hope 
or imagine He will be brought down to yours; 
Don't think yourſelves ſafe, tho' many of you 
may be innocent from great Tranſgreffions ; 
remember, all and every Unrighteouſneſs is Sin; 
But many flatter themſelves, and believe, if 
they are not chargeable with groſs Immorali- 
ties, that little Sins will not be noted by the 

Almighty ; that Satan, the World, and the 
_ Fleſh, are fo powerful, that they cannot get 
the better of thoſe little Weakneſſes and Frail- 
ties ſo incident to human Nature: and as they 
do not, on their Principles, expect to be freed 
from them on this Side the Grave, they do not 

ſo much as deſire or attempt to obtain a Con- 
queſt over them; but depend on God's Mercy, 
hoping he will not be extreme to mark ſmall 


Offences; and if they are exact in ſome moral 


Duties, they imagine the Almighty will com- 
pound for little Reſerves. That God is eſſen- 
tial Mercy, I grant; but don't forget, that he 
is alſo Sovereign Juſtice, and will not condemn 
the Innocent; neither will he ftep aſide from. 
his Equity, to acquit the Guilty; for as 7he, 


Righteouſneſs of the Righteous ſball bs upon him, 


ſo ſhall the Wicked; of the Wicked be upon 


* 


him, Exck. xviit. 20. Say Je to the Righteous, 


it ſhall be well with him, for he ſball eat the 
Fruit of his Domes : But woe unto the Wicked, 


it ſpall be ill wih him; for the Reward of his 


Hands ſball be given lum. 


But farther, theſe trite Arguments and Ix, 
to 
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guſes, Which are ſo generally made uſe of 
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defend evil Practices, appear 
Frailties they plead for; and I think, if I may 
be allow'd the Expreſſion, People make the 
Almighty a very injurious Compliment, when 
they aſcribe greater Power and Strength to Sa- 
tan, than to the Moſt High. But verb aps they 
may imagine the 1 will diſpenſe with 
ſome of his Attributes, ſince they allow him 


one in a more abſolute Degree. And now give. 


me Leave to tell you what the great Pro- 
teſtant Adyocate, Chillingſworth, ſays on this 


Subject, in a Sermon preached before King 
Charles the Firſt (if I remember right) which 
take it in his own Words and Senſe. * Some 


© aſcribe a Sort of Omnipotency to the World, 
© the Fleſh, and the Devil; and that God neither 
does, nor will give fufficient Strength to re- 
© ſiſt them; which Opinion he labours to explode, 
© and poſi tively affirms, that, by the Aſſiſtance 
#of the Grace of God, it is in our Power to- 
* reſiſt them; and ſhews the Neceſſity of ſo 
© doing, from what we are ſo frequently and 


1 aſſured of in the Nu-Teſtament, viz. 
hat without actual and effectual Mortifica- 
* tion, with actual and eſſential Amendment of | 


« Life Regeneration and Sanctification, no H 
no Poſſibility of Salvation. Thus you. — 
s he, all 5 divine Writers of the Nu. 
3 Ply with. one Conſent, and with one 


c 7 — proclaim the N eceſſity of real Holi- 


© neſs, and labour to diſenchant us from the 


(vain Fancy, That Men may be ſaved by ſor- 


* rowing for their Sins, and intending to 9 


92 m, without * effeQtual Conyerfion and Re- 
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formation of Life: Which, it may be fear'd, 
© has ſent Thouſands of Souls to Hell, in a 
golden Dream of Heaven:“ And therefore he 
very juſtly apprizes his Audience, © That it 
was not the pleaſing themſelves, of being of 
ſuch a Sect or Profeſſion, together with going 
to Church, ſaying or hearing of Prayers, re- 
ceiving of Sacraments, hearing, repcating or 
* preaching of Sermons ; with Zeal for Cere- 
monies, or Zeal againſt them; or, in- 
deed; with any Thing elſe, than conſtant 
© Piety towards God, Juſtice and Charity to 
our Neighbours; Temperance, Chaſtity and 
<- Sobriety towards ourſelves ; we ſhall one Day 
find we have not mocked God, but ourſelves; 
* 

« 


- 


a 
> 
bw 
0 
. 
0 
0 


and ſhall have our Portion among Hypo- 
crites! We make the Churck a Stage where- 
on to act our Part, and play ing our Pagean- 
try; there we make a Frofeſſion very Day, 
of confeſſing our Sins, with humble, lowly, 
penitent and obedient Hearts; and yet when 
-we have talked after this Rate, twenty, thir- 
ty, or forty Years, our Hearts, for the moſt 
Part, continue as proud, as impenitent, and 
as diſobedient, as they were in the Begin- 
* ning*. We make great Proteſtations when 
© we meet and afſemble together to render 
Thanks to Almighty God, for the great Be- 
_ © nefats received at his Hands: And if this were 
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A certain Author, in ſome Remarks on the Confeſſion and Litany 
in the Book of Common Prayer, exclaims after this Manner; What! 
always learning, and never coming to the Knowledge of Truth? Miſe». 
Table Sinners you find us, and miſerable you leave us!, And, in the Cafe? 
of Con feſſion, he thus ſtates the Matter ; © Suppoſe thou hadſt a Son, and 
' Kquidit daily let him know what thou would have him do, and he 
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to be performed with Words, with Hofannas, 
Hallelujahs, Gloria Patri's, Pſalms, Hymns, 
and ſach like outward Matters; peradventure 
we ſhould do it very ſufficiently : But, in the 
mean Time, -in our Lives and Actions, we 
provoke the Almighty, and that to his Face, 
with all Variety of grievous and bitter Pro- 
vocations ; we do thoſe Things which he has 
aſſured us to be odious unto Him, and con- 
trary to his Nature. And therefore he la- 
ments to ſee, that the Power of Godlineſs, 
almoſt in all Places, was decried and vaniſhed; 
the Form and Profeſſion of it only remain- 
ing; that the Spirit and Soul of Religion was, 
for the moſt Part, gone, and only the out- 
ward Carcaſs or Shadow of it left behind! His 
whole Diſcourſe was to preſs the abſolute 
Neceſſity of Converſion from Sin, and to 
ſnev/ that nothing ſhort of it would ſtand 
one in any Stead. That none were CHRIS T's, 
but thoſe who have crucified the Fleſh; with 
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not done ſo, let them be as ſorrowful as they 
pleaſe, they, as yet, are none of CHRIST's! 
And he cries out, Lord ! what a Multitude, 
of Chiiſtians are there in the World, that do 
not belong to CurIisT! And then goes on; 
It is not a wiſhing, but a working Faith: 
Not a wiſhing you were a new Creature, 
but being a new Creature: Not a wiſhing you 


3 . 3 by had 


ſhould Day by Day, Week by Week, * Year by Year, provoke t. ee 
to th _ and ſhould ſay, Father, I have not done what thou com- 
mandeet me to do: but I have donequite the contrary ; and ſhawtd; 
-ontinue to provoke thes to thy Face, once; or oftner, every 82 
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- wou'dit chou hot think him 2. rebel lious Chi d, and that his Appiicat) 
9 5 — was mere ah And wo$!d ir not Gor ion thed to d 


the Affections and Luſts: They that haye 
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* had kept, nor a ſorrowing you have not kept, 


nor purpoſing vainly to keep; but the keep- 
ing his Commandments muſt prevail with 


© Him, as it is not to the Willing, but to the 
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Obedient the Promiſe is given. But is not 


© this, ſays he, preaching Works, as the Papiſts 


do? No, certainly; but it is to preach Works, 
© as CuRIST and his Apoſtles do; it is to preach 


the Neceſlity of them, which no good Prote- 
© ſtant, no good Chriſtian ever denied; but it is 
not to preach the Merit of them, which is the 


Error of the Papiſts-. By this Author's 


Manner of Preaching Works, we may infer, 


that he includes all Chriſtian, as well as moral 


Virtues; by ſaying, We muſt become new 
Creatures, and keep all God's Commandments :? 


And I would obſerve to ſome, whom I have 


elſewhere ſaid ſeem to confine Chriſtianity to 
moral Duties, and, in ſome Sort, to exclude 


the Duties of the firit Table, which we are as 
punctually to perform, as thoſe of the Second; 
what will it avail us, tho' we be exact in moral 
Works, if the Motive of them do not come 
from God; for tho! we do all imaginable Juſtice 


to Mankind,. tho' we give all our Goods to the 


Poor, and ſuffer for what we think our Reli- 
gion, yet the Apoſtle Paul tells us, we may be 
. - deficient in the moſt material Point, if we have 


not Charity; or do not act from that which 
ought to be the Spring and Motive of all our 


Actions, vir. Love to God. The young Man, 
who came to CHRIST, had, as he ſaid, kept 
the Commands contain'd in the ſecond Table, 
and yet we find him unfit for eternal Life; he 
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nat be his Diſciple; and, conſequently, unwors © 
thy of eternal Life, 
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was negatively good; he had not done any 
Murther, nor committed Adultery; he had not 
ſtole from, nor defrauded his Neighbour ; he 
had refrain'd from thefe Evils ; bar we do not 
find he had yet learn'd to do well: And when 


Obedience to a poſitive and particular Injuncti- 
on CHRIST, our Lord, was, pleaſed to lay upon 


him (ſuppoſed) to prove his Love and Obedi- 
ence to God; when it was required of him to 


quit, or exchange, his earthly Poſſeſſions, tho 


with great Advantage, no leſs than an Inheri- 
tance eternal in the Heavens, and take up a 


Croſs to his own Will and Deſires, and follow 
CHR1ST, in this Way of Self-denial; behold 


he Coward- like withdraws, and departs, we are 
told, ſad and dejected, being grieved with the 
Saying: This unhappy young Man's Refuſal of 

ingdom, or Eternal Life, on our Lord's 
Conditions, occaſioned him, with an apparent 
Concern, to ſay, How hardly ſhall they that 
have, or in his following Words, that truſt in 
Riches, enter into the Kingdom of God! And, on 
another Occaſion, he further declares; That 
whoſoever cams to Him, and too: not up his 


Croſs, and denied himſelf, and hated not Father © 
and Mother, Wi fe, Children, Brethren and Siſters, 
yea, and his own Life, (when brought in Com- 


petition. of his Duty and Love to God) he cond 


I ſhall now give you the Senſe of Dr. Mhit- 


? by, as well as my own, with Reference to the _ 
Precept of Self-denial, '&c. He introduces his 


e by paraphraſing on Mat, xiii. 22. Lale "x 
K 3 vii. 
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vin 14. Mark iv. 19. all which Remdcks? 
ſhall paſs over, and only obſerve what he ſay 


on part of the ſaid 19th Verſe. The Juſting after. 


_ ether Things; hurtful Things, which choak the Seed. 
er Word of Life i in us-=The Luſt of the Eye, he tells 
us, are gur. Deſires of gay Apparel, rich Fur- 


; niture, and ſuch like, as by St. John are ſliled, 


the Pride of Life : Deſe re of opular Applauſe; 


or high Eſtimation in tho World: Advancement 


to high. Poſts, or great Places, above others ; 


Aud, laſtly, Our excefſkve Love to our Relatives ; 
as Parents. Wroes, Chilaren, Friends, &c. For 


when theſe Affection prove Temptations to Sin, 


as the Exceſs of them certainly dbes; they will 
then be obſiruftroe of that Influence, the Word of , 


Lie ſhould have upon us. And St. John in- 
forms us, that all theſe are not of the Father; 


but of the W orld, John ii. 15, 16. And that if 
Wwe love or ſt our He arts upou them, the Love 


of the Father is not in us=--1herefore ” CHRIST re- 


quires us to deny ourſelves in all theſe Things, to 
Ide them'leſs, or hate them (comparatively) that” 


we? may be his Diſciples. And next I ſhall 
endeavour to illuſtrate, by one Inſtanes, among 


the many J have experienced, how I underſtand 
the above Precept, by ſaying how I conducted 
myſelf in a Circumſtance wherein Self-denial 
appear'd requiſite and neceſſj 7 
Practice by me: When 1 conducted, by 
my great Leader, into the narrow Path of Sclt- 


denial, I was ſenſible that I muſt part with 
many burtful” and ſuperfluous Things, I had 
been accuſtomed to; the Way was too narrow- , 


to adtnit of Pride in any * or Form; as 
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45 Superfluity- in Apparel, as well as many o 
ther Inftances of Luxury, appear'd to me in- 0 
conſiſtent with the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, 
and the more particular Inſtructions and Admo- 
nitions of ſeveral of the Apoſtles, I laid aſide 
ſeveral Things I thought inconſiſtent with the 
Profeſſion of a Chriſtian; and diſuſed idle and 
unmeaning Compliments; and further, being 
convinced of the Principles of the People called 
Valens, J joined to that Society. Thus I be- 
came ſingular, and conſequently deſpicable to 
my Children, and ſome of my Acquaintance 
and Friends; who not only profeſs d a Diſlike, 
but a Concern that I ſhould appear in ſo con- 
temptible a Manner, and ſo very different from 
what I uſually had done. Here I had a Croſs 
to bear. What was now to be done! I was 
certain I had aQed with Sincerity, and done, 
according to the beſt of my Underſtanding, 
what I apprehended the Duty of every common 
Chriſtian, vi. To part with all Superfluities of 
Naughtineſs, which were now beginning to be 
me to me, as I gradually experienced, 
Old Things paſſing away, and new Deſires and 
Affections to take Place in my Heart. I fre- 
quented the Meetings of theſe People, as I was 
convinced the Doctrines they taught, and their 
Mode of W orſhip, were free from Ceremonies 
and Superſtition, and moſt agreeable to the Ob- 
ſervations I had made in reading the ſacred Wri- 
tings, Sc, and what was moſt valuable and 
worthy Imitation, that the true and genuine 
Members of this Society, walk conſiſtently and 
e to ae Rules and Maxims of CHRIST 
; > 3 "+ 12208 and 
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- 6d his Apoſtles der, to be deſp iſed by 


8 my Acquaintance, Friends and Children, was a 
Trial hard to bear: : But whoſoever he be of 
Fou, that taketh not up his Croſs, and hateth 


not (comparatively) Father, Mother, Children, 


Y 
. 4 
_— 


&c. ſays our bleſſed Lord, 7s not worthy of me, 


and cannot be my Diſciple. 
And, though, in this Inſtance, I cndeavoriced 


to pleaſe God rather than Men, Ill venture to 
aſſert, that few have a more natural Tenderneſs, 
and affectionate Regard, in both, or all theſe 
Relations than myſelf, And, indeed, when the 
Love of God is received into our Hearts, tis 


"Þ far from leſſening or contracting our lawful 
- "MeQions, that it enlarges our Hearts, in a pe- 
-culiar Manner, to our Relatives and Friends; 


"and excites in us a loving and benevolent Diſ- 


poſition towards all Mankind, whoſe Happineſs 


we entirely wiſh ; For if any Man ſay, I lave 
God, and hateth his Brother, he is a Liar; for 


be who loveth not his Brother, whom he Bath 


feen, how can he love God, whom he hath not 
ſeen? And this Commandment we have from 
"him, That he who loveth God, will love his 
Brother alſo; and we lov? God becauſe be firſt 
loved us: Therefore, if God fo loved us, we 
ought to love one another, and do Good to all; 
but, more eſpecially to the Houſbold of Faith; 
with whom we are made one in CHRIST. Bur 
further, among many Inſtances of Self-d<nial, 
2s I have above remark'd, I found Pride, in 
e arel, abſolutely neceſſary to be avoided; 


and tho Pride, in every Species and Appears 


Dn. / aver, is abominable and odious in > Sehe 5 


1 
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the Almighty, yet it ſeems particularly againſt ' 7 
this Branch of it, that the Led der Iſaiah ex, 1 
claims in his third Chapter: And, I am forry to 
obſerve, that the Charge of this odious, as well 
as irrational Paſſion of the Mind, equally affect 
the Male, as the Female Part of my Species. 
But what renders it the more notable, is, that us 
don't remark, in preceeding Ages, any Prohibis , 
tion, in the Article of © Apparel, ever ſo much as Þ 
mention d; or any Caution given to Men, to avoid 
Superfiuity, or Caiety, of this Kind; as if this 
Folly and Weakneſs, was indeed incident 
and peculiar to Women only. And we may re- 
mark, from Hiſtory, that wiſe Men al- 
ways neglected and deſpiſed Gaiety in their 
Clothes; and, whenever any Vanity of this Sort 
appeared, tho' in young Men, it was look 
upon with Contempt, and derided by reaſonable” 
Men, who conſider'd it as a Mark or Indication 
of weak Intellects. But however that be, 1 
mall take the Liberty of asking my own Sex, 
who ſeem moſt concerned in the Judgements + |. i 
pronounced by the Prophet againſt the Pride of 
Women, their Opinion of the Chapter I have © N 1 1. 
mentioned. After the Prophet had been eu- Y 
merating the great Diſadvantages and Calami- 
ties the Children or People of Iſrael had brought. - Þ 
upon themſelves by their Sin and Diſobediengey/ - 
for which, he tells them, the Lord would d 
aſſuredly enter into Judgment, by bringing . 
"theſe Calamities ſuddenly upon them; he adds, 
Moreover, the Lord ſaith, becauſe the Daughters © > 1 
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A TW; as they go, and making. a timkling with » 
\ Their Feet: Therefore, in that Day (the Day of 
his Judgements) ſanh the Lord, I will take 

away the Bravery of their tinkling Ornaments 
Pom about their Feet, and their Cauls, and their 
bound Tires like the Moon, the Chains, and the 
Bracelets, and the Mufflers, the Bonnets, and the 
Ornaments of the Legs, and the Head-bands, and 

the Tablets, aud the Ear-rings, the Rings, and 
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Noſe-jewels, the changeable Suits of Apparel, and 
Mantles, and the Wimples, and the Gil Pins, 
the Glaſſes, and the fine Linnen, the 23 and 
the Veils. And it ſball come to paſs, that in- 
fiead of ſweet Smells, there ſball be a Stink; 
inſtead of a Girdle, a Rem; inſtead of well ſet 

Hair, baldneſs; inſtead of a Stomacher, a girding 
dit Sackciath ; and Burning, inſtead of Beauty. 
And hence let us obſerve the Effects of Pride, 
in Apparel too, which many think ſo iriſignifi- 

gant; and ſome have been ſo abſurd as to ſay, 
that the Ornaments, Sc. enumetated by the 
Prophet, were only unlawful to the Few:/b 
Women, who poſlibly had borrow'd their Fa- 
E. fhions from the Hfathen, with whom they 
= were forbid any Sort of Commerce; neither 

were they to walk after the Cuſtoms and Man- 
nmnnaers of the Hathen Nations. But we may re- 
mark, theſe Things were not to be taken from 

them, becauſe they had borrow'd the Forms of 
them ſrom the neighbouring Nations; but be- 
cauſe the Daughters f Lion are proud and 
haughty. and walk with ſiretched forth Necks,, 
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theſe Ornaments; therefore the Lord will de- 
COLES | | Fo EY rive. ; 5 


e 


* 


: 
"7" - 
wo _ 

4 p b N 1 
© i, þ wo . * 
1; 3 « * — py 
* * * 45 ** N 


„ 92 ö * TY: 7 a 5 y 
„ To 5 — 9 F 
N * 


14 91 "1 N 

piive them of the Things they made fabſera 
vient to their Pride and Vanity; the Sin of 
which is equally odious and abhorent to God, 
in us, the Deſcendants of the Gentiles, as it 
was in the Jews: Nor does the Prohibition of 
Sin, or the Command or Precept of Holineſs, 
loſe one. Whit of its Force and Energy, for be- 
ing deliver'd two or three thouſand, or ſeven- 
teen hundred Years ago. As the FORE tity is 
unchangeable in his eſſential Holineſs ; for with 
um is uo Variableneſs, or Shadow of rv 
Sin; that was Sin ſome Ages back, muſt ab 
lutely be fo at this Day. 

But hear now what ſome of the Chriſtian 
| Apoſtles enjoin, when they were giving Direc- 
Roa to the Churches of CHRIST, 1 Tim. ii. 9: 
and which Dr. Hhitby thus notes: In hike Man- 
ner alſo I will that Chriſtian Women adorn them- 
ſehves in modeſt Apparel, with Shamefaceane(s 
and Sobriety; not ſetting out themſelves with 
broider d Hair, or Gold, or Pearls, or coſtly Ar. 
ray; but with that Ornament which beſt be= 
comes Women profeſ/ine Godlineſs ; that is, with 
good Works. And next the Apoſtle Peter, in 
his particular Inſtructions to Chriſtian Women, 5 
he thus expreſſes himſelf; J/hoſe ador ning let it 


rot be that outward" ador ning of plaiting thus 
Hair, and wearmg Gold, or putting on of Apparel; 
but let it be with the hidden Man of the Hart, m 


that which is not corruptible, even the Ornament 
of a meek and quiet Spirit, which is in the Sight 
f God of great Price: Tor after this Marne. 
zn the old Trees, the holy Women alſo, who traft- 
adm God ngdorned themſetves: And the above 
FE. = Tet . cited 


eited Author, in his Comment on the Words of 
both theſe Apoſtles, gives you his Senſe thus: 
It ſeems evident, that all Attire, which, by the 
Richneſs and Coſtlineſs of it, ſhews any Pride 
or V anity of Spirit, or any Ambition to excel others, 
is forbid by the Apoſtles Words : All great Con- 
cerument, Gare and Study, to appear in ſuch At- 
tire, as if it were our trueſt Ornament, and that 
which made us excel, and be more honourable 
than others: This Vanity and Pride, this Eſteem 
of, and Concern for, theſe Things, being not well 
eonfiſtent with Sobriety, and much leſs with the 
Profeſſion of true Godlineſs. And here (conti- 
nues he) 'tis worthy to be noted by the Women, 
that this Precept ought not to be flighted by them, 
as of Iittle Moment, ſeeing it is ſo e in- 
eulcated by the two chief Apoſtles of the Jews 
and Gentiles, &. Peter and St. Paul. And the 
comrary is repreſented as a Practice oppoſe to 


 CGoalineſs : And he ſubjoins; Let them eſpecially 


remark the Character here given of a Chriſtian 
Woman, vir. That ſbe is one who does not only 
. profeſs and declare, that ſbe ſerves and worſhips 
God; but alſo doth ſhew forth Godlineſs in her 

| Eife and Converſation. And let the Men note 
hence, that if it be ſo unbecoming a Chriſtian Wo= 
man. to be thus concerud in adorning and trickmg 
up her Boay,- it muſt be much more unbecoming a 
Chriſtian Man to put on ſuch Attire, which makes 
him truly deſerve the Name of Fop. And next 
let us hear the Opinion of one of the Antients, 
viz, Clemens of Alexandria; he tells us, That 
Women, who wear Gold, and plait the Hair, 
gaus tot the Image of God in the mu * 6 
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nd that the apoſtolical Conſtitutions forbid — 
to wear exquiſite Garments, which were fitted to 
decerve, or Gold Rings, &c. And Jamhͤlicus, in 
the Life of Pythagoras, ſays, That no free Il o- 
men wore Gold, but lewd Women only. Hence 
you may obſerve, that the People called Qua- 
ters, are not ſingular in the Conſtruction they 
put on, or Senſe they conſider the Apoltle's 
Words in, in the Article of Apparel; and that 
our Particularity in this Matter does not pro- 
ceed from Whim, Caprice or Fancy, or any 
Affectation of being ſingular hut from a Con- 
viction in our own Underſtanding, that Super- 
fluity and Luxury, which has its Riſe from 
Pride, is inconſiſtent and contrary to the hum 
ble, lowly, unambitious Temper and Spirit, of 


Chriſtianity. One Argument fome have made | 


uſe of to ſupport the Vanity of gay and coſtly 
Clothing, was this; ; That the Pride was not in 
the Clothes, but in the Heart; An Aſſertion 
I have greatly prov'd true by my own Expe- 
rience. I could not imagine there could be any 
moral or inherent Evil in a Piece of gay Silk; 
for I know full well, that Pride proceeds from 
a vain and ambitious Heart; and that if it had 
not its Reſidence and Seat there, it would not 
appear in the Habit or Garb. But tho' ſome 
perhaps may allow me to be acquainted with, 
and therefore a Judge of my own Heart; yet, 
wou'd it not border upon Uncharitableneſs, to 
alledge that all Perſons who wear gay Clothing, 
are conſequently proud and ambitious? I anſwer; 
Tpbo' it may not be ſafe to judge in every Cafe 
cording to the , of the Eye, yet our 
. | Lord 
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a Lord ſeems to allow us the Evidence &f our 
Senſes pretty generally. Every Tree, ſays he, 
I, known by its Fruit. Of Thorns Men do not ga- 
ther Figs, nor off a Bramble-bufſh Grapes. And 
then gives us the following Mark or Criterion 
to judge by, Te ſhall know them by their Fruits, 
Thus when J ſee Fruits of the ſame Kind pro- 
"duced by others, which T certainly know pro- 
ceeded from the bitter Root of Pride in my 
con Heart, I do not think it an uncharitable, 
but a natural and rational Conelufion, that they 
ſpring from MeMke cvil Root in others. A 
good Tree c can bring forth evil Fruit, neither 
can à corrupt Tree bring forth good Frait. A good 
Man, ont of tho good Treaſure of his Heart 
brineeth forth that which is good; but an evi 
Man, out of the evil Treaſure of his Heart, 
bringeth forth that which is evil. J have heard 
it objected, that Perſons, who have always 
been accuſtomed to Finery from their Infancy, 
are not commonly proud of it; it becomes there- 
by ſo familiar to them, that they have not 
ſuch high Thoughts of themſelves when gaily, 
-attir'd as many imagine; neither value Dreſs 
and ſplendid Equipages, Sc. at ſo high a Rate, 
as thoſe do to whom they have not been ſo 
Habitual; this I have thought may be partly 
true; but notwithſtanding I have conſider'd, 
that tho” theſe Things are habitual and familiar 
to many, yet People of this Character are not 
ſo ignorant, as not to be ſenfible that they are 
reſpected and courted according to the Appear- 
ance they make in the World; and ſhould any 
One propoſe to ſuch to lay alide their 7 | 
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2 Int aa Gaiety, we ſhould ſoon ſee theſe Mat- 


ders are not ſo indifferent to them as ſome may 


think; they only ſeem more careleſs and eaſy 
about them, becauſe they have been accuſtom'd 
to Pride of this Sort longer” than others, and 
therefore leſs affected with it, having better 
learn'd the Art to conceal it: And if every 
One would be ſo juſt to themſelves, as candid- 
ly and impartially to enquire and ask their own 

Hearts, from whence proceeds their Fondneſs for 
Splendor, Shew and Pomp, eſpecially in this 
Article, they would be obliged to confeſs, or 


at Jeaft not to deny, that Pride Was at the 


Bottom. | 
Part of a Converſation 1 happen d to have 


with a faſhionable Woman in Ereat.- Britain, 


will ſerve to confirm what I have obſerv'd. 
She aſſerted ſhe was free from Pride, tho' ſhe 
did adorn herſelf in a gay and ſplendid Manner. I 
ask'd her if ſhe could be as well ſatisfied and con- 
tent in a plain Dreſs, andStuff or Woollen Gown, 
as with the gay Silks ſhe uſually wore? She an- 


| {wer'd — I queried why ſhe then dreſſed ſo gay? Ti 
wer'd, that ſhe might appear agreeable to 


She an 
others. I ask'd her why ſhe was ſo much con- 
cern'd to pleaſe others with her fine Clothes, 
Sc. She ſaid, it was leaſt ſhe ſhould be deſpiſed for 
the Meaneſs of her Appearance. I ab d her 


whence proceeded that Fear? Here, I think, 

dhe was ſilent, being reduced to an Extremity, 9 

which proved the Source of her Vanity to be | 
nothing leſs than Pride, in ſpight of all her 

boaſted Humility. I have often thought, our 

| — for Trifles, Pomp, Shew and Nate, = 
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_ be attributed to Inconſideration : For did 


we reflect, examine and compare Things, we 
thould certainly make very different Deductions, 
Concluſions, and Eſtimations, from what the 
Generality of Mankind are wont to do. . And 
I am certain, from our Ignorance of Divine and 
Heavenly Things, proceeds our Fondneſs and 
mordinate Deſires for ſenſual and earthly Pleas 
ſures and Enjoyments, And indeed ſince I 
have thought at all, I mean to any good Pury 
pole, I have been amazed at my own Stupi- 
dity and Folly, when I have confider'd and re- 
collected how anxious I had formerly been till I 


was in Poſſeſſion of this gay Silk, and the other 
fine Lace; and I have bluſhed with an holy 


Shame, when J reflected how I had ſometimes 


doated on a Ribbon, or any other Toy or Bau- 


ble, that had but the T itle of new-faſhion'd 


annex'd to it! One common Argument ſor Su- 


perfluity and Luxury of all Kinds, is, that it 
encourages and ſupports Trade; and that the 
Bread and Subſiſtence of Thouſands depend on 


new Faſhions: But thoſe who offer this Reaſon, 


do not conſider how many, on the contrary, are 
ruin'd and undone by contributing to what is 
alledged the Support of Trade; this being ſo 
manifeſt, eſpecially in Great- Britain, that it 
needs no other Proof but the Evidence of our 


Eyes, if we will but look round and conſider 


how many Families are reduced to Poverty, 
Wretchedneſs and Miſery, from this very Source 
Pride, from whence. ſprings Luxury, in all its 
hideous Forms and Shapes. The Diſorder, as A 


* Writer obſerves, is became n. . 


* 


—— * 
4s the inferior Claſs of People endeavour all ia 
their Power to appear as grand and faſhionable as | 
their Superiors. And when J have conſider d, how 
uſual it is for the lower Part of Mankind t6 
be ſway d by the Example of the higher, I have 
thought it greatly behoved People of Rank and 
Condition to exhibit Patterns of Humility, 
Temperance, Sobriety and Moderation, with 
every other Chriſtian Virtue, to their Inferiors. 
But I have heard it objected, that coſtly and 
fptendid Apparel, Sc. is neceſſary to make and 
ſupport a proper Diſtinction between Perſons of 
high and low Degree. The Argument T have 
thought weak, and unworthy to be offer'd by 
a Chriſtian, as I am of Opinion, every reaſon- 
able Perſon will grant that Piety and Virtue 
(not Gold and tinſel Ornaments): ought to diſ- 
tinguiſn and render truly honourable the high- 
er Rank of People. Beſides, it is evident, that 
theſe Diſtinctions are not kept up and maintain't 
by coſtly Attire, Sc. for we may daily obſerve, 
that Perſons of the loweſt Rank, with Reſpe& 
to their Offices and Employments, are often- 
times very wealthy; and theſe adorn them- 
felves in as pompous a Manner, and have as 
grand Houſes, Furniture, Equipages, Gc. as 
| thoſe who are greatly ſuperior to them in other 

R eſpects. has. 5 
But allowing many Things the Title of Su- 
perfluity and Luxury, and therefore unlawful 
to be uſed by Chriftians; it has been queried 
how are all theſe Faſhion-mongers, who are 
Fupported by making and vending Things of 
iis: Nature, to be provided for, if they ſhould 
K _ 8 give 
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giye ip their Employments, which you Qua 
ers ſay are contrary to Chriſtianity, and theres 
fore unlawful? I would firſt humbly propoſe to 
People to examine themfelves, and fee if they 
are Chriſtians; not nominal; but real Chriſtians; 
| Tach as are led, ruled, guided and directed, by 
the Spirit of CHRTS TH; thoſe who are not, are 
none ef his, whatever they may pretend to; 
for as many as are led by the Spirit of God; 
they (and they only) are the Children of God. 
Theſe will find, that it is not lawful for them 
EZ to ſupport any Trade, or uſe any Employment; 
which is inconſiſtent; or - claſhes with the Doc- 
trines and Rules they profeſs to be govern'd by; 
% ſuch are not often at a Loſs for ſome lawful 
| Calling'or Buſineſs, whereby they may obtain 
Pood and Raiment, with which they are eon 
WW tent; Religion has bounded their Deſires, and 
they greatly experience, that the Happineſs of 
4 Chriſtian's Life does not conſiſt in the bun- 
# _ dance of this World's Goods. I have the Au- 
=  thority of a Clergyman for what I am now 
Er © going to mention, dia. That all thoſe who 
pProfeſs themſelves Chriſtians, ſhould, in all their 
Actions, conſequently in their Callings or Pro- 
feſſions of Buſineſs, ask themſelves this neceſſa / 
K rv Queſtion, Can I do this Thing as a Chriſtian? 
Or, is it confiſtent with the Principles and Pre- 
eepts of my Chriſtian Profeſſion? And if upon 
A ſerious and ſincere Examination, we find that 
the Calling or Employment on which our Bread 
depends, be in any wiſe contrary” to the Pre- 
cepts of CurtsT, and the Example he left d 
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ſo,” I believe we are bets #6, if we don't lean 
offs For CukIs r tells us, if aur Right Han 


his Laws, we muſt cut it off; we muſt quit 


whatſoever cauſes this Offence, how near, dear, 


and uſeful. foever it be to us, as tis better 

aner into Life halt and maimed; than having two 
Hands to be taſi imo F:ll-fire. I am not in- 
ſenſible, that what I have here offered-will be 


thought hard Sayings by many; but for our 


Encouragement our bleſſed Lord aſſures us, 


That any One who hath forſaken any temporal © 


Advantage or Emoyment, as Houſes, Lands, Fa- 
ther, Mother, Wife or Children, Brethren or 
obern or his Sake and the Goſpel's, ſball re- 
corve 5 in this World, and in that 


to come Life everlaſting. Tur Godlinefs hath the 
Promiſe of the Life het now is, and of that 
which is to come. We have not only an Hun- 


dred- fold of Peace in our Boſoms, vi. The 


Comforts of an upright Conſcience (a greater 
Bleſſing than any we have parted with) and 


ſpiritus Bread to eat, which the World knows 


not of; but our natural Bread is made. ſure; 
and Water fails not; for the Lord er 9 


caſts away the Subftance of the Wicked, y 


to famiſh. Agreeable to this the royal Pro- 
phet ſpeaks, I have been young, and now am 


bld, yet rk 1 —— the 2 forſalen, 
cad. And again, he ex- 


nr hir Seed begg 
horts to wilt in in the Lord and a Good, and 
ſhalt dwell in the Land, and verily "thou 


de fed.” And further, he calls to his Pop 


offend vs, or cauſe us to act any Thing againſt 


he rarely ſuffers the Souls of the Nene 
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F 9 
ple to fear the Lord, and believe in Him; 
Believe in him, and he will help thee, and 
order thy Way aright; fear and truſt in 
him, and your Reward ſhall not fail.“ He ſhall 
ſave them, becauſe they put their Truſt in him; 
for look at the Generations of old, and ſee, 
Did ever any truſt in the Lord, and was con- 
founded? Or, did any abide in his Fear, and was 
forſaken ? Or, whom did he ever deſpiſe that 
eall'd upon his Name in Truth, Sincerity and 
 _Uprightneſs? But ſuppoſing that Chriſtians, as 
a2 Tryal of their Faith, may ſometimes be re- 
is duced to great outward Diſtreſs, which may 
pollibly be permitted to extend to want of Bread, 
Sc. et ſball Fainine, or Nalodutſo, or Perſe- 
eution, or Diſtreſs, &c. ſeparats us (Chriſtians): 
from the Love of God No ſurely ; Theſe (com- 
pararively):/ight Afflictions, which we ſuffer for 
22 Moment, work for us a far more exceeding” 
aud ciernal Weight of Glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
For tho? the ſpiritual: Exerciſes, as well as tem- 
poral Troubles ef the Righteous, may be ma- 
ny, yet the Lord deliyereth out of them all. 
And then can we ſay upon the Banks of De- 
liverance, © We will love the Lord our Sal- 
vation, he having been our Strength and our 
Shield, and done great Things ſor us; therefore 
will we be thankful to his Name, and rejoice 
in his Power: For who among the Gods (or 
Idols manv make to themſelves) is like unto 
our God! Let us therefore àſeribe Strength and 
Power to God; for his Name is glorious in-Ho- 
lineſs; he is fearful in Praiſes and a God that 
bas indeed wrought Wonders for us.“ II 
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r 
are we excited to love God, who firſt loved us, 
and has called us to Glory, which we have be- 
held, as of the Glory of the only begotten Son 


of God, full of Grace and Truth, of whom we 


have received Grace for Grace; and having thus 
ſeen his Glory, our Hearts are overcome with 
his Beauty, and we endeavour to return in our 
Meaſure Love for Love, and can now fay in 
Truth and Sincerity, Whom have we in Heaven 
but thee, and there is nothing that we deſire ow 
Earth in compariſon of thee ? Thou art indeed be- 
come the chief among ten Thouſand to our Souls, 
Thus the truly Godly love God above all earth- 
ly Conſiderations, and in the higheſt Degree. 
The Love of God, ſays a pious Writer, is of 
ſo noble-a Nature, that the M:diocrity, which in 


other. Paſſions is an Excellence, is here an Im- 


perfection. The Man, after God's own Fleart, 
ic not afraid to own to his Maker an Ardency of 
Love, which he - expreſſes by the ſignificant Me- 


 taphor of Thirſt, My Soul is athirſt for God, Kc. 


when they flow within their wonted Banks ; but 
the Love of; God, as of the River Nile, the Over- 
flowing makes it the more welcorwe. The royal 
Prophet indeed diſcovers often a fervent Love 
to, and Deſire after, the Enjoyment of God's 
holy Preſence : So he no leſs eſteemed his Pre- 


Other Paſſions like other Rivers, are beſt liked, 


cepts; agreeable to what our bleſſed Lord ſaid 


in After-ages to his Diſciples, I he lovs me, 


keep. my. Commandments. 1 hate, ſays David, 


| 


9 
2 
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vain Thoughts, bur thy Law do T love; for hour 
feweet are thy Words to my Taſtg,? Tea; ſweater 
than Honzy.tzo my Mouth. I love thy Commands” 
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22 25 for they are the reioicing of my 


Er, above Gal, 5e, 5 4 
'Thy 2 haus 1 talen for an Fm 
eſttmonics are my Delight, . my Counſelers 
alight to do thy. Will, On God! yoa, thy 
4 is within my Heart, Pſalm cxix. The 


Apoſtle Paul alſo delighted in the Law of God 


after the inner Man: And agreeably, the Righ- 
teous, in all Ages, decline not from the Com- 
mandments of his Lips, but eſteem the Wordy 


of his Mouth more than neceſfary Food. 


But let none imagine, that tho it is our 
Duty to love God with all our Heart, Soul 
and Strength, above every Conſideration, and 
with the greateſt Ardency, that this In- 
junction claſhes with, or hinders our exerting 
this Duty of Love in it's full Force in every 
natural and ſocial Relation; as it is not the ſame 
Species of Love with Which we love God, as 

that we extend to our Neighbour, Childoes, 
&c. For as God is an afinitety perfect Being, 
and happy in his on Perfections, we cannot 
add to his Happineſs by wiſhing well to hit 
therefore we cannot love him with the Lava | 
Benevolence or Beneficence, with which we 
love our Neighbour, Go. but with the Love 
of Deſire, deſiring to be with him, and to par- 
take of his Fulneſs, agreeable to what the roy» 


al Prophet ſpeaks, One Thing have I died, 
3 and bon will 1 ſeek after, os I 


may. dewell in 
de Houſe (or Preſence) of the Lord forever; tu 
behs/4 the Beauty- of the Lord, and ta worſhip 
in his Temple, A religious Saud, ſays 2 : 
WM r Command 22 * God aueh, that. . 
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tering eee with that Love which ought by, 
ty b app to Cod. The Apoſtle Peter 
loved God above. all capthly Conſiderations, 
when he refuſed to obey the High Prieft, who 
charged him with the other Apoſtles, that they 
ſhould not teach in the Name of CHRIS TH: He 
anſwer'd, and ſaid, Me ought to obey God rather 
than Man. Tho! in fo doing they incurr d the 


Diſpleaſure of Men, and were in Danger of 


long not only their Liberty, but eyer their 
ives; nevertheleſs, ſay they, we cannot but 


ah the Things which wwe have ſcew and heard 2 4 
| (and for which Purpoſe we have been imme: 


diately commiſſion'd by our great Maſter him+ 


ſelf) viz. That by us Repentance and Remiſfion 


of Sins ſhould. be preachid in his Name among 
all Nations, beginning at Jeruſalem. And the 
Apoſtle Haul expreſſes the greateſt, as well as 
the moſt fervent Love to God, when he thus 
queries, h (or what Conſideration) ſpall ſes 
ate ut from the Love of God m CHRIST 
FESUS our Lord ? Shall Tribulation, or Diſtreſs. 
or Perſecution, or Famine, or Peril, or St rd? 
Nog in all theſe Things we are more than Cons 
gurors thro CHRIST, who hath loved us Theres 
fore I am perſwaded, that neither Life nor Death, 


mor Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor Things | 


2 2 to come, nor Heights (of Proſpe- 
A ty) nor 8 (of Adverſity) ) nor 7 other Oen- 

re, ſhall be alls to | Ppotars 4s (Chyftians) from 
Love of God. And indeed thoſe 25 Inte- 
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1 e 2 upreme and heaventy bo 
they k of 85 a Nature, enough to 1 | 
gage us to court tleaven, at the Rate of renouncing 
Jor them all thoſe unmanty Senſualitres, and trix. 
fing V anities, for which incunſiderate Mortals are 
wont to forfeit the Intere $4 their Saviour ſo dear- 
ty purchaſed for them. And as T have elſewhere” 
faid, we may attribute all | the ſordid Vices and 
growing Follies, which the Generality of Peo- 
ple indulge themſelves in, to Inconſideration, 
as we don't enough examine and compare the 
fading Enjoyments of this Life, with the per: 
manent Bleſſings of an happy Eternity; if we 
did, we ſhould ſoon diſcover the great Diſpro- 
portion, and willingly part with all ſinful and 
tranſitory Pleaſures. And when 1 have been 
reflecting that Vice and Luxury, in every 
Branch of it, abounds not only in Gen, Bel, 
where I have ſo lately, and ſo frequently, laz 
mented this epidemical Diſorder, among People, 
who nevertheleſs aſſume the T itle of Chriſtians, F 
and Diſciples of CHRIST, without rememb'ring, 
that all who take that ſacred Name upon them, 
muſt depart from all Iniquity. (CHRIS F came 
to redeem us from all Sin, and to purify to him- 
elf a pecutrar People, Sealbus 5 — Works : ) 
I ſay, when I have obſerved that Vice, Softneſs, 
Effeminacy and Luxury, of moſt Kinds, has : 
every where ſown its noxious Seeds, which flou- 
Tiſh in moſt Climes or Countries, my Soul ſhrinks | 
at the Thought of the Poſſibility not to ſay Pro- 
bability and Danger (without timely Repentance 
and Amendment of Life) of careleſs, negligent 
5 r DenOus Sinners, N precipitated fran * . 


* 
* 


* 


Life of Eaſe, Security and Di verſion, to 4 
State of endleſs Woe and Miſery ! From the 
Converſation of wanton and gay Companions, 


to aſſociate with wicked and unhappy Spirits; 


whoſe melancholy Bemoanings, and bitter Cries 
and Complaints, will be far different from the 


 melodious Strains of Muſick the Ears of the 


Voluptious have beefi accuſtom'd to: There fore 


it greatly behoves Sinners to make a ſuitable 
Preparation for the trying Time of Death, leſt 


it ſurprize them at unawares; and the unhap- 
py and dreadful Seaſon approach, wherein it 


will be ſaid to him that is filthy, Be filthy ſtill. 


Thus will Fearfulneſs ſeize the Hypocrite, and 


Sinners will be aſham'd of the Idols they once 


delighted in, and then will they caſt the whole 
Train of them to the Moles, and to the Batts. 


Baut after all that can be ſaid againſt Pride or 
Vice, of what Nature ſoeyer, the ſtrong Man 


arm'd will keep Poſſeſſion of your Hearts, till 


you ſuffer a ſtronger than he to enter, and turn 


him out, and ſpoil his Goods. 'Fhoſe Sins 


| which do lett or hinder your coming to God, 
will lett, till you permit them to be removed. 
Every wild Olive-tree of Vice and Folly will 
grow and flouriſh, till you find it your Intereſt, 
and a Neceſſity of being ingrafted into the true 


Vine and Nature of CukisT, and ſuffer him 


to lay the Ax of his Power to the Root of the 


old and 7 4 Tree, and then will every 


Branch of Pride and Wickedneſs fall of courſe. 
Therefore, as One who has obtain'd Mercy, in 
having a Sight afforded me, to ſee the Things 
that make for my cycrlatting Felicity, I wou d- 
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$eoojnthend to you to -conkidhl of f thi Things 
It was the great Loſs and Diſadvantage, as well 
a8 Folly of the Children of Ifraci, chat 
neglected the great Law of Conſideration, 
which occaſioned the Almighty thus to lament; 
O that my Vaude were wiſe, that they underſtood 
this, that they would ton/ider their latter Hud 
But, further, as I have above occafionally men- 
tioned Muſick, whick before 1 had only con- 
fidered promiſcuouſiy, as an Attendant at Balls, 
c. I ſhall now obſerve, that it was a Science I 
formerly greatly delighted in, and ſpent much 
Time, both in the Theory, as well as in the 
11 . Part: But when Religion began to 
ake place in my Heart, I found Mufick ſtood 
in my Way, and I conſider'd it only as an A- 
muſement; which detain'd me from more ſolid 
and uieful Thoughts and Reflections: In ſhort, 
it became fo burthenfome to me, that I could 
fot perform ariy of my airy Leſſons, which had 
been uſual, as well as pleaſing to me: And on 
further Confideration it appears to me to be a 
merely ſenſual, and not an intellectual Pleaſure 
(as ſome would fondly aſſert) therefore I quit - 
ted the Study, as well as Practice of it, for 
What I now eſteem'd a more uſeful; profitable 
and rational Science, dig. The Stud 
Knowledge of my own Heart, which 1 


and 
have 
found worth all I knew of the other ſeren⸗ 


But further, on peruſing the ſacred Writings, L 
do not remember to have read of one Chriſtian 

_ Muſician in all the New- Teſtament: And in 
reading the Old, it appears that the Prophet 
"Nw nn the Wantennels of the wy == 7 
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Wen of: 1 Try enumerating the many Ta- 
ſtances of their Luxury, he mentions Muſick 
as à Mark of Levity and Wantonneſs; They 
chant, ſays he, to the Sound of the Viol, and in- 
vent to themſelves Inſtruments of Muſick "bike Da- 
vid; but they are not erieved for the Aﬀiiction 
of Joſeph. And the Prophet 1{azah denounces 
a Woe againſt them; adding, be Harp, and the 
Viol, the Tabret, and Pipe, and Wine, are in their 
Feaſts: but they r eeard not the Wark of of the Lord, 
"neither do they con 2 the Operation of 15 Hands; 
not being moved with the Calamities of che 
ſuffering Part of Mankind, ſo long as they can 
enjoy Eaſe and Plenty. | 
And now hear what the Biſhop of Cambray 
Hays on the Subject of Muſick: 40 for Mu 
br it is well known, that the Ancients believed 
"nothing more pernicious to a well regulated State, iF 

than to ſuffer an effeminate Melody to be intro- 1 
duced into it. It enervates Men and renders 3 
their Souls and voluptuous: Lanoui = 
rains are 00 leaſant, 1 the 80 pom - 
itſelf up to the Charms of the Senſes; and this, _ 
adds he, was one of their moſt important Policies: = 
Plato, in the like Manner, ſeverely rejects all 

the ſoft Airs of the Aſiatick Muſick; and with 
much greater Realon Chriſtians who never ought to 
ſeek Pleaſure for. Pleaſures Sake, ought ſurely to 

Have an Averſion for theſe poi ond at vs 
I have been the larger in my Objections on 
Diverſions and Recreations, which, by moſt Peo- 
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ple, are conſider'd as innocent Amuſements; as 


they ſeem to be moſt hurtful and dangerous: 
4 _” Inconyeniencies, as well as unlawful 
"2. N | Things 
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d, ereep into the Hearts and Condud . a 
People, under the ſpecious Title of Harmleſs | 
Fleaſures, Poole, in his Annotations on the 
Bible, tells us; when diſcourſing on the Law- 
fulneſs of earthly Enjoyngents, Jis 10 be fear d, 
more Souls miſs of Haven and Hap 77 Ly in- 
dulging and allauing themſelves 7 in Things deemed 
lawjul, than by commutting groſs and enormous 
1 Evils; theſe, many ſhrink at with Horror; but 
©... . thoſe Things conſider d lawful, which. ſometimes 
becomes circumſtantially unlawful, and Pleaſures 
term d innoccut, are uſed and embraced without 
Tear or Caution; and with all their Train of 
miſchievous Conſequences. For this Reaſon I have 
| allo dwelt the longer on Pride in Apparel; yet 
1. am not inſenſible that it appears in many o- 
ther Forms beſides that, or what I am going 
to mention, V2, That all true Chriſtians conſi- 
der. it 28 an Evil, when it diſcovers itſelf in 
Houſes, Equipages, Furniture, or our Tables: 
As one who is endued with the Chriſtian Virtue 
: of, Humility, diſcovers it in every Acton, or 
hing, that he has the ordering and conducting 
_ Always. keeping in Memory the Aſſertion 
of the Apoſtle Paul, He that ſtrives for the fl * 
Malen, or runs ſo as to obtain, is terperate in | 
all Things. And as he is temperate in the Uſe 
and Enjoyment of the Things of this Life, ſo 
is n true Chriftian moderate in his Defires and 
Purſuits after worldly Riches and Profits; he 
makes not Hafte to be rich ;- his greateſt Con- 
Cern and principal Care, agreeable to our Lords 
Direction and Advice, is, Firſt to ſeek the Ring- 
aum 4 God and bis Rightomnſs; to lay 1 
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good Pounds tion wainſt the "Time to come; 
permanent Inheritance, which fadeth not away2. 
And as Heaven is the End of his Hope and 
Defires, he is careful to lay up Treaſure there ; 
uſing the periſhing Enjoyments of the Things 
of this Life, with as little Concern, and as 
much Indifference, as if he uſed them not, for 
this great and good Reaſon, © Becauſe the Fa- 
ſnion of them paſſeth away! On the contrary, 
how do we obſerve the ſordid Worldling, pur- 
ſuing with Eagerneſs, Sollicitude and Warmth, 
the periſhing Riches of this Life? And, in di 
rect Oppoſition to our Lord's Precept, they 
ſeek firſt, and principally, the Things of this 
World, which he exhorts us not to be greatly” 
anxious or thonghtful about; but to ſuch as 
ſeek firſt his Kingdom, and the Righteouſneſs: 
thereof, he — — vs, all theſe Thinss (that are 
needful for our Support) ſhall bz added. Ne- 
vertheleſs, when we come to reaſon with 
People of this Character, who fo ready to con- 
feſs, and afſent to the following Truths? 
That as we are in this uncertain and paſſing 
Situation, tis great Folly and Stupidity to be i| 
over anxious or immoderate in our Purſuits after 
Wealth, or to be fo very careful as ſome are, 4 
in making large Proviſion for theſe mortal Bo- 
dies; laying up Goods ſor many Years; where- 
as we have no continuing City here; that tis 3 
appointed to all Men once to die, nd we know "TY 
not how ſoon we ſhall be ſummon'd to Judg- 
ment, to render an Account of the Deeds done 2 
in thoſe frail Bodies.” Yet what has been Mat: 
wo, Abanihncnt) to me, is, that this very = 
. | N 2 mY "Body, 
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aa which People profeſs in Words to make 
ſo little Account of, when they reflect on the 
Shortneſs of it's Continuance here in this Life, 
engroſſes the whole Care: What we ſhall eat, 
Shae we ſhall drink, and wherewith ſhall we 
be cloathed,” appears to be the chief Concern 
of the Generality of Mankind? Not that I 
think the Body ſhould be excluded from a ne- 
geſſary and proper Proportion of our Care and 
Diligence; as it would be abſurd and irrational 
to ſuppoſe our Bodies can ſubſiſt without ſuit- 
able Care and Proviſion : On the contrary, it is 
every Man's indiſpenſable Duty, to provide a 
Subſiſtence for himſelf and his Houſhold ; fuch 
who do not, are confider'd by the Apoſtle worſe 
than Infidels ; having, by this Neglect, denied 
their baith in CHRIST; But then let it be a 
5 rat ional, moderate and Chriſtian Care; let the 
| A hings appertaining to this Life, have their 
* juſt and proper Place in our Affections; and not 
flebelliouſly and unnaturally uſurp an Authority 
I Almighty Wiſdom thought fit to inveſt his Crea- 
ture Man with, at the Time when he preſent- 
c him with the Creation, and put it under 
Kis SubjeQion, ſaying, Have thou Dominion over. 
. every living Thing, &c. and ſubdue the Earth. 
' Here was all ſublunary and earthly Objects pla- 
_ Fed under our Feet; that the Creatures were, 
by the Wiſdom and Order of God, placed in 
Subordination and Subjection to us; to be our 
„Servants, not our Lords (that our Reaſon 
ſhould rule them, not they govern our Reaſeg) 
hh they immediately become, when we make 
1 an Wel and * Ole of them; and 
1 e  yhich | 
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. we certainly do, when we employ them 
to fulfil the finful Lufts and Vanities of the 

Fleſh. And further, is it not Matter of Won- 
der and Amazement, Compaſſion and Lamentg- 
tion, to obſerve ſo little Proviſion made for; 
or Concern, employ'd about the immortal Soul! 
which muſt abſolutely, and certainly have an 
eternal Exiſtence, either in Bliſs or Miſery ? 
And tho' many who pretend to Religion and 
Virtue, acknowledge that our Felicity conſiſts 
in rightly knowing, truly loving, and reve- 
_ rently ſerving the Supreme Being: And that 
Obedience, Submiſſion and Reſignation to his 
divine Will and holy Commands, is the higheſt 
Point of Wiſdom, and indiſpenſable Duty of all 
rational Minds; yet how tmall the Proportion 
of thoſe who 20 agreeable to this Confeſſion, 
to thoſe, by far the greater Number, who in- 
confiderately and blindly follow the dark Ima- 
ginations of their own Wills and Affections? 
This Conſideration is indeed Subject of Mourn- 
ing to thoſe whoſe Eyes and Underſtandings 
the Almighty has mercifaily opened by the Hand 
of his divine Power, and aſſiſted by the Light 
of his Grace, to he their own Miſtakes; and 
has graciouſly afforded his holy Aid and In- 
ſtruction, by which they were enabled to rec- 


tify them. Theſe, ſeeing the manifold Dan 


gers all who are in a State of Sin and Forget- 
fulneſs of God are obnoxious to, are concerned 
- to diſcover and point out the dangerous Rocks 
dach muſt inevitably fall on, if they continue 
to purſue the perilous Courſe of Sin and Folly; 


k 2 to mark out, as far as they are enabled, 
TE "29 5 the 
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1 Se Way Fac Means be which they may eſcape. 


the Pollution of, and Puniſb ment due to Sin; 


and obtain Acceptance with the Almighty, 
viz, © Repentance towards God, Faith in IE- 


dvs CarisT, and, by the Aſſiſtance of his 


holy Spirit, a conſtant and conſiſtent Walking 
in the Paths of Virtue and Holineſs:“ For 
we are not fo ignorank as not to know, that 
his Will concerning us, is our Sanctification: 
And that we may not be led aſtray, nor be de- 
ceived by the grand Adverſary of our Soul's 
Happineſs, our merciful and benign Creator, 
knowing our Weakneſs and Inability to per- 
form any good Action, or to reſiſt the leaſt 
Temptation, by any Strength or Power of our 
own, without the Inſtruction, Aid and Aſliſt- 
ance of his Almighty Arm, has provided us a 
Leader and Conductor, who is mighty to ſave, 
and able to deliver to the Uttermoſt, all who 
come to him with full Faith in his Power. We 
muſt, as the blind Man did (who came to 
| CHR18T to have his E yes open'd) believe that 
he is able to do the ſame great Work for us in 
_ a ſpiritual Senſe, which he perform'd | ſor him 
in a natural; and alſo fay, with the Leper, 


Lord, if thou wilt, thou - canſi make me clean; 


and as-CurIsT's Office was alſo to open the 


Priſon Doors, and to let the Captives go free; 
| All yoy who may be in cruel Bondage, beld in 

Captivity by Sin and Satan, as it were, by 
Chains of groſs Darkneſs, if you are but wil- 
ling to- be releaſed from this Slavery, apply to 


'CaRisT, who is able to bind the ſtrong Mas: 


'S 


1 Wo, to- vr tape ys Goods, and to E him 
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out of your We Are you willing. to be 

free? CRAIS T our Lord proclaims a Tear of 
Jubilee, wherein he is ready and willing to let 
you free on eaſy Terms, vis. Love and O- 
bedience to his Will, whoſe Service is perfect 

Freedom; for if CagrsT make you free, then 

ſhall you be free indeed; when the Law of be 
the Spirit of Life in Canis Jesus hath''s. +3 
made you free from the Law of Sin and Death, MF 

and brought you into the glorious Liberty of. 1 
the Sons of God; glorious Priviledge indeed 2 
Behold the ſtupendous Love of the Father, and 
the Dignity he beſtows upon © thoſe that are 
led by his Spirit, that they ſhall be called 
“the Sons of God! and if Sons, then Heirs,” _ 
“ Joint Heirs with Cuz18T, Rom. viii. 14. 17. 
of the Kingdom he hath promiſed to them that * 
love and obey him. And permit me to afſure 
you, from my own happy Experience; (Which 
I would always mention with Humility and 
Reverence, never, I hope, forgetting, tha 
what I am, I am by the Grace of God) That 
* whoſoever looketh into this perfect Law or 
Liberty, and continueth therein, this Man A 
« ſhall be bleſſed in his Deed, 1/a. i. 25. For 
the Effect of Obedience to the royal Law of © 7 
God, is Quietneſs and Aſſurance foreyer ; whiels * 
will afford us a well-grounded Hope 'of A- 8 
ceptance with the Almighty, agreeable to tlie 
Apoſtle ; ; © Beloved, if our Hearts condemn ©» 

© us not, then have we Confidence towards 
God, 1 Joby i iii. 21, And the Reaſon he aſſignsçgsgs 
=_ © Becauſe we keep his Commandments 5, + + 
"3 0 ad This 1 is his Commandment, That we ſhould: ' 
Ns 1 8 "MN believe 
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believe 6n the Nai or Power of his Son 


© CHRIST Jrsus, ver. 23.” And you know 
that he was manifeſted to take away our Sins. 


But if any one ask, How ſhall I apply to 


Cunisr, or where ſhall 1 go to meet with Him; 
tince ſome ſay, Lo, here is CuRIS TH,; and others, 


Lo, he is there? Hear now where the Apoſtle 
a Paul directs all ſuch Enquirers; * Say not in thine 


t ; 


Heart, who ſhall aſcend into Heaven ? that 
is, to bring CHRIST down from above: Or 
who ſhall deſcend into the Deep? that is, to 
bring C unis T again from the Dead (for the 
Righteouſneſs, which is of Faith, ſpeaketh on 
this wiſe) The Word is nigh thee; even in 
thy Mouth, and in thine. Heart, that is the 
Word of Faith which we preach, Rom. x. 6, 

„8.“ And this is the Law and new Cove- 
nant the Prophet Jeremiah foretold God would 
make with his People, which in theſe latter 
Days, or Goſpel Diſpenſation, our great Legi- 
flator puts into the Hearts of Mankind, and 
writes in the moſt ſecret Receſſes of our Con- 
ſciences; inſtructing us more immediately in 
our Duty, and ſaying to the Unrighteous and 
Diſobedient, This is the Way, not that which 
thou art walking in, of Sin and Folly; but 
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this is the Way, the Way of Righteouſneſs, 
© Holineſs, and Obedience to all God's Com- 


© mands; for the Commandment is a Lamp, and 


© the Law is Light; and the Reproofs of In- 
1 ſtructions in the Way to Life, Prov. vi. 23. 
In this Way and Light the Righteous are care- 


ful to walk; © the. Law of his God being 
in his Heart (if ſtrictly * adhered to) 
22 "wy * None 


— r 
rr 


4h N "Lac 7 . Ex at. as A 
JT. „ Wy To” ys * P ? 
me R 


I 
V'S » 


. 10. oo © * 

; « none of his Steps ſhall ſlide, 5 xxxvil! 
31. To the Truth 111 Extention of this Light; 
or Grace of CHRIST's Holy Spirit, in our 
Hearts; this more ſure Word of Prophecy; 
the Apoſtle Paul bears ample Teſtimony, 4 1 
have elſewhere noted, in theſe Words; The 
Grace of God, that brings Salvation, hath ap- 
peared to all Men, teaching us that denyin 4 
Ungodlineſs, and the World's Luſts, we ſhoul 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this 
preſent World, Titus ii. 11, 12. With this Teſti⸗ 
mony of the Light the Liturgy of the urch 
of England concurs. *God, who at this Time 
diaſl teach the Hearts of 2 faithful Heopie, by 
ſenaing to them the Light of thy Holy Spirit; 
grant us, by the 7 ame Spirit, to habe a 
right Judgment in all Things; and. evermore to 
rejoice in his holy Comfort. And in the Litany; 
+ May it pleaſe thee to endue us with the Grace 
of the Holy Spirit: Let us beſeech God to grant us 
true Repentance, and his 15 Spirit, that thaſe 
Things may pleaſe him that we tg at preſent, and 
that the reſt of our Lives riltly be pure and holy: 
** Foraſmuch, O God, as without thee we are not 
able to pleaſe thee, grant that thy Holy Spirit 
may, in 40 Things, rule our Hearts; and becauſe 
of the Weakneſs of our mortal Nature, we can > 
10 good Thing . without thee, grant us the Half < HE” F 
thy Grace, that, in keeping thy Command mu 
de May pleaſe thee, both in Will and in Deed.; 8 

Therefore as the 115 Dicourſes and Prayers of... "8 
8 others | 
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ty of Chriſtians being led and guided, and in- 
3 fuenced by the Spirit or Grace of God; which 
==” we ſometimes expreſs by the Scripture and ſig 
nificant Metaphor, of Light. Why ſhould this 
Doctrine, or Theſe T erms, be A and ri- 
diculed as Abſurdities in our Words or Wri- 
tings: ſince we underſtand and uſe them in the 
be Senſe and Acceptation, and pray for the 
Illumination and Aid of the Holy Spirit, for 
* the ſame good Purpoſe, viz. To give us a right 
Judgment in all Things. And we know that 
the Son of God is come, and hath given us an 
. Underſtanding. We know that he is come by 
tze Gift of his Holy Spirit ſent into our Hearts; 
= * - which ſbews us all that we to, or ever have done 
— This is he © 0 Truth, whom the Prophets 
2 imitive Chriſtians bore Teſtimony to; By 
art-ſearching Power, we know him ; nor 
- we miſtake him for another 8 And as he thus 
knows the Se _ all Hearts, and will Judge 
them wie I Judgment, in the Day God 
. bas. nora Fil the only Way for us to be 
happy here, as well as hereafter, is to obey the 
ba of this moſt holy Gift; and refrain from 
ry Thing it reproves ſur; and We, as well 
4. "thoſs i the Apoſile's Time, ſhall eel the 
= 7 eee God to 0 our Hearts and Minds. 


in Holy Gift therefore is the Power of Godli- 
nue, which the Apoſtle foreſaw ſome would deny, 
1h they retain'd the Form of it : To deny. there- 
fare this Influence, is to deny one of the genial 
| Benefits of CHRIST Death and Mediation; 

* Sd be . Fae N that is, off 
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Power of Hell, Death and the Grave, aſcended 
on high, and mediated and obtained theſe. 
drvine Gifts for Men; and as the Grave could 
not hold Captius the Body of this holy One, ſo x 
neither can the Heaven of Heavens contain or 
limit his ſpiritual Influence ; by which his Mini= 
fters and Seruants recerve Power, Knowledge and * 
Wiſdom. Men may, with as good a Grate, & | 
lit 


* 


about to deny the Influence of th dun by its Dy 


poor, proud, finite Man, becauſe eannot cone 
hend the Mode and Manner of i, would as 
„ x ET as injuriouſly (to iran deny it. 


Whereas he can't ſo much as underſtand or com- 
prehend the Manner of the natural Sun's emitt1 
its Rays of Light and Heat, tho he daily ſees 
and feels the Neceſſity and Benefit of them: 
Flow much more fiupenduou/ly ſublime, and incum- 
Prehenſible is the Diffuſion of the Huy Spirit ! 
tis ſufficient for us finite Creatures, to feet the 
 Effefts of it, as we do of the Sun, without com- 1 
prebending the Manner of its Emanation. Af tb 
| parwerful Qperation and Motions af God's Spirit, 1 
 quiekening the Fleart towards Cod, are compared 
| to the blowing of the Mind: for as it is by the 
Wind, Man perceives the Effect of it, that there 
ic ſuch a Thing, and that it does blow; yet his 
Power cannot reſtrain it; neither can his Reaſon _ 
reach to know, whence, it riſes, or how far it 
comes, or how far it reaches. However, it is fit 
/ e be obſerved, that God do?s not att by a coera 
„ | £fve or compulſive Power ; but as he has given 
f Men 8 Gifts, ſo he has given them ſpiri- 
- = ial Faculties to uſe them, as well" ar natural: 
*: Q 2 Ques\ 
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1 Dir, But if Men will not bear, the Conſcquence 
2 naturally follows, as in auy other Cale, God 
= -Femaning invariably the ſame, and without the 
 #eaſt Sbadot of turning, I ſhall now produce 
.another Teſtimony to the Truth of the Opera- 
tion of God's Spirit in Man, which the Arch- 
- Hiſhop of Gambray gives us in the following 
| Words; Hy Scripture tis certain that the Sirit 
of G Aus in us; that it acts there, that it 
Pras there t6 anal, that it groans there," de- 
tees there; tat it asheth. for us, ud u know 
wut how to or for. aurſelvas; ; that it excites us, 
guimates us, ſpeaks to us in Silence, ſuggeſts all 
 druthtous, and unites us to itſelf, that we ber 
come ane Spirit with God : This is what Scripture 
teacheth ; this is what the Doctors who are far. 
theft off of inward Life, cannot but acknowledge; 
And yet, notwithſtanding their Principies, we al- 
ways ſee by thar Practice, that ih ſuppoſe the 
out ard written Law, or, at moſt, a Light draus 
from Scripture and 2 on, to be what cnlightens 
us inwaraly ; and that it is not our Reaſon afters 
3 wards which atts of itſelf by that luſtructian. 
. Theſe Mn ſet not enough by the inward Teachers 
the. Holy Spirit, who does all in us; be is the 
Sul of our Souls; we cannot frame a Thought, or 
create .a Deſire, but through him. Alas! how 
Seat is our Blindneſs ! We make account as Fon WE 
were by, ourſelves in this inward SantFuary ; 
an the contrary, God is there more nearly 5 6 
ourſebues are. Perbaps you will ſay io ne, What: 
"98 f en, are we all inſpired? Tes, without Doubt; 
1 Kon not 4s rh Pro poets and 72 Were. Nl 
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m can neither believe, will, nor do any Go 
We are therefore always inſpired; but we ſtifle 
. this Inſpiration continually. God ceaſes not to 
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ſpeak; but the Noiſe and Hurry of Things with» 


out, and our Paſſions within, deafen us, and hin- 


der us from hearing Him. We muſt filence every . 
Creature, and our ſelves too, to hear in a profound 
Srillusſs of Soul, the inexpreſſible Voice of Chriſt, 
the Bridegroom of aur Souls, We mult liſten dili- 
gently ; for tis a very ſtill and ſiſ Foice, which 
11 not tu be heard, but by ſuch ds farben to no- 
thing elſe, O how ſeldom is the Su ſilent enough 
to let God ſpeak! The leaſt whiſper of our vain 
Deſires, or of Self-lwve, attentive on Self, conn 
founds all the Words of the Spirit of God, We : 
hear plainly what he ſpeaks, and that he asks for 
ſamething; but we don't percerve what it is; and 
very often de are contented not to underſiand it. 
The leaſt Reſerve, the leaſt Regard for Self, tha © 


Heat Fear of underſtanding too plainly, that God 


asks for more than we care to give Him, diſturbs. 


this mwarg Voice. Shall we wonder then that 


' feornful Lang 
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{ord duinbin, would be but anumpty Sund. II 


ſo mam, eben pious Perſons, but full of a. 
muſings Thowhts, vain Deſires, worldly Wiſdom, 
and Confidence - in their own Virtues, can't hear 
it; but take this imward Voice ta be a Chimera 
of Fanaticks Alas, what do they mean by ſuch 


wage ꝗ To what Purpoſe would the. 
outward He tons of Teachers be, and even 
of - the Scriptitzes themſelves, if it were not for _ 
the imward-Vare- of the Holy = aged which gives 
the other all. its Efficacy. The outward ' Words 
of the Gaſpel utſelf, without this living, efficacious + 
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Dunes: But if Men will not hear, the Conſequenee 
244 naturally follows, as in any other Caſe, God 
remaining invariably the ſame, and without the 
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west Shadow of turning. L ſhall now produce 
another Teſtimony to the Truth of the Opera- 

tion of God's Spirit in Man, which the Arch- 

biſhop of Gambray gives us in the following 

Words; y Scripture tis certain that the Spirit 

God duelle in us; that it acts there, that it 

prays there f aually, that it groans there," der 

fires there; that it asbeth for us, what*we know 
nut hot to as for ourſelvas; that it excites us, 

- g@nimates us, ſpeaks to us in Silence, ſuggeſts all 
- druthto us, and unites us to itſelf, that awe bee 
comè one Spirit with God: This is what Scripture 

teachath ; this is what the Doctors who are far, 

theft off of inward Life, cannot but acknowledge ; 
Aud yet, notwithſtanding their Principles, we al- 

_ ways ſee by their Practice, that they ſuppoſe the 
outward written Law, or, at moſt, a Light draus 
from Scripture and Reaſon, to be what enlightens 
us inwaraly; and that it is not our Reaſon afters 
wards which acts of itſelf by that luſtruction. 


= Theſe Men ſet not enough by the inward Teacher; 


the. Huy Spirit, who does all in us; be ig the 


| . Sul of our Souls; we cannot frame a Thought, or 


create a Deſire, but through him. Alas! how 
 great.is our Blindneſs ! We make account as if-we 
Were by ourſelves in this inward Santtuary; but, 
an the contrary, God is there more nearly than wwe 
ourſclves are. Perhaps you will ſay to ne, What: 
hen, are we all iuſpired? Tes, without Daubt; 


; 5 Fu not as ths Prophets. and Apoſiles dere. Huh. 


eG 


HH 


. 7 
i . = * 
5 2 wy of | 
* 4 { * o 
7, A, * 
* 4 FE H * — * 
* \ Fo * 2 


out the Actual Inſ(piration of the Spirit of Gra 


. 


4 5 4 = 
7 74 7 * 
A 
7 7 1 
+ 4 
" 


4 „„ &# FR 
e can neither believe, will, nor do any Good. 
We are therefore abways inſpired ; but we ſtifle 
- this Inſpiration continually. God ceaſes not to 
ſpeak; but the Noiſe and Hurry of Things with» _ 
out, and our 2 within, deafen us, and hin- 
der us from hearing Him. We muſt ſilence every | 
 Greatare, and ourſelves too, to hear in a profound 
Stillusſs of Soul, the inexpreſſible Voice of Chriſt, 
the Bridegroom of aur Souls, We muſt liſten dilt+ 
gently ; for tis a very ſtill andfoff#/vice, which 
7s not tu he heard, but hy ſuch ds earken to no- 
thing elſe, O hot ſeldom is the Soul ſilent! enough 
to let God ſpeak! The leaſt whiſper of our vain 
Deſires, or of Self-lwve, attentive on Self, conn 
founds all the Words of the Spirit of God, lu 
hear plainly what he ſpeaks, and that he asks for 
ſamething; but we don't perceius what it is; and 
very often ue are contented not to underſtand it. 
The leaſt Reſerve, the leaſt Regard for Self, tha | 
Beaſt Fear of underſtanding too plainly, that God 
asks for more than we care to give Him, diſturbs 
this mward Voice. Shall we wonder then that 
ſo many, eben pious Perſons, but full of a. 
muſings Thowhts, vain Deſires, worldly Wiſdom, 
and Confidence in their own Virtues, can hear 
it; but take this inward Voice ta be a Chimers © 
of Fanaticks ! Alas, what do they mean by ſuch * 
ſcornfu Langunge Jo what Purpoſe would the 
_ outward Expreſſions of Teachers be, and even 
of - the Scriptltzes themſelves, if it were: not for 
the inward» I His ef the Holy JE. which grues © 
the other all. its Efficacy. The outward Words 
ofthe Goſpel itſelf; without this living, efficacious + 
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. 
TY 
et 


% 
1 
4 
* 
CE 


- a 
Ws, * 


. 3 
. 
* 
13 
* 
£ : 
ll 
1 
2? e * 
2 & 
x wo 4 
j 2 
= } 
4 
*# 
AY 
g * 
3 22 75 
= = * 
He "8.3 
_—- ö ' 
— F4 
= 


SIP” . 
3 


5 


* productive of 2 much Virtue, a TY great 


| 


28 110 K* 
«the Letter ad hileth, but the . . Life. 
O eternal and All-powerful Ward of the Father 


dis thou who ſpeakeſt in the very Bottom of our 
Souls. The Words that proceeded out of the 
| Mouth of our Saviour, when upon Earth, had nit 


Fruits, but becauſe they were animate this 
Word of Life, which is the Ward reve This 
made Peter ſay, Lord, to whom ſhall we go? 


"M4 haſt the Words of eternal Life! There: 


be it. is not the exterior Law or Rule of the 
Goſpel, which Gad lets us ſes by the Light of Rea- 
fon and Scripture ; "tis his Spirit that ſpeaks, that 


the Spirit that worketh in us, both to will and ta 
aa what is good; as tis our Soul that animates 
our Body, and regulates its Motions : *Tis certain 
therefore that we are all inſpir'd, continually ; 
kbar we live not the Life of Grace, but in Pro- 

rtzon as we partake of this inward Inſpiration, 

Theſe Toſtions and Principles being laid, it muſt 
2 acknowledged, that God ſpeaks continually in 
mn H ſpeaks in harden d and impenitent Sinners; 


41 they being ſtunn d, as it were, by the Noiſe of 


the World, and their Paſſions, cannot hear his 
Voice; tis to them a Tale or Fiftion : He ſpeaks 
in penitent Sinmers, they feel a Remorſe of Gou- 
ſeience, and that 2 is the Voice of God, 
-which reproaches them angel for their Sins * 

ben theſe Sinners are effettually reached and 
ſmitten, they find no Difficulty in underſlanding 
+ this ſecret Voice; for tis that which ſmites them 
ſparply; tis in them the Two-edged Sword 
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| 
which gently ſmites them in the very Secret 


- 


their Heart; and the Hart is tendered and 
broken , and that is true Contrition : God ſpeaks | 1 
in enlightened and learned Per ſons, whoſe Lives _ 


[ 


are to * exact and regular; but com- 


and Spirit. God makes himſelf. 10 be felt; 
faſted, and obeyed They hear this ſoft , 
4 


* 7 1 
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monly theſe Perſons being full of themſebves, 


hearken too much to themſelves, to hear God; 
they reaſon upon every Thing, and do all- 


| Rules and Principles of humats "Wiſdom and 
' Prudeute; which would be much better done thro” 


Simplicity, and a Dacility to the Teaching of God's 
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Spirit + Such as ws Nr oe to have more Goods = 


neſs than others; they have, in a good De- 
gree; but then it is a mixed Gooaneſs; they 


are great and big in themſelves, and values 


th:mſeFves in Proportion to their Capacity and 


| Reaſon ; they are always ſwayd by their own 
Counſel, and ſirong in their own Hes and O. 

pinon. O my God, I thank thee with Je&uS _ 
CHRIST, that thou hideſt theſe Secrets from tis 
Wiſe and Prudemt in their own Eyes, but r, 
vealefl them with Pleaſure to weak and hum", © 
ble Souls ! *Tis only Children thou art familiar =. 
with ; Children in Malice, and every other Vie; © © ©: 


but behaveſt towards others in their own Way : 
They will have Knowledge, and other ſplendid 
Virtues ; thou giveſt them ſbining Parts, and 


makeſt them a ſort of Heroes; but this is u 
the beſt Portion; there is ſome thing more hidden 
for thy dear Children; they lean, as John #he 

"beloved Diſciple did, upon thy Boſom. If theſe: 
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Arguments, drawn from a ſenſible Experience ©»: 
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thoſe who think to have ctemal 

phaſes; yet will not come to CHRIST, that 
ay have Life; he would do well to ex- 

amine and ſee, if he is not in the State the 


11 2. "= 
je Feeling « of God 8. 
convince not the Reader; if he 


be not one of 


they 


Author himſelf once was in; ſeeking for God 
without, and never think to find him within, 
I tried, ſays he, ty collecting in my. Mind all 


the de Works of Nature, to frame an 


Idea of ty Grandeur; 1 ſought "thee among thy 
. Greatures, and did not - think of finding Thee in 
n own Hart; where thou art never abſent. 


Conſider theſe Things, my Soul, and ſbut the Door 


of thy ſenſual Deſires, that thou mayſt hear what 


F BY » God the Lord ſpeaks; and with the Prophet 


Samuel ſav, Speak, Lord, for thy Servant 
heareth. Let — Moſes, nor any. of the Pro- 


Pbete, (peak; bur do Thou rather ſpeak, O Lord 


God, the Inſpir er and Enlightener of all the Pra- 

ou, alone, . e them, canſt per- 
. inſtruct me; but they, wit bout 7. hee, can 
Profit nothing. They ſaund forth Words, bit can- 
"at grove Spirit; they ſpeak well, but if Thou be 
ſem, they inflame not the Feart : they teach the 
Fetter, but Thou ſt the Senſe ; they bring 
_ forth Myfteries, but Thou unlockeſt the Meaning 
f them; they declare Thy Commandments, Thou 
helpeſt us to fulfil them; they 2 the Way, 
Thou giveſt Strength to walk in ; they alt 
' outwardly upon us, but Thou enli — aud in- 
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ſtructs the Heart ; they water, Thom gi veſt 1 


TP Increaſe ; they Ririke the Ear with / rd, 
dee ha the Hart. 6.1. Fc: 7 6 
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Thus, my dear Fellow-mortals, 1 would 
| hope by this Time you are all ſenſible that you 
have a Portion of Grace or Light, which has 
manifeſted Sin and Folly to you ſometimes in 
the Cool of the Day, when you have been a 
little ſequeſter'd from your Diverſions ; liſten” 
then, I beſeech you, to its Voice; it will ſpeak, 
as I ſaid before, as never Man did; it will tell 
you all you have done, and continue to reprove 
when you do amiſs. © This is the Voice of that 
Prophet which Moſes told the Children of 41 
Iſrael would be raiſed up amongft them; K 43 
© Prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up 3 
* unto you, of your Brethren like unto me, 
© him ſhall you hear in all Things. And whor 
ſoever will not hear this Prophet, he ſhall be 
cut off from among the People, Acts iii. 22 
Hearken, I beſeech you, to his Voice; receif® A& 
him in his ſpiritual Appearance; kiſs the Sonn 
While he offers his Grace, leſt he be angry, and 3 
cut you off in the great Sin of Unbelief, in his 
Power to cleanſe you from all Unrighteouſneſs. = 
I don't purpoſe to particularize or conſider 
ſingly every Sin the corrupt Nature of Man is 
liable to; yet as there have ſeveral Iniquities 
occurred to me which I have noticed, ſo 1 
ſhall, as it now preſents to my Underſtanding, 
make a brief Obferyation on that black and 
cruel One, of DetraQtion, eſpecially as I have 
often obſerved how many fall into this Miſchief 
inconſiderately, without thinking it of fo cruel © - * 
and evil a Nature as it really is, this noxious 
Weed being the Product of moſt Countrics, 1 
can't forbear putting you in Remembrance how y 
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3 ff many able Pens have been employed, do emdi⸗ 
|, Cate it, by Reaſons and Arguments, ſufficient 
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abunda tly to convince us of its hurtful Nature, 
and give us a juſt Abhorrence of it; as an In- 
jury done to our Neighbour ſeldom fails to re- 
coil upon our ſelves at one Time or other; for 
he that diggeth a Pit ſhall fall into it, and he 
that rolleth a Stone, it ſhall return upon him. 
And as J have noted, this Vice has been expoſed 
to the World long ago, in its hidęous Forms 
and cruel Conſequences, I don't here pretume 
to think myſelf capable of painting it in more 
gloomy and diſagrecable Shapes than others 
have done. What I would remark is, That 
it is to be feared many don't peruſe carefully 
the Scriptures, and other Books, on the Sub- 
ject of Moral, as well as Chriſtian Yirtues ; or 
at leaſt do not ſufficiently confider them; for 
did we but. rightly and juſtly reflect on this 
Precept of CHRIS 's, Thou ſbalt love thy Neigh- 
our as thyſelf, One would think it might be 
ſufficient to prevent the Mouth of Envy, Ma- 
lice, Infamy and Detraction, from ever being 


- Þ-open'd; and were there but Room for this Re- 


flection in any Interval of ſuch Converſation, 
"how wou'd - it filence all Uncharitableneſs ! 
CHRIST mentions our Love to God in the firſt 
Place, and in the ſuperlative Degree; and in 
the next, Love (or Charity) 0 our Nerghbour, 
'as the two (moſt material) Commandments (or 
Points) on which depends the Law and the Pro- 
Phet. And he has left us this Injunction, 

which is flite1 the golden Rule, and ought to 
be an inyiolable One, © Whatfoeyer ye would 
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that Men ſbould do unto you, do you even 
the ſame to them.“ And on another Occaſion 
he adds, A new Commandment I give unto 
you, that ye love one another.” And the Apoſtle 

Haul recommends to the Romans the accompliſh= 
ing this Commandment in theſe Words Owe 
no Man any Thing, but to loye one another; 
Love Vote no II to his N eighbour; therefore 
Love is the fulfilling of the Law.“ And after 
enumerating the Laws of the ſecond Table, he 
ſubjoins, © If there be any other Command- 
ment, it is briefly comprehended in this, Thou 
ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf.” But 
if ye bite and devour one another, take heed 
that ye be not conſumed one of another.” The 
Apoſtle James tells the Believers, if they ful- 
le the royal Law according to the Scripture, 
& Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf, 
ye do well.” And the Apoſtle Paul, giving 
the Romans and Galatians a Catalogue of the 
Fruits or Sins of the Fleſh, among others he 
mentions * Backbiting, Envy, Whiſpering, 
* Malice, Emulation, Sc.“ And he exhorts the 
- Epheſians to put away © all Bitterneſs, Wrath, 

now and Evil-ſpeaking, with all Malice 

and be ye kind to one another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another, as God for CHRI ss 
Sake hath forgiven you.” And the Apoſtle 
Peter, dehorting Chriſtians from the Breach of 
Charity, ſpeaks after this Manner; Where- 
fore laying aſide all Malice, Guile, "Hypocriſy; 
Envy, and all Evil-ſpeaking, by which you 
_ vill become as new born Babes (innocent and 

p e) fitted to recive (or deſire) the ſincere Milk 
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e the Word, that ye may grow thereby. bo 

nd next let us obſerve, how that St. Paul 
exalts this Love to God, and Charity (or Love) 
to our Neighbour, above all other Gifts and 
Virtues: * Tho' I fpeak with the Tongue of 
Men or Angels, and have not Charity, I am 
become as ſounding Braſs, or a tinkling Cym- 
bal. Tho' I have the Gift of Prophecy, and 
underſtand all Myſteries and Knowledge tho 
J have Faith, ſo as to remove Mountains, and 
have not Charity, I am nothing. And tho' I 
beſtow all my Goods to feed the Poor, and tho? 
I give my Body to be burned, and have not 
Charity (f 1 dont give and ſuffer from this 


q E: Principal of Love to God and my Neighbour) 


it 2 me nothing. Charity or Love ſuſ- 
fereth long, and is kind; Charity envieth not 
(the Happineſs of another) Charity vaunteth 
not itſelf, is not puffed up, doth not behave 

itſelf unſcemly, 8 eketh not her own (Honour 
or Reputation) is not caſily provoked, thinketh 
no Evil, rejoiceth not in Iniquity, but re- 
joiceth in the Truth. or (When any act agreea- 
bie to the Goſpel of CRIs H) beareth all Things, 
believeth all Things, (all the Good it hears, or 
can have any charitable Grounds to think of 
Others) hopeth all Things (that if our. Neigh- 
bour is 251 he may mend) endureth all Things 
(patiently) as all Things work together for 
Good to them that love God. This Charity 
never faileth ; but whether there be Prophecies. 
they ſhall fail; whether there be Tongues they 
hall ceaſe; whether there be Knowledge it 

| mo A away. * now abideth e 


Hope and Charity, but the greateſt of theſe * 

Charity,“ as it will continue when Faith - 
end in Viſion, and Hope in Enjoyment. And 
now permit me to recommend to you a ſerious 
Perutal of theſe, as well as other Paſſages of 
the Holy Records, which were written for 
pur Learning and Inſtruction: And amongſt 
many which I might mention, who has wrote 
againſt the Sin of Detraction, there is one in 
the Collection called The Lady's Library, worth 
peruſing, as the Arguments ſeem founded on 
Chriſtian Principles and Doctrines, and the Rea- 
ſoning obvious and convincing. But ſuffer me 
now, without Offence, to mention a Thought 
I bhavewften had, when I have been reflecting 
on this Fault in both Sexes. As I endeavour 
to cheriſh a more charitable Opinion of Man- 
kind, than to think any Perſon can delight in 
Evil ſimply as Evil; and I would fain hope 
few are of 1o cruel a Diſpoſition, as to receive 
a Pleaſure in hearing the Errors and Miſcarriages 
of their Neighbours related. And if any be 
guilty. of the ſame Fault, or any other, our 
Brother may be charged with, the Company 
of others in Evil, will by no Means extenuate 
our Crime, or render ſuch leſs culpable in the 
Sight of God, or leſs odious to good Men © But, 
on the contrary (if. I may be allow'd the Ex- 
preſſion) the Confederacy againſt Heaven is 
the more ſtrengthen d by the Number of its 
Enemies; yet 'tho' they join Hand in Hand, 


they ſhall not go unpuniſhed : However, I have 


put the Conduct of People of this Character on 
A more charitable and * Bottom; for 1 
3 ig | have 
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* 
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yet fincerely repented and amended their Ways, 
have need of Repentance and Forgiveneſs. 
But if any commit an Evil, how are Chriſtians 
do act in ſuch a Circumſtance? Are we to ex- 


8 118 1 


3 g ba ** confider's, that theſe ſort of Converſa⸗ 
tons, or rather Conſpiracies, againſt our Neigh- 


bour's Fame, proceed from a Defe& of that 
folid Nouriſhment the Author I have before 
cited ſeems to recommend. And I have ſome- 
rimes a i that it is our Ignorance of other 


Matters, ànd better Subjects, which occaſions -. 


our Neighbour's Conduck to be ſo frequently 
the Topick of our Converſations : ; but I wou'd 
not be here underſtood to call in queſtion the 
Capacities of either Sex, and wou'd'only defire 
the Liberty of giving a Caution againſt the 


Miſapplication of your Talent or Talents, 


This appears to me to be the Fault, People's 
employing their Faculties ſo much, 'Ln6t only 


on vain, and trifling Subjects, but frequently 


on pernicious and hurtful Things, ſo that they 
have no Room nor Leiſure to attend to more 


uſeful and important Subjects; and as I have 
faid, that tho' we may not be chargeable with 


the ſame Fault our Neighbours may be guilty 
of, yet the Apoſtle Tau tells us, All Man- 


| Kind have ſinned, and fallen ſhort of the Fa- 


vour of God; and therefore all who have not 


fe, blacken and defame our Brother, or to re- 


Joice in his Miſcarriage ? No ſurely; the Goſpel 


of CHRIST and his Miniſters teach other Thing 8. 


HBrethren, if any be overtaken. Aich a 
Fault, you that are ſpiritual (endeavour ©) | 
85 him;“ How? ? In the Spirit of 99 


) 
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: neſs; conſidering, leaſt thou + A be „ 4 
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tempted,” let his Miſcarriage excite our Con 
paſhon towards him, and Caution towards our- 
ſelves; and bear ye one another's Burthen's, 
and fo fulfil the law of Chriſt, Thou ſhalt 


I loye thy Neighbour as thyſelt ; „ and when- 
ever we call in Queſtion our Neighbour- s Con- 


duct, let us remember we are firſt to be ſpi- 
ritual ourſelyes, walking in all God's Com- 
mandments blameleſs : And agreeable to the 
Doctrines and Principles of Chriſt, let us firſt 
pull the Beam out of our own Eye, and then 
ſhall we ſee clearly to take the Mote from our 
Brother's. And when we are converted then 
ſhall we be fitted to ſtrengthen our Brethren : 
Thus the royal Pfalmiſt petitions the Almighty, 
« Create in me a clean heart O God, and renew 
a right Spirit within me: Then will 1 teach 
Tranſgreſſors thy ways, and Sinners ſhall be 
converted to Thee,” 

T ſhall now mention another particular Evil, 
not only as I find it greatly blam'd by others, 
but as it has often been Subje& of Concern to 
me when I have obſery'd this unnatural Con- 


duct, which relates only to the Female Part of 


the World, ſo juſtly chargeable on them: 
But which I would charitably hope they have 


not yet many of them ſeen, or at leaſt reflect- 


ed on the great Miſchief it produces, both to 


themſelves, and their Offspring. The Fault 1 
mean, is Neglect of Duty, and natural Obliga- 
tion to our, helpleſs Infants, which is ſo obvi- 


dus at their firſt Appearance in Life, when we de- 


bye them i that ] Nouriſhment N ature has proyided 
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them, and by framing ſome inſignificant 


Beale, forſake and leave them to others. 


This inhumane Treatment of our tender little 
Ones, I can't help thinking has its Foundation 
in Pride. Natural Affection to our Offspring 
ſcems blended with our very Conſtitution; and 
it appears to me we muſt uſe uncommon Vio- 
lence to ſeparate it from our Make. But be- 


Hold the Effects of Pride! what Miſchief is 


there that it is not productive of! Even a few 
Weeks after our tender Babe beholds the Light, 


| left it ſhould occaſion us ſome extraordinary 


Trouble and Care, or prevent ſome little Deli- 
eacy in our Shape or Dreſs, or detain us from 
making unedifying and impertinent Viſits, 9c. 
we confign the poor Innocent into. the Hands 
of 4 Stranger, to be foſter'd by Women, oſten- 
times, of ſavage Tempers, and vile Affections, 
which ſome are of Opinion the Infant imbibes 
with its Milk ; tho' I can't conceive this, as I 
apprehend we are not Sinners by Conſtitution, 


but Corruption. However, it is manifeſt, and 


often happens, that the Child imbibes an un- 


whoteſome Conſtitution from its Nurſe: And, 
tis the Opinion of ſome, that the Death of 
many an Infant (in other Places at leaſt) may 
be chargeable on their Parents, on this Score; 
as alſo when the Nurſe proves careleſs and neg- 
ligent in her Office; and that this has been 
frequently the Caſe, few will deny: Fot how 
can we reaſonably expect that a Stranger ſhou'd 
take that due and tender Care, and faithfully diſs 
charge ſo troubleſome an Office, which a Parent, 


ſuppos d to have a natural Engagement for wed 8 
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"4 Herd 1, avon; a Paronth © 
| Menden my with Aftoniſhment' at the Pas + 
rent; and Compaſſion'towards the Child; When 
1 have beheld the delicate Mother ſit ug- > 2H 
concer'd” and unrelenting, at the Vine her 
little Offspring has been uttering its tender 
Complaints, and, a it were, petitioning the 
obdurate Neat with its lirtle eloquence g 
Tears for its o Support, provided by Nature, | 
without” ber One or Trouble. Dr: „ 
ſome Obſervations on Things-natiralji to e. 
plaici and illuſtrate his Subject, has theſe Words; WY 
Tis natural; ſays be, for a Woman to ſackle © 
© Her Infant; becauſe Nature has furniſh'd her ' 
* with proper and ſuitable Means of Nourin- 
ment for that Pu - But had that Au -t 
thof lived till this Day, l had poſſibly been 
told Natute had changed her Orderpmand ge- Y 
nerally with-held and deny d the common Means. 
It has offert been Subject of Reflection to m; 
when I have obſerved that Women pretend 
they are ſo univerſally diſabled, that they are 
incapable ofitaking* upon them 'this tender Of- _— 
fice, and diſcharging the natural Obligation -,. 
Suckling their Children The general Plez id - 
want bf Milk, or Tenderneſs of Conſtitution, W 
which renders them unfit to take upon tbem 
ſo troubleſome an Office: But as often as L haye 
obſerved; examin d, and traced ſuch Pretences |} 
and Excuſts for his Crüelty, I have found 
(except in ſome few Inſtances) they abſolutex 
Fbenter in Pride and Self- lover But I only pro- 
2x 4 "this hort zemark, to remind ſome; — oi 
N . i: voy _ 
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© Has been juſtly condenin'd: by Arch-biſhop 774. 
. #dtſon, to whoſe Diſcourſes} on the Education 
of Children, I would refer you. However, 
he (as well as others) does not propoſe Impoſſi- 
3 bilities to any; on the contrary, he goes far in 
1 admitting real and reafonable Pleas and Excuſes; 
Ke but where none of theſe appear, he is of Opi- 
nion, tis every Woman's indiſpenſible Obliga- 
tion to nouriſh her Infant at her own Breaſt. 
His Arguments are bro't from Nature, Scrip- 
ture and Reaſon; and I heartily wiſt every 
Parent, in this Circumſtance,/ and of this Cha- 
jacter, may peruſe them impattially and can- 
didly; and that they may have the good Ef- 
fect of reſtoring that natural Affection and 
T enderneſs, in the Female Part of the World, 
which has been ſo long loſt. And before I con- 
clude this Obſervation, I ſhall tranfcribe a Paſ- 
fage from a Pamphlet lately printed in London, 
entitled, Britain Remembrancer ; wherein the 
Author (whom I have heard is 4 N obleman) 
propoſes a Method for improving the preſent 
unhappy Situation of the Nation atid Kingdom 
of Great-Britain ; and ſhews that the Calami- 
ties they are involved i in, are the Effects of the 
Vuͤ/cces and Irreligion- which prevail among the 
* Inhabitants. ; againſt whom he brings a gene- 
ral Charge: And then in a particular Addreſs 
to the Women, he takes the Liberty of telling 
them, That no ſmall Share of the national 
þ is chargeable on their Account; as, ſays 
% You have given up yourſelves to Flea- 5 
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& to the & not only of all that is ſpiris 
e tual and ſacred, but allo 
Cares which are your proper Province. The 
una voidable Effect of a conſtant Purſuit of 
theſe publick Diverſions, muſt be intirely to 
« peryert your Minds from what is the only 
natural Sphere of Womankind, and what 
Le they were originally intendgd for, by the 
Ordination of Heaven; who form'd you for 
the plain and homely, but necefſary and en- 
** dearing Characters, of a Wite and a Mother; 
and that all the various Ornaments, of Pride 
« which fill a Woman's fantaſtick Brain, and 
disfigure the native Beauties of her Perſon ; 
and all the giddy Hours ſhe paſſes in a 
Round of guilty Follies, falſely called Plea» 
4 ſtire and Diverſion, tend to make her more 
*,unfit- for what Nature deſign'd her. And 
*©, Whenever you aim at any thing elſe, than to 
Abe dutiful Daughters, loving Wives, tender 
Mothers, prudent Miſtreſſes of Families, 
“faithful Friends, and pious Chriſtians, you 
aim at ſomething quite out of Nature, and 
© beſide the Intention of Heayen in making 
you rational Creatures, Will Vauxhall im- 
prove you in Oeconomy and Frugality ? 
Or KNanuclagbs in the domeſtick Arts that 
© make Families happy? Will the bombaſtick 
* Rant of the Play-houſe furniſh you with 
+© Maxims of Prudence? Or its obſcene Ribal- 
* dry ſtore your Minds with the Graces of 
_ *#* Modeſty and Virtue ? How long muſt you 
3 Fe away to the ſoft Strains of Muſick, or 
udy. theatrical Excellencies of Stages 
o perde 
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Ky Ag b you wilt bet Com 
e panions: 10 len of Senſe ? "How — oft 
you practice curling the Hair fluttering your 
Fans, and "overloading; your Perſons With 
_ © falſe Ornaments, - before your Converſation 
% will be ever new, and ever entertaining to a 
2 Husband of Knowledge and: Worth.“ This, 
and much more to the ſame Effet, ſays that 
noble Author, to whom I refer you; ant 
Mall only add what he propoſes in general 45 
the beſt Expedient to impiove the preſent 
Juncture of Affairs, vi. „ That every Indi- 
” vidual» endeavour to reform One.“ 
I have ſometimes had a Concern on my Mind 
to recommend to your. Conſideration, the Juſ- 
tice and Duty you. owe«to your Children in 
another Refpedt beſide that I have mentioned, 
| D S. The. Obligation every Farent is under to 
=” manifeſt an eſ pecial Regard for the future Hap- 
= puincls of the Souls of — Children, by wh 
= ligious Carg in their Education: But I Have been 
=. diſconrged from offering my Sentiments of 
tis Subject, when E 50 the little Care 
and Regard, tao many Parents have ſor their 
oon Souls, whole ſuture Weli-being appears to 
de much diſregarded oy: mary e 
_ ae. * 
I adentt purpoſe to foy 5 this Sabject; 
Re yet think proper to offer-a few things to your 
Conſideration, which tho' they may perhaps 
appear trifling to ſome at firſt Sight, yet I have 
ſometimes thought them of — equence, \N, 
than T apprehend many others do. That Bros 
. the ficſt Principles of, Faun (2s Wend as 8 


A 9 4 725 15 1 
in other Caſes) are 3 ee is. 
—2 Maxim; fon if we ſet out w. ith. 
Wrong Means to obtain a deſired End; we have 
not youly loft our Time, but with great Difficul- 
ty and Labour muſt unlearn our firſt Rules and 
Leſſons. Upon reflecting on the Appearances 
. of Anger and r which we find fo 
cCearly and. ſo often glow in the little tender 
Breaſts of Infants, and the early Pröpenſities 
we oblerve in them to Pride, — a Fondneſs for 
Frifles; it has appeared to me, they may be 
often attributed to the ill Example of Parents, 
Sc. and Errors in their Management from their 
Infancy,” as young Children we know commons 
Ly imitate and at from, the Example of their 
Parents, or thoſe concern'd in the Care and E- 
dication of them. To ſay little of the ſuper- 
fads Ornaments of Lace, Lace-work, and 
Ribbands, which the Infant is adorm d with, as 
on as it comes into the World, as well to 
pleaſe and gratify the Mother's and Nurſe's 
Vanity, as that it may be admir'd by the for- 
mal and ceremonious Viſitors; as ſoon as the In- 


fant is capable of the leaſt No otice, it is iumme- | 
diately preſented with a Number of fodliſh Toys, 


which,” tho' ſome, ſuitably: choſen, may be pro- 


per to give them an Idea of natural Thinge, 


yet T have thought there are many. Triſles pre- 
ſented and recommended to them as Things of 
Value and Worth, which lead them afterwards 
to entertain a Fondneſs for Vanities and Toys, 
. thats more expenſive and hurtful. 
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, ie, ſome little Dawning of Reaſon begins to 


„7 


the Principles of f AR 2 Mal Rei 
and Revenge, as the Child is arudded to dr 
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Children are early inſtruct 
_ thority, by teaching, and allowing them a Supe: 
_ riority over Servants. A Servant tho never ſo 
Jud icious and capable of knowing what is fit 
and convenient for a Child, is neyertheleſs re- 


ceive every little Contradiction, as an Injury or 


Affront, which he is to revenge, by giving 


the N urſe the Blow to execute on the Of- 


fender. Next comes in Courſe, to amuſe the 


Child, a String of idle abſurd Songets and Bal». 
lads, which, as ſoon as its liſping 8 is able 
to form Words, it is taught to re The 
next Inſtruction is, in a Catal va = amuys 
ſing Stories, à Relation of Fairy Tales, Hiſto- 
Ties of Giants, Tom Thumbs, xr ſuch like 


Stuff, are the young and tender Brains and Ca- 


pacities of Infants ſtor d with, as proper Rudi+ 
ments to fit them for, and introduge more in- 
genious Lies and eg, * he next Thing 

in, is Rule and Au- 


ſtrained by many Parents from keeping Children 
in Subjection and Order, or croſſing and diſap- 


| 8 their Will in any — — this 


5 will, which many never unlearn all their Lives 


manifeſtly teaches the Child a Leſſon of Self⸗ 


after. The next Cruelty we are guilty of to 
our Children, is Flattery (at the ſame Time by 


Example or Precept teaching them many little 

and mean Artifices and cquiyocal Turns, un- 
wWorthy a rational and generous," to ſay nothing 
pf a Chriſtian Mind) this is commonly practiſed 


both by, Parents and Servants, by whom Chit» 


onion inſtructed, when . with 125 — 
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w2 GE an hight mL and Eſtimation on'thens 
- felves, on the Score of their fine Clothes, G&c. 


or the Perfections of their Bodies, and at the 
ſame time they are taught to deſpiſe others, by 


r{wading them they are both finer and hand- 

omer than ſome others. And now to finiſh and 
- eomplcat a modern Education, it requires the fol- 
lowing Accompliſhments, vi. To be expert in 
Dreſs and Dancing, Ombre or Gaming in general, 
to be able to make judicious Remarks on Opera 
Airs, and ſtage Plays, and to repeat much of 
the Ribaldry and Prophanity they learn from 
thence, and reading Romances and other perni- 
cious Books. Add to all this the Art of Vi- 
fiting, where after thoſe prefent are much flat- 
ter'd and complimented ; the Abfent, on the 
contrary, are as ungenerouſiy dealt with, and 
feyerely” bhandled. But with reſpect to the re- 
ligious Education of Children, we do not find 
many Parents employ much of their Time in 
giving Children an Idea of the Supreme Being, 
ſuitable to their Underſtanding; and as far as their 
little Capacities will admit, inſtru and incul- 
eate the Principles of moral and Chriſtian Du- 
ties: On the confrary,” the Generality of Pa- 
tents; ſeem to think bby have fufficiently diſ- 
charged their religious Duty, if they ars care- 
their Childrert are taught to repeat the Du · 


Manner ſay over a Set of Words, entitled, Pray- 
ers for Children; which they neither do nor can 
underſtand, at the Age they are taught them; 


. whinh 1 can t hut 2 as great oo | 
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ties the Catehiſm contains; and in the fame 


Truth; 1 would be then Hope that the 
would enter upon the great and neceſſary Work 


cibus, that it ceaſeth forever, (Pſal. 
when once it is loſt, *T'worfld be an inexpreſſi - 


— — Children £6 tpeale 
Words, 4 do not underſtand; to an Infinite 
Being; of Which they, at the Time they are 
taught them, can have no c ent Know- 
ledge; ſo as to enable them to addreſſ Him at 


all; much leſs in the Terms commonly put into 


their Mouths. The Time I am aconfin'd to, 

would fail to enumerate every Inſtance the Ge 
nerality of Parents are culpable in, with Res 
ſpe& to Injuries they inadvertently arid-incon« 
fiderately do their Children, in their Infancy, - 
(Sc. but I can't without a ſeeming Abſardity; 
put them in Mind of the Juſtice thay owe their 
Children, when, with Contern, I obſerve fo 


many fail in the Juſtice they owe themſelves, 


by the apparent Neglect of their own Souls. I 
deſire them to permit me to recommend to each 
of theirſerious Conſiderations, the ineſtimable 


Worth and Value of your own immortal Souls, 


as well as thoſe of your Children: For what is 
a Man profited, if be gain the whole Wotld, and 
loſe his/own Soul ? Or — ball he give in Er- 


. change for his Soul? No Man can give to Gad a 


Ranſom for it, ſeeing the Redemption ſo pre- 
Xlix. 7.0 


ble Happineſs, were every one ſenſible of this 


our Lord recommends ; that is, Firſt that our 
aun Tree be made good, and then the 


it will neceſſarily produce, will be a.” alſo! 
And when we find a bene yon 
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to ourſelves, in che great Duty and Care of our 
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Souls, we ſhall, I am certain, feel a very ſtrong 
and ſenſible Concern for the real Happineſs of 


our Offspring. Whether the Education I have 


been above deſcribing, is agreeable to Chriſti- 
anity, I leave all Parents, in their ſerious Mo- 
ments, to conſider; and proceed with a Re- 
mark on the Time called Chriſimaſs, which 
being ſo lately obſerved here, occaſioned me to 
purſue a Reflction I have heretofore had at 
ſuch Seaſons. I ſhall firſt mention an Obſer- 


vation of Alexander Cruden's, a Clergyman (if 


E miſtake not) After he has given us a Catalogue 
of the Feſtivals obſerved by the Jews, he adds; 
In the Chriſtian Church, we have no Feſtivals 


that appear to have been. inſtituted by CariST 
or his Apoſtles : Nevertheleſs Chriſtians have al- 
ways celebrated the Memory of CuRxIST's Reſur- 

rection, and kept this Feaſt un every Firſt-day of 


the Week ;, which was called the Lord's-Dav, ſo 


early as in St. John's Tune: I was (avs John) 
in the Spirit on the Lord's day. However, I in- 


tend not here to enquire how, or when, this, 
or any other Feaſt, came to be introduc'd among 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ; but only briefly to 
ſay, Thoſe who obſerve Days and Times, 
ſhould, as they - profeſs, obſerve them to the 


Lord. You have a pretty large Account (in 


Lule) how the Birth of the holy Child Jesvus, 


was uſhered in. There were (ſays he) Shepherds © 


abiding in the Fields of Judea, near wt9 the 


+ Town. of Bethlehem; watching their Flocks by 
Night. And lo the Angel of God came upon them, 


and the Ghory of the 4 bone round them; and 


they 
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thy were ſore afraid: And ile Age ſaid un 


them, Fear not, for behold I bring vou glad Tidings 
of great Foy u hich Gall be to all People : For un. 


o you this Day is born, in the City of Dayid, a 


Saviour, which is called CaRrIST the Lord. And 


ſudd enly there was with the Angel a Multitude of 


heavenly Hoſts, Fa aiſing God, aud ſaymg, Glory: 

beſt! on Earth Peace, Good- 
will to Men ! Then ſaid the 8h epherds, Let us 
wow go to. Bethlehem, and To the Thing 
which is now come to paſs, and which the Lord 


hath made known unto us; and when they had. 


ſeen Ihe Child, they made known the Saying a- 
road, aud they that heard, wondered at the 
Things that were told them by the & AF} 0 
who returned glorifying. and praiſing Go; 

the Things they had heard and ſeen, as it was 
told them by the Angel: And when eight Days 


were accompliſhed for. the circumciſmg the Child, 


they called his Name Irsus [a Saviour | which 
' was ſo named of the Angel before he was con- 
cerved in the Il mb; for this Reaſon, becauſe he 

fall ſave his People from their Sins. Here are 
Glad-tidings of great Joy to all People, ex- 
preſs d with the greateſt Solemnity; For behold 
ſuddenly a. great. Multitude of heavenly Hoſts ap- 
pear'd with the Angel, praiſing God for his Good- 
will to Men ; by introducing the Means of 
Peace on Earth, as God is, in CaRIST recon- 


ciling the World unto Himſelf: and blotting 


out the Hand-writing that was "againſt them, 
#aiiing it to the Croſs ;, and putting Mankind in- 
to a Capacity of Salvation. And next good 
mo 0 Who it Ppears, had been i 


be? 


for all 


. 1 
. 
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E. 
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for the Cinſolation of Hßrael, celebrated the Birth 
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of CyRTST on this wile, Lord now letteſt Thou 
thy Servant depart in Peace, for mine Eyes 
have feen thy Salvation, which Thou haſt pre- 


pared before the Face of all People : A Light to 


enlighten the Gentiles; and to be the Glory of 


A thy People Iſrael! Ther? Anna the Prophetels, 
coming into the Temple, gave Thanks ltkewiſe 


unto the Lord, and ſpale of CRISTH to all them 
that looked for Redemption in Iſrael. And next 


we may obſerve how the wiſe Gentiles behaved 


on this Occaſion, when they came from the 


Eaſt to Feruſalem, twelve Days after the Birth 
of our Lord ; Theſe Men tho' they were Hea= 
th-ns, and - conſidered Him as a temporal King 
(as well as a ſpiritual Saviour) yet approach 
Him with no loud and clamorous Acclamations 


of noiſy and frantic Joy; no Drums, Trumpets, 


nor Fiddles; but when they came into the Houſe 


and faw him, proſtrating themſelves, they Wor- 


ſhipped him. 5 
And now I would beg Leave to ask the Pro- 


feſſors of Chriſtianity, if they, on theſe Occa- 
tons, act conſiſtently with themſelves, who tell 
us their Times call'd Holy-days are more eſpe- 


cially ſet apart for pious Purpoſes; are they 
then agreeable to this Deſign employ'd in an 
Enquiry, whether you have any rational Ground 


to hope you have an Intereſt in the Saviour, 
Whoſe Birth you profeſs to commemorate ? Do 
you examine whether your Practice keeps Pace 
\ with your Profeſſion? Do you live a Life of 
Humility and Holineſs, agreeable to the Exam- 
ple our holy Pattern recommends to our Imita- 
En J 1 


VA if 132 1 . 
= - tion; Who was holy, harmleſs, and undefiled 00 
=. * parate- from Sin, and Sinners? Or, on the con- 
trary, are not theſe Times conſider'd, by moſt 
People, no otherwiſe than Seaſons of Mirth 
and Jollity? And, as ſuch, are they not chiefly 
Ipent, by Profeſſors themſelves, in Feaſting, 
and Dancing, Gaming, Jeſting and Wantonneſs; 8 
not conſidering the Work our Lord came to "* 
accompliſh, neither do they regard the Hand of 
Power that would fave them! And among 
the inferior Claſs of People, what but one con- 
tinued Scene of Drunkenneſs, Riot, Debauche- 
ry and Madneſs, appears to every common Ob- 
ſerver? *Twould be much more beneficial, That 
the Hushandman fbould till his Grounds, and the 
Artiſt follow'd or work'd ut his 7. rade, than 
that they fbould be thus idle, or, what is worſe, 
doing wickealy on theſe Occaſions, „ when, by Rea- 
ſon of wicked Works they cruciſy afreſh the Lord 
of Life and Glory, and put him to open Shame! 
I would once more ask both Profeſſors and Pro- 
phane, whether Men, tc. in theſe Circumſtan- 
ces, can poſſibly have any juſt Title to the ſa- 
cred Name of Chriſtianity, while they a@ in 
direct Oppoſition to the Nature of it? And 
whether this, and ſuch like Converſations; be- 
comes the Goſpel of our Lord and Saviour JE- 
8s CHRIST? Examine, I beſcech you, theſe 
Things ſeriouſly, and ſolidly ; and T dare ven- 
ture to ſay, you will find, with me (who was 
once in the Obſervation of Time, Sc) that 
all ſuch: Rejoicing is Evil; And that the ap- 
pointed Fatts and Feaſts, in the Manner you 
obſerve them, are an Abomination to the Lord 
Ves his Soul loaths them! TOY "I 
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0 to examine and conſider every par- 
ticular Tranſgreſſion the Controverſy of God 


is againſt, yet I ſhall briefly — the Ca- 


talogue of Sins the Apoſtle Paul gives us, 
and which. he ſays are the Fruits of the Fleſh, 
and while People continue to produce ſuch 


Fruit, they cannot poſſibly have an Entrance. 
adminiſterd to them into the Kingdom of 


God, © Now, (lays he) the Works of the 
“ Fleſh are manifeſt, which are Theſe, Adul- 
© tery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſ- 
& neſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, 
« KE mulations, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, He- 
 refies, Envyings, Murders, Drunkennefs, 
60 Revellings, and ſuch like.“ And in 1 Gr. 
„ yi. 10. he adds, © Theft, Covetouſneſs, 
© Reviling, Extortion, Sc. of which (fays he) 
L have told you in Time paſt, that they 


- © which do ſuch Things, ſhall not inherit the 


Kingdom of God,” And in the firſt of Ko- 


mans, he deſcribes ſuch as did not like to 
retain God in their Knowledge, by theſe Marks 
or Characters That they were fill'd with all 


“ Unrighteouſneſs, as . Fornication, Wicked- 


» © neſs, Covetouſneſs, Maliciouſneſs, Full of 
„Envy, Murder, Debate, Deceit, Malignity, 
c that they were Whiſperers, Backbiters, Ha- 


«© ters of God, Deſpiteful, proud Boaſters, In- 
ventors of evil Things, Diſobedient to Pa- 


« rents, without Underſtanding, Covenant- 
breakers, without natural Affection, impla- 


cable arid unmerciful.” And to make the 


+ Contraſt or An of ſuch Thing to the 
Spirit 
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obvious, he immediately oppoſe 
or Fruits, which the Spirit of CHRIST 
Les in his People, who follow its Leadings 
and Directions: But the Fruit of the Spirit, 


perance, Galations v. 22. 


without Partiality and without Hypoc 
James iii. 17. Aſter the Apoſtle had been 


7 % ; 
* be f . 
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Jeſus, and made us 


x ” 


Death of Sin to a Life of Righte 
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Spirit of Chriſtianity the more apparent and 
ſes the Works 
produ- 


40 


- 1s Love, Joy, Peace, Long - ſuffering, Gen- 
<. telneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Tem- 
e; And the Wiſdom 
which is from above, (or from God) is firſt 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be en- 
< -treated, full of Mercy, and good Fruits, 


rity, 


ennumerating the Sins of the Gentiles, Oc. 
whech had been prevalent among them before 


their Converſion to the Chriſtian Faith; Such 
(ſays he) in time paſt were ſome of yon; and he 


tells the Epheſians you hath Chriſt quicker'd, 


who were: dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins; wherein, 


in Time -paſt ye walked, according to the Courſe - 
(or Cuſtoms) of this World, according to t 
Fower of the Prince of the Air; the Spirit that 
worketh now in (the Hearts of ) the Children of 
Diſobedience, among whom alſy we had our Cun- 
ifts of our Heſh ; "fulfilling 1h 
Deſires of the Fleſh, and of the Mind: But God, 
why ts rich in Mercy, even when we were-dead 
in Sin, &c. hath quicken'd us together in Chriſt 
-/# together in heavenſy 
Places. > 4 2 | | > . 8 
And now it ſeems fit we ſhould examine how] 
this great and glorious Work was brought about 
and effected, vig. by a Reſurrection from the 
ouſneſs; 
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2 Sch this ſame. Apoſtle tells us, was (and 5 
done by the waſhing of Regeneration and ro- 


wewing (Power) of the Holy Ghoſt (in the Heart) 


But now are ye waſhed, but ye are ſanttified, bus 


Je are juſtiſed in the Name 7 10 Lord Jxsus, 5 


and by the Spirit of our Go 


Hence we may 


obſerve, that theſe Believers, who were in 
Time paſt Sinners, are now, by the fanctifying 


Power of CKRIST, and Obedience to the Faitty 
deliver, become Saints; : agreeable to what 
the Apoſtle Paul writes to the Chriſtian 
Churches, Tour Bodies (ſays he) are the Temples 
of the Holy Ghoſt, which is in you, 1 Cor. vi. 1 9. 
The Epheſians were Fellow-citizens with the 
Saints, and Flouſhold of God. The Converſati- 
on of the, Fhilippians was in Heaven. The 
Ge ans were delrver d from th? Pouer of 
ſs, and tran//ated into the Kingdom of the 


5 — Son of God. The Hebrews were come t _ 
the City of the living God; to the Heavenly Feru— | 


ſalem: And the Apoſtle Peter tells the Churches, 


that they were 4a choſen Generation, a rat 


Prieſthood, an holy Nation, a peculiar Teople, 


x Pet. ii. 9. But is this the State of Chriſtians in 
our Age ? Can we. [ay that we are came to the” 
beaventy Jerafalem, where the great God is wor- 


feupped in Spirit and in Truth # Or are we Kr 
gers to thoſe Things, that they experienced; aud 
Jet perſuade ourſelves, that we are — People of 


God, and good Chriſtians. The primitive Churches 
had the honourable Title of Saints, we can give ur- 


| Flues » uo better Name than miſerable Sinners. An 
' "What is the Reaſon,. that we are ſo much outdone 
bes Curcbes aforementioned ; we can't conclude, 
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tts the Kingdom of Curls, that then appear'd . 


YN i % 


in Tower, did, as the Sun in the Firmament ſome- 


times doth, ſhew itſelf in a Morning, and be no. 


more ſeen all the Day; for the Kingdom of Chriſt. 
is an everlaſting Kingdom, and his new Covenant | 
an everlaſimg Grvenant. Neither can. we conclude, 
that God bath withdrawn Himſelf from the Chil. 
dren of Men; for he never forſakes us, unleſs we for- 
ſake him; as the Clouds hinder, that we cannot 
at all Times of theDay E th:Brightneſs of tha Sun; 
ſo 1 N hinders, that we do not remain ſenſible 
of the Preſence of God. The Apoſtle foreſaw, that 
there would be a falling away from the Grace in 
which many of the primitive Chriſtians were eſtabliſh» 
ed; and it ſoon after his Deeeaſe came to paſs. But 


* 


| | | idee ſay, that the dark Night of Apoſiacy is over, 


and we liue in Goſpel-days again; if ſo, where 
are the Fruits? We may, I confeſs, hear Calpe 
Morde; but where is the Goſpel Power, by. which 
Believers come to be Sons of God; to bear his 
Tnage in Righteouſneſs * Why are not we, call d 
Chriſtians, grown to the Stature of them that were 
the Children of. Heathens? The Reaſon to me is 
this, we have not built upon the ſame Foundation: 
Thoſe built on the ſure Rock, and living Founda- 


tion, on CHRIST, as he, in all ps al Warr and 
7 


full is, in ſpiritual Appearance, the Light of the 
World, and the Life of Righteonſneſs; and tating 
his Eternal Spirit in thenſelogs for their Guide, 
turn d from whatſoever they were reproved for. 
Thus their ſinful Deſires came to be mortified ; and. 


ſuch as were carnal came to be ſpiritual; and 
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this made them à peculiar People. Did we walk. WY. 


in their Footſteps, us might riſe to their Al 05 . 
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ments" har if a, le on Wards, and all 
| Softer; without '5 and Life, we can never" 
e. tor as Paul ſaid in another Caſe, If E 


* 


| ſpeak with the T ongue of Men and Angels, . 


and have not Charity, I am become as ſounding 


Braſs, Sc. S I ſay tn this Caſe, if we hear Men 
and Angels; if we conld live continually - under 
ie Sound of ood Words, if we have no Regard 
to that imward Ligbt, which diſcovers*Evil, and 


09 Power to turn from it; we can never mor- 


n, cleanſe our Souls, and becume an holy: 


People, The, Work of Santtification is inward in 
the Fart, and to be effected by imward Means © 
Nothing but inward L gli can expel inuard Dark- 
eſs + Since Men Sw perſuade themſetves, that 
tho they ſow a 
tho "they go don into the Grave bor hk they 
_ foal rife” Saints; and attain in another Warld 
what” primitive Chriſtians attaind in this: Their 
Converſation” hath not been in Heaven; but in 
Earth + Thy have walked in Darkneſs, and not 
in the Light ;” the God of this World hath been 
\ ſerved,* and not the God of Heaven. And not- 


withftamting this is the unhappy and deplora- 


ble Circumſtance of many of the Profeſſors of 
this Age; yet from the Mouths of ſuch, how 
frequently do we hear Exclamations and Com- 


plaints, againſt the daily Growth of Infidelity | 
and Bun, never ſo much as imagining that 
they are any way acceſſafy or inftrumental to 
this Miſchief, yet one great Cauſe thereof, K 
take to be, the irregulat and unholy Lives of 
Profe ſſos. And till ſuch can be e hos | 
I * — Practice with the Religion th 
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profeſs; is abſolutely requiſite, to recommend 
the Chriſtian Religion; and till they produce 
the moſt convincing and-prevailing Argument,, 
Example, how*can they hope or expect to be 
credited by this Infidel Race, which ſo much 
abounds; as every one muſt be ſenſible of the: 
_ Difficulty of enforcing a Precept (tho' never 
lo laudable in itſelf) in Words, which in our : 
Lives and Practices we notoriouſly deny? There- 
fore the only Expedient that T know of, to ſtop 
the Mouths of Unbelievers, will be, 7 he 
forth your good Converſation in CHRIST FESUS, 
coupled with the Fear of God; to Let your Light 
WM fo ſhine before Men, that they ſeeing your | ood 
. 7 F Wor 8, may. glorify God, and be aucited #0 j 
your good Example. 
And now dear people, Hiring in a enen 
Manner, declared to you theſe Things which 
hay as a Weight on my Mind, there remains 
3 little but to propoſe to you, to try the Poun- 
; ation of your Faith and Hope: Truth never 
loſes by Examination, but ſhines with greater 
” Light and Splendor: Therefore, agreeable to 
| As Apoſtle's Advice, Examine yourſelves, 
whether you be of the (true) Faith; know 
Jou not your ſelves, how that CurisT 
Jesvs-is in you, except you be Reprobates ?” 
* That is, (ſays Groans) Chriſtians in Name, 
and not in Deeds.“ Do not trifle, F heſeech 
Fou, in a Matter of ſuch Importance, as the 
future Well-being of your immortal Souls! To 
he miſtaken in this Pomt, will be of fatal Con- 
ftquence; Errors of this Sort being only to be 1 
"x£Qify'd while we. remain in this Life; for W 


N »o 139 1 
are poſitively told, That there is ud Wiſdom, uur 
Anvwledge, Wark, nor Device, in the Grave, 
whither we are all. haſlening. And our Lord 


cells us, He wrought while it was Day, and 


excites us ſo to do, by ſaying, The Ne 
cometh wherein no Man can Work. Let us there- 
fore enquire whether our Faith is ſuch an One 


as operates by Love: If ye love me, keep my 


Commandments, 1ays our bleſſed: Lord. Let us 
remember what Obſtacles this true Faith re- 
moved for the primitive Chriſtians, what Dif- 
Aficulties it enabled them to ſurmount. Hb. xi. 
Without this Faith (in the Power of CRIST) 
it is impoſſible to pleaſe God.” *© I will (ſays 


the Apoſtle James) ſhew thee my Faith by my 


Works; for as the Body, without the Spirit, is 
dead, fo Faith, 3 Works, is dead alſo. 
Ve are my Friends (ſays CHRIST) if ye do 


-Whatloever I command.” 


What will it avail us, tho' his outward Goſpel 
be taught in our Land, if we do not obey his 
Law written in our Hearts, and conform to its 
Rule and Government, And tho' CurIsT our 


Lord is the Fountain to cleanſe us from the 


Pollution of Sin; yet if we refuſe to be puri- 
Hed by his ſpiritual Baptiſm ; “ If he waſh us 
not, we can have no Part in Him,” nor his Me- 
Tits. And indeed my Friends, I have taken 
ſome Pains, by divine Aſſiſtance, to examine 


and enquire how I might have a well- grounded 


Hope to obtain Salvation, or, in other Words, 
eternal Life and Happineſs. And in all my En- 
quiries and Reſearches, I have not been able to 


. ducover any other Way than this, which. Ho 
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Almighty cuntthaues to , direct Mankind in ut chi 
Day, as well as heretofore, * The Way of 
© lineſs thro' CuRIS TH; he being the Author of 
eternal Salvation to all Believers. * Be ye ho- 
ly, as I the Lord your God am holy and 
v#* without Holineſs, no Man ſhall ſee the 
- Lord:” And 1 find J can be made ſo no other 
AV ay, 'but-thro* ( Sanctification of the Spirit, 
--unto the Obedience of Faith, and Sprigkling 
vof the Blood of JESUS CHRIST.“ For every 
one who has, or can reaſonably have any Foun- 
»dation, of Hope to be ſaved by CRRIST's Life, 
- 'Sufferings, Refurrection, Aſcenſion, and Medi- 
5 ation, muſt, by his Grace aſſiſting, purify 
- himſelf, as he'is pure; as no unclean. Thing can 
. poſfibly enter his holy Kingdom. And it is by 
- .his Grace we are ſaved; thro' Faith, operating 
by Love; & not of ourſelves; it 18 the Gift of 
God!“ Thus, as I became obedient to the 
Teaching of this Grace received, I came to wit- 
neſs Mercy and Peace multiplied to me; for 
ich, in great Reverence and Humility, I de- 
ſire always to bleſs God, the Father of our 
Lord Jes, for His anſpeakable Gift! and 


\ 


for his abundant Mercy wherewith he hath-vi= 


»+fited my Soul in his Day-ſpring from his high 
and holy Preſence; and afforded me a good 
Foundation to hope for his Salvation; and I de- 
ſire to give all the Glory to God, and to ſay, 
Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to 
thy great Name and Power, be the Glory! 1 Be 


-9e bely, is a Precept which contains no Myſtery; 


here is no Enigma to unriddle ; no Need or 


3 ee, no Room for r Septic nor 


ö 


j 


bid 141 | wo! | | | 2 
a nerdy; but a plain and poſitive Commit 
_ 4. legible, that he that runs may read; the 


Wayfaring Man, tho' a Fool (with reſpect to 
the Wiſdom of the World) cannot err here. 
Therefore 1uffer.me to counſel you, to break off 
the Sin that you find eaſily. beſet you, by 
Righteouſneſs ; and your Iniquities by Amend- 
ment-of- Life ; that ſo your Tranquility may be 
lengthened, and attend you bey ond the Grave. 
And to you, as I have — who may 
not charge yourſelves with groſs Immoralities, 
yet who prefer a Portion in this Life, to the 
durable Riches and Righteouſneſs in another; 
Who ſay unto Gold, . Thou art my Hope, and 
make fine Gold your Confidence; who have 
forſaken God, the Fountain of living Waters, 
and hewn to ' yourſelves, Ciſterns, broken Ciſ- 
terns, that will hold no Water; who bave 
changed the Glory of the incorruptible Being, 
and given it to your corruptible Things: Re- 
member, God will not give his Glory to Idols, 
nor his Praiſe to your graven Images: Therefore 
keep yourſelves from Idols, and love not the 
World nor the Things of this World ; for if any 
Man love the World (inordinately) the Love of 
the Father is not in him.“ And to you who are 
Lovers of Pleaſure, more than Lovers of God; 
who delight and place your Felicity in Grandeur, 
Pomp and Noiſe; conſider, I beſeech yon, that all 
this will afford you no Comfort nor Satisfaction 
in a dying Moment; but, on the contrary, Re- 
morſe — Sorrow: They will each one aban- 
don you in your greateſt Extremities ; and you 
ung then ſee how you have been deluded and 
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"os "PT im 1. oh 
elifigker, when the undeniable” Me ſſenger "of 
Death lays his Arreſt upon you, and that im- 

rtant Hour aſſures you, that a few Moments 
will decide your Judgment, and caſt you either 
for eternal Bliſs or Miſery ! Of what Efteem 
then will be all your Pleaſures, and all your 
Toys? The greateſt and moſt "exalted of all 
EF Human Glory, even Crowns themſelves will 
” then be Toys.“ This then will be our Re- 
VPeicing, © The Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, 
That in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, not by 
3 feſhly Wiſdom, but by the Grace of God, we 
have had our Converſation in this World, 2 Gor, 
3.12.” And when we look back, and make 
=. ur Appeal to God, as good King Hezekiah did 
von eerb- bel; „Remember rg O Lord, I 
c beſeech thee, how I have walked before thee 
te in Truth, and with a perfect Heart, and have 
done that which is good in thy Sight. ” Ohap» 
5 py State! O glorious Condition! May God of his 
; infinite Mercy fo incline your Hearts to keep 
Bis Commandments, that when the Time of 
your Diſſolution approaches, you may all die the 
Death of the Righteous, and that your latter 
End may be like his! On the contrary, how 
will the Wicked look back with Horror and 
Affright on a Life ſpent in open Defiance and 
Violation of God's Laws, or a total Neglect of 
and Indifference for them? What will appear 
in ſuch a melancholy Seaſon to ſuch as theſe, 
à certain fearful looking for of Judgment, 
and fiery Indignation, which will devour the 
. Adverfaries of the Lord, whoſe Wrath Will 8 


then be revealed in a more extraordinary Mass 


l 


1 


Tin + 
ner againft all Unrighteouſneſs and Un godlineſ⸗ 
of Men. This will be a Day of Tral (vi. 
the Day of Death) which will come on all the 
Inhabitants of the Earth; wherein the Faces of 
the Unrighteous will gather Paleneſs. A Day 
ef Trouble and Diſtreſs! A Day of Darkneis 
and Gloomineſs! A Day of Awakening x 

: Alarm ! wherein neither ive, nor Gold ſhall 
be able to deliver! Conſider this in time, 
you that forget God, leſt he laugh at your Ca. 
lanities, and mock when your Re cometh. But 
{ome may object, this is not always the unhapy 
8 y Caſe and ituation of Sinners, who defer the 

* 


ork of Repentance to a ſick or dying Bed; | 


God is very merciful, and is he not always 
willing and ready to accept returning, repent- 
ing Sinners, tho at the eleventh or laſt Hour 
F ſhall reply in the Words of an Author knoww 
to ſome of you at leaſt; © Death puts an End | 


LF © to our Day of Grace. and determines our fi- 


© nal. State; then all Men muſt confeſs of what 

© mighty Conſequence it is to die well; we cam 
c © die but once, and if we miſcarry that once, 

© we are undone forever! And what conſidet- 
ing Man would make ſuch dangerous Expt f 
ments as Sinners do every Day, hen their 8 a 
are the Price of the Experiment? Who woy 
try how long Death will delay its coming! ho- 
long he may Sin on, without thinking of Deatß 
and > Jud ment? Whether Death will give hig 
timely Notice 4 to repent? Or whether God will 
give him Grace to repent? And if he does, 
Who wou'd venture the Hazard of a Death— 


5. on F 2 Whether after a long Life 1 5 
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Sin and Was. a AR diſtracted, confuſed 
and almoſt detpairing Sighs and Groans wilt 
darry him to Heaven, and commute for what 
dught to have been the Work and Buſineſs of 
dur whole Lives, viz. a Preparation for Death: If 
ſuch obuld after they have difcover'd their Miſtake 
and Folly return and live over their Lives again; 
the Hazard were not ſo great; but this is an 
Experiment not to be twice made: If they Sin 
70 l they harden themſelves in Sin, and are 
orfaken of the Grace of God; if Death come 
long before they expected, and cut them off by 
Sutprize, and without Warning; if their dying 
and deſpairing Agonies and Horrors, ſhould 
hot prove a godly Sorrow, nor that Repentance 
to Salyation not to be repented of, they are loff 
to Eternity! And what Man in his Senſes 
wou'd expoſe his Soul to ſuch a Hazard as this? 
Who wou'd not take Care to make his Calling 
and Election ſure, before Death comes, and in 
a Matter of ſuch great Concernment (wherein 
one Miſcarriage. is irreparable) to prevent Dans 
Ber at a Diſtance. Some Men talk of Death, 
as if it were a Thing that could be done in two 
or three Days, and that the proper Time of 


doing it was a little before they die. But I 


know of rio other Preparation for Death, but 
living well, which is the only ſure Evidence 
for Heaven. Men may cheat themſelves with 
Fain Hopes and Imaginations when they come 
to die; but nothing will be a ſolid Foundation 
for Peace, but an univerſal Righteouſneſs. + 
. Therefore I entreat you, oe ——— 


you! 
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Jon, and jou dib Him. | 
And noh ſuffer me to remind you, that you 
no longer deſpiſe the Riches of God's 


a” 


\ 


4 1 indeed your Properties at Sea ; 
Hape ſometinits* been wreſted from you by un- 
2 10 | * kreaſon- 


the Mercies of God I beſeech you, that vo 
preſent yourſelves a living Sacrifice, holy, ac- 1 
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Four Birthright on ſuch diſad vantageous Te m 1 
nor barter eternal Felicity for momentary Plea- 
ſure; give not Sleep to your Eyes, nor Slum- 
ber to your Eye-lids, till you are become fit 
9 5 for the mighty God of Jacob to dwell 
in! Bring Preſents to God (who ought to be 
fear d) even the Preſents of humble and peni- 
tent Hearts; the Lord calls for your Hearts, 
not for your Lip-Service; My Sn, give me thy 
Hart; Lift up your Heads, O ye Gates; even 


; * 
A 


lift # the everlaſting Doors of your Hearts, and 
the King of Glory Will come in, and dwell with 


* 


th | Goodneſs 
and Mercy, ſince his Long-ſuffering and. For- 
bearance is defign'd to lead to Repentance. By 


ceptable to God, which is but your reaſonable 


Service. And de not conformable to this evil 


World, but be transform'd, that ye may prove WH 


What is the good and acceptable and perfect 
Will of God concerning you; which is no leſs 
than your Sanctification. And now I think fit 


to | obierve to you, that while almoſt Eu- 
rope, and even the Dominions of the King to 
whom you are Subject, are unhappily engaged 
and involved in the miſerable and deplorable * 
Conſequences of x Cruel and bloody War, you, ' 
Ae. enjoyed unmoleſted Tranquility, yo 


Rights at home have not yet been invaded by 


We 
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1 Mes; Put what is * Evil compa- 
' fed with the Calamitics and Diſtreſſes Thouſands 
in Great-Britain and elſewhere have felt and 
ſuffered; Fire, Sword, Rapine and Plunder, 
deſſolate Widows, and diſtreſſed and fatherle 
Children, have been the diſmal Effects of theſe 
unhappy Diſputes and Differences between the 
Pow 'ers of Europe. © And cannot we yet diſcoyer 

« a Proyidence in all this Deſtruction, which is 
1 Ke to preyail among Men Are we not yet 

convinced that there is a God of Juſtice that 

* rules in the Kingdoms of the Earth, and that 
he is about to take Vengeance on the Na- 
; tions and Families that et upon his Name 
in Truth and Righteouſneſs. What greater 
Inducement can I propoſe to you to turn and 
loye God, than his manifold Mercies? Do not 
you think they call for your Gratitude? He 
allures,you by his Fayours he gives you. Corn, 
Wine, and Oil; he gives you Vine-yards and 
Olive-yards, or at leaſt the Means of procuring 
them; he draws with the Cords. and Bands of 
his Love; he would take you by the Hand, 
and would heal you; he would take the Yoke 
of hard Servityde from off your Necks; and, 
jf you are but willing to part with your Idols, 
he 15 ready to take the very Names of them 
out of your Mouths, and to betroth you to x 


| 1 lelf in Righteouſneſs, Loving-kindneſs 


. there is Balm in Gilead; there is 4 - Phyſician ; 


* Mercy. Tho” the whole Head be ſick, and the 
hole Heart faint; tho“ your Soul's s Enemy 
may have wounded and left you half dead; yet 


1 re, who offers you hy Aid, * is "IS .. 


res P 
c 9 $2 * 0 

* „ * * 
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to recover you from your ol Lind akin oe 7 


orders. And tho' you may be never fo great 2 
„ Prodigals, if you have not ſinned out the Day _ 2 


of his Grace, Reſolve upon returning, and the 
heavenly Father is ready, on your unfeigned. .,- 
| Repentance, to receive you into the Arms of * 
his Mercy, and to put on you the beſt Robe 
you ever wore, even that of his own Righte- 
ouſneſs. Thus Having brieſty obſerved, how 
greatly we are indebted to the Almighty, for 
. his manifold Mercies ; I would wiſh you to ex, 
amine what Returns of Love and Gratitude you | 
have made; for remember tho' God bears long, 
yet he will not always bear; but expects thalt 
we ſhould not only praiſe Him with our Lips, 9 
but with our Lives alſo: Turn then, I be- 
ſeech you, to God, while he viſits you in Mer 
cy; for unto his Power ſhall every Tongue 
| confels, and every Knee bow, either in Mercy 9 f 
or in Tudg ment, _ 
1 have nder thought it Would be of 
ſingular Advantage to Profeſſors of Chriſtianity A l 


"*mof* l Denominations, ſeriouſly to examine and 8 

bet of your own Hearts, what our Religion » 
has done for us; or what Benefits have &c&raed 2 

to us from it? Whether the Grace we haye re: 
ceived has affiſted us to reſiſt the Temptations . 4 


of our Soul's Adyerſary ; and whether we are 
nearer Salvation than when we firſt beliewed? * * 
For a being inveſted with a Power to do a Thing, 
3 Will no longer be of Uſe to us than as we Hp 
| \ $ it: The Grace and good y 9s tho” it in- 
fuck us to deny all Ungodlineſs, is of ng für- 


. ther Benet to us, but as we obey its Teach! 
&. "754 „ * a 
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ny. 208 Eh its e ; er I am 
* pinion it would not hurt the beſt Chriſtians, 
por any others, ſometimes to ask themſelves 
. the following Queſtions: Have I witnels'd the 
ſtrong Man armed caſt out of my Heart, and 
his Goods ſpoil'd, and a ftronger than he in 
Poſſeſſion? Fre 1 who aſſume the Name of a 
Chriſtian departed from all Iniquity ? Are all 

old things done away (for he that is in CHRIST 

#15 4 nw Creature) and do I experience new 
Thoughts, new Deſires, new Converſation, a 
total Change, all Things become regular, uni- 

form and conſiſtent with my high and holy Cal- 

ling? Is CHRI SY the beſt beloved of my Soul? 

Does ny Heart pant and mine Eyes fail for 

his Salvation? Is my Saul . for God? Do 

1 long for his 2 4 mofe than for hidden 
Treaſure? Dol love God above all other Con- 
clderations (and my Neighbour as myſelf?) Am 
I careful left I offend him? Do I live in con- 
ſtant Obſervance of his Laws, do I live in his 
Fear? Am I circumſpect in all my Words, that 
T fin not with my da; Does my Con- 
8 become the Goſpel of CHRIST? And 
. to adorn his Doctrines, which I 

. Page to believe and be guided by? If upon a 
1 aach Examination, this be the happy State of 
BE, Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, my Soul can rejoice 


4 1 with them, let them call themſelves by what 
PDenomination or Sect they may: For happy is the 
People who are in ſuch a Caſe ! yea bleſſed are 
"they whoſe Portion is the God of Jacob] On 
the contrary, if we are only profeſſing, and 
Ks, ity the Folleffivn of Godlineſ if we have a 
a Form, 


a Yap e 


| oF 122 N 37 
Farm,. but are ee bf the Power to _ 
a,Change in .oug, Hearts; our Religion as yet 
has done nothi for us; therefore I entreat up 
who are in this. Caſe, to confider, tis an unfit 
State for Heaven; for if we have not witneſſed 
a being created anew in CHRIST, JESUS; born 
of the incorruptible Seed and Word of God 3 
known a Death unto Sin, and a new Birth un- 
to Righteouſneſs; born again of the Spirit; our 
Lord poſitively ſays, we cannot enter into, the 
Kingdom of God. Let the Time paſt then 
{uffice ; and for the future redouble your Dili- 
gence; and no longer hold the Truth in Un- 
righteouſneſs, walk circumſpectly as wiſe, re- 
deeming the Time. The Kingdom of God does 
not ſtand in Form, but in Power, neither is 
Religion to be taken up by Fits and Starts, as 
it ſuits our Leiſure and Conveniency ; nor 15 
Imitation, but Conviction, we muſt cleave to 
God, with full Purpoſe of Heart; what our 
Hand finds neceſſary to do in this great Buſi- 
neſs of Salvation, we muſt do it wit all our 
Might; we muſt not indolently ſeek, but (by 
Kocd's Aſſiſtance) ardently ſtriye to enter the 
Kingdom of God. Our Talent muſt gain ano 
ley Talent; left as the unprofitable Servant 
was, we be deprived of that which we have re- 
ceived. Falſe Pretences to Religion, and a bare 
Belief of the Truths of the Goſpel, will be of 
no Advantage to us: Crying Lord, Lord, will 
not avail if we do, not the Things which his 
Precepts enjoin: No Man can truly call CuR1ST 3 
Lord, but ſuch as witneſs his Rule and Domi» + : 


| nion in chez , bringing them hy 
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3 18 . n 
0 his Power: Not the Heirers of the 
33 but the Doers, ſhall be uaſſyfied : Nor he 
that hears CHAIST's Saying, BWhe that doth 
them, is accepted. On a metnorable Occaſion 
the ſacred Hiſtory informs us, the Almighty 
heard the Voice of the Children of 1/rac!'s" 
Words, when they fpake to Moſes, and he tells 
him that the People: had well ſaid all that they 
had ſpoken, a knowing the Infincerity and 
Inconftaney of their Hearts, he faith, O! that 
there were ſuch an Heart in them, that they 
would fear before me, and keep my Command- 
ments always, that it may be well with them 
and their Children forever!” Religion is an 
Heatt Work, it muſt be begun, and carried on 
d compleated - there: a but keeping 
God's Commandments will entitle us to his Fa- 
© your: Nothing ſhort of having diſcharged our 
Parts in the Chriftian Warfare, and obtained a 
"A ”  Vittory over Sin, will entitle us to a Crown of 
f Glory: Nothing leſs than being true and faiths" 
ful Members of Cukis'r's Church Militant 
here on Earth, will ever admit us Members 
of his Church triamphant i in the Heavens. Tis 
to thoſe, that overcome that onr Lord will give 
to ſit with him in his Throne; even as he over- 
came, and is ſet down with his Father in his 
Throne. A being convinc'd in our ry 
of God's Goodneſs, Sr. and that his Laws are 
© Fgtndors altogether, and therefore we ought to 
6 bey them, is not Converſion, - Faith is not 
Practice; therefore add to your Faith Virtue, ta | 
£0 irtu, Knowledge, to Knowleage Temperance, 2 E 
unce Patience, o n 2 4 
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Godlineſs Brathorly 

” Kndneſs Aang, : 


of have declar'd in great Truth and Sincerity, my 

| her Concern and Deſire for the real Happi- 

of the Inhabitants of . native Country 
in general; and having an e 


— 10 ane, 


Thus my dear Vriendy. and. Neighbours, L 


pecjal and peculiar 


Regard for many that 1 have known for a der 
| rigs of Years, when I have reffected On the bare N 


Poſſibility of your miſſing. Heaven and Happi- 
neſs thro Inadverteney e 22 and an 


inordinate Love for 4 Things of "this Lit yt ir 
and 


has been Subject of Mourning to me; 
cially as 1 have thre Mercy Tons: th that 8 
was in the like nation, how dangerous a 


indeed in ſlippery Places. 
1 many a Time has my Soul grie ved ſecret- 


115 when have 3 the Parſaits of ſuch, A 


e it 2 Jo's gat all who are. in this i 


how earncftly they. are running after Vanities, 


- and. purſuing Lies (which will indeed deceive) 


and turning their Backs on God's Offers of Love, 
and refuſc to let him put his Beauty on them, 
and to make them glorious within; and ſince 


the Loye 


have witneſſed the great Diſproportion between 
God, and the Love of the World, | 


Lam,the more earneſtly concern d to invite you 
to me taſte and ice of the Goodneſs of the 


Lord; 0 make but Trial of his Love, and 


vou 1 ſay the one half was not told you. Then 


will yo end the moſt exalted — 5 ineſs this 

World can viel 

I lighter th: n Vanity; ; but were you once 

ee al the Loye of God, you'd 3 
en 


„ill be nothing, and Vanity, 
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as city i: ee en gabel 
. Joys, unſpeakable Delight, Satisfaction and 


eace. O! that this unutterable Love of God 4 


might be once impreſs d and engraven on your 
Hearts; Then would: you conſeſs with me, that 
one Day in his Courts, Preſence and Favour, is 
better than a thouſand ſpent in the Enjoy ment 
of carthly Delights and Pleaſures. But now I 
would ftop a While, and ask, If you have not 
been cheated by deluſive Hopes and Promiſes 
of obtaining Satisfaction from temporal Enjoy- 
ments? Have you never diſcover d their Falla- 
cy? Have they not vaniſhed into Air, even 
P hen you faney d yourſelfes juſt in Poſſeſſion ? 
And don't We find they leaye you diſſitisfied 
and uneaſy ? I am certain this is the Caſe with 
8 ; you ſtill feel a painful Vacancy, even in 
the midſt of your ſenſual Delights and tem 
ral Enjoyments; which, be aſſured (I ſp« p y 
happy tho ſhort Experience) nothing 0 of 
the Apptobſſtion and Favour of God, and a Pof- 
ſieſſion of his Love and Peace, can ever poſſibly 
_ Aatisfy. I have told you already, that I have 
felt great Trouble and Anxiety of Mind on 
Vour Account; but tho my, Head were Waters, 
and mine Eyes a Fountain af Tears; = ms 
I, or any one elſe, weep continually -. op 
Nig ht for you, that you may reſt fn thE Day 
of T rouble; yet another's Concefn cannot a 
this great Werk for you, without your own 
Hand in the Buſineſs Which relates to your 
Soul's s Happineſs ; ſince an inſpired Apo Al al- 
Lures you, you muſt. by Divine Aluitance, 
work out your own 'Salyation with * 
AS rem- 


INE I 
Apts ENS ws Man can AT 
| | p. pe fot hee to God = OP 2 is Soul! 
bs * may (as I do earneſtly) eſire your Happineſs; 
dut 1 can't proctire it for hey I chi wiſh 
ow Heaven, but 1 cat obtain it for you : 
Yet I carneftly pray? That the Gotl and Father 
F eur Lord 7 S: CHRIST thay we uu you 
the” Spirit of Mom, ae Reodaliew of the 
Konvwledge of Blok elf, whom ( rightly) t know is 
ebm Life; that the Eyes of your Under- 
tending may be enlighten'd; and that you m 
Snow what is the Hope of his Calling ; and the © 
Riches of the Glory of his Inheritance in the Saints; 
and what'the exceeding Greatneſs of his Power 
to us-ward who believe, according to the work= 
ing of his mighty -Power, by which he hag 
vanquiſhed and brought down all the ſtrong 
Holds of Sin and Satan in the Hearts of them 
| who confide in his mighty Arm, which is now 
extended over you for Good; God has viſited 
and called you often, and now waits to be gras 
cious to you: The Almighty I ſay, has long 
viſited and try'd you by his Mercy and For- 
beafance ; - "ITE as, ſpoke to you by the Voice 
of his Holy Sptrir, which ns of you have 
neglected, e and quenched: Hath not 
idem long atter'd her Voice, even at your 
DPoers? Is ſhè not come*up into your Cham 
bers? Does not Underſtanding cry in the moſt 
feeret Receſſes of your Oonſciences, ſaying , 
m long, ye ſimple Ons, will Jou love Am- 
') tity, and Scorners delight in Scorning, and Fools _ 
hate Knowledge Turn you therefore at the Res 


E of zie, ic is the Way 1 Life; if <2 
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3 if behold. he will more. eee pour 
out of his Spirit upon you; and if ye hearken' 
and obey his Voice, he will. make bis Was 
and Will known to. you; on the contrary, if 
ou continue to refuſe and: rebel againſt his 
Light and T ruth in your, inward. Parts; the 
1 2 uence is ſure, He will certainly foffake 
and I you to your own Deluſions; becauſe 
be. hath .call'd, and you fefuſed; he hath 
ſtretched forth his Hand, and no Man 
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but have ſet at nought all his Counſel, turn d 


his. Word behind your Backs, and will hear 


none of his Reproofs. Therefore utileſs you re- 
turn and repent, with all your Hearts, and 


amend your Ways and your Doings, he will, 
When your Diſtreſs comes upon you, laugh at 
Four Calamities, have you in Deriſion, and mock | 


* „ IE at all your Fears. 
1 32 el fervently pray, that this may never be 
= your deplorable Condition; but that you may 
= E not only the Viſited, but the Redeemed of 
the Lord; not only the Called, but the yo 
ſen. of God! And, in order to make you 
C.alling and Election ſure, take to — + 
= the hole Armour of God, that you may ſtand 
=. againſt the Wiles of the Enemy of your Soul's 
= Hap pets; Having your Loins girt about "with 
- Trath, on d having on the Breaſt-plate of Righte= 
0 s, 10 your Feet ſbod with the Prepara- * 
tion of the Goſpel; but, above all, taking the 
ae e 
fand and quench all the fitry Darts of the 
b . Mieted Ons ; and take the fine 5 WR 
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©; true, whatſoever Things are honeſt, whatſ0- 
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6 Power) of God. "Einally, Whatſnover Thing 


ever Things are juſt, whatſoever Things are — 
h, \whatſoever Things are of. gond Re Report; if 
* there be any Virtue, if there be any Praiſe ; 


_ #henk en theſe Things and prafliſe them. But 
Wwe 


remember, in all theſe Things, that God 
be. our. Alpha aud Omega: Fs Love muſt be the + 
Matrve, and His Honour the End of all aur 
Alion; and then the Cad of Peace will be with © 
ug, and bleſs ws. To Hm, and id the Word of 
His Grace, I commit and comment you ; aſſuring 
you,: my dear Fellow-mortals, that my fervent 
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Supe the Father's Love was burning Sk 

'To poor loft and helpleſs Man, os, 3 
"Anxious" for his ſafe” returning, 

© Laid the medi torial Tian. e 1 


NV l:{s was our Saviour s Merit, 8 
' Who ſevere: Obedience | 
Spirit, 


Pv. 4, to obtain the | Holy 
"7 Greatures 799, ah and did.” | 
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up heed, Side 3 * 

That the deu. So * 
makes unreſery' 

* FR. reforms, may * tha: 


®  Hrached Man, if ſuch 
75 7 on thy 7275 7 8. 
1 f ruſt :. d ni 
Thos ite ge is have Part | 


" Blame thy Conduit, char 28 "not Heaven, 
Ed On thy Fbad thy Blood u, he: 
Every Hip to thee is given 
Suiting Man's free Agency). 


Do not, for a Moment s Pleaſure, 
Forſeit this thy dear-bought Right 
Ne the 79 * endloſo . | 
14 Which the Goſpel brought to Ligbt. 


| "Uh thy Reaſon, Grace aſſiſting 

Me, Faculty Dae 4 
Thou ſbalt know a brave reſting 

A the deadly Powers of Sin. 


Taſte Religion's chaſte Embraces, 
FER Faith with genuine Works aduorn; 
VMs has eternal Graces, 


Freſo and blooming eu Morn. 


All her Joys beyond expreſſing 
44 Peace that yields a golden i 
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